
Carl Ray Russell 

Summary 
 
Carl “Ray” Russell is a 61-year-old weather enthusiast and college lecturer at Appalachian 
State University in Boone, NC. Since 1999, when Russell set up his first weather forecast 
website, he has enjoyed high name recognition in the area, which motivates his entry into 
public service. 
 

• “I decided in March, that while I had no political experience, I do have life 
experiences, personal capital and name recognition putting me in a position that I 
could make a run for office. Whether I deserved them or not, those were gifts I had 
been given, and I felt the weight of responsibility to step forward." (Boone 
Mountain Press, 10/12/17) 

 
A resident of the area for 25 years, Russell only affiliated with the Democratic Party last 
November. His voter history shows a record of pulling Republican and Democratic 
ballots. Nevertheless, his political donations and activity reveal his support for much more 
strident, liberal policies. As a contributor, Russell has not given any money to federal 
candidates or committees, but in North Carolina he made a single contribution to Graig 
Meyer totaling $200 in 2017. 
 
Russell also supported and/or participated in several political rallies/protests, including the 
Moral Monday Marches in 2017 and 2018, the North Carolina Association of Educators 
March in 2018, the Women’s March in 2018, and the March for Our Lives in 2018. 
 
Russell opposed the 2017 Tax Cut and Jobs Act, which reformed federal income taxes and 
spurred significant economic growth across the nation, creating hundreds of thousands of 
new jobs and saving the average middle class North Carolina family nearly $600 
annually. He also tweeted criticism of the state’s voter ID constitutional amendment, sided 
with those who opposed the 2018 state budget (which raised teacher pay and cut taxes), 
and supported Gov. Roy Cooper’s proposed budget (which increased spending and 
stopped tax cuts). 
 
In response to the Parkland, FL school shooting, Russell attacked the National Rifle 
Association (NRA), including those who have received support from the NRA politically. 
Russell went so far as sharing Rep. Grier Martin’s idea that “Campaign money from the 
NRA is indelibly stained in blood.” in a February 14th tweet. 
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Background and Biography 
 
 
Identifying Information 
 
Name:  Carl Ray Russell 
 
DOB:  March 1957 
 
Address: 105 Freds Drive 
  Boone, NC 28607 
 
Family: Wife- Rhonda Doss Russell. Two adult daughters – Leah and Laura. Three 

grandchildren. 
 
Biography 
 
Biography from HCPress – 
 

Most people in the 93rd North Carolina House District “know” Ray as the founder 
and president of RaysWeather.Com which began in 2000 and is now the most 
widely read media of any type in Northwest North Carolina. RaysWeather.Com 
provides custom weather services for the Southern Appalachians and Foothills from 
Hendersonville and Balsam Mountains of North Carolina to the north end of the 
Blue Ridge Parkway in Waynesboro, VA, reaching about 300,000 readers every 
month. RaysWeather.Com was awarded “Business of the Year” in 2016 from the 
Boone Chamber of Commerce. But most importantly, RaysWeather.Com is the 
modern-day “General Store” where mountain neighbors gather virtually each day 
for a common experience of humor, wit, photos, and accurate weather 
information. 

 
Ray and Rhonda Doss Russell have been married for 39 years. They live in Boone 
and have two adult children, Leah (Berry) and Laura (Kennedy). Leah is a clinical 
psychologist in Raleigh and Laura is a pharmacist in Bethesda, MD. Ray and 
Rhonda’s sons-in-law are Denny Berry (working for Wells Fargo in Raleigh) and Jeff 
Kennedy. Jeff is a data and informatics project manager for CareFirst 
(BlueCross/BlueShield) in Baltimore, MD. However, he was recently activated for 
the Army Reserve–Major Kennedy is currently serving as Chief of Military 
Operations for Corps of Engineers in Puerto Rico. Ray’s favorite role is being “Ray 
Ray” to his three adorable grandchildren. 

 
Rhonda Russell has been an early childhood educator in both Avery and Watauga 
Counties for 20 years. She is currently a Senior Lecturer at Appalachian State 
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University in the Department of Family and Child Studies. Rhonda is an active 
advocate for children having served on numerous boards and committees related to 
child development in the High Country. 

 
Ray has been a computer science professor at Appalachian State University for the 
past 26 years. Prior to joining the Appalachian faculty, Ray served as a minister for 
churches in Tennessee, Mississippi, Georgia and North Carolina and as a faculty 
member at Freed-Hardman University and Virginia Commonwealth University. 
Ray’s academic background includes a Bachelor’s Degree in Bible from Freed-
Hardeman University, Master’s Degrees in both Mathematics and Computer 
Science, and a PhD in Computer Science with a minor in Psychology from Georgia 
Tech. 

 
In addition to his business and educational achievements, Ray has been involved in 
many other activities: running the entire length (469 miles) of the Blue Ridge 
Parkway, becoming a Certified Running Coach, and even working for two years 
with NASA in commercial cockpit design. 

 
Ray also has served his community as a volunteer in significant roles. For three 
years, he was Campaign Chair for the High Country United Way. He served on the 
Middle Fork Greenway Board Task Force and the Blue Ridge Parkway Association 
Board. Ray has given hundreds of talks on a wide variety of topics for schools, civic 
groups and community events. 

  
Ray was born and grew up in Manchester, TN. His father is a retired high school 
teacher and principal. Ray’s mother retired from the Economic Development 
Commission for Coffee County, TN. Both remain active and have lived in 
Manchester for over fifty years. 

 
Voter Registration 
 
Russell registered to vote in North Carolina on August 20, 1992 (Voter ID: 0000035190), 
but registered at his current address on August 16, 2002. On that date, he did not affiliate 
with any political party. In 2004, Russell pulled two Republican ballots, and he pulled 
another Republican ballot during the 2014 primary. On December 16, 2016, Russell 
affiliated with the Democratic Party. 
 
According to Watauga County’s records, Russell skipped several primary elections during 
the 1990s. 
 

Election Method Party Ballot 
9/22/1992 Legacy  
11/3/1992 General Legacy  
11/2/1993 Legacy  
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11/8/1994 General Legacy  
5/7/1996 Primary Legacy  
11/5/1996 General Legacy  
11/3/1998 General Legacy  
5/2/2000 Primary Legacy  
11/7/2000 General In-Person  
9/10/2002 Primary In-Person Non-Partisan 
11/5/2002 General In-Person  
7/20/2004 Primary In-Person Republican 
8/17/2004 Second 
Primary 

In-Person Republican 

11/2/2004 General In-Person  
11/7/2006 General In-Person  
5/6/2008 Primary In-Person Democratic 
11/4/2008 General In-Person  
8/31/2010 Special In-Person  
11/2/2010 General ABS – 1STOP  
5/8/2012 Primary In-Person Democratic 
11/6/2012 General In-Person  
5/6/2014 Primary In-Person Republican 
11/4/2014 General ABS – 1STOP  
3/15/2016 Primary In-Person Democratic 
11/8/2016 General ABS – 1STOP  

 
On the August 2002 application, Russell indicated a previous voter registration at 618 
Washington Blvd., Abeline, TX 79601. 
 
Additional Personal Background Details 
 
Below bullets detail some additional biography details that are not in his campaign 
website. 
 

• While he is chiefly associated with Appalachian State University, there was a 
period around 2001 when he was on leave from ASU and teaching at Abilene 
Christian University in Texas. (Winston-Salem Journal, 11/26/01) 
 

• The 2001 profile offers his only comment about his previous work as a minister. 
“Before entering academia, Russell worked as a minister, something he said helped 
teach him how to have fun with people without ruffling feathers. "Being a minister 
helped give me the perspective of what I can and can't joke about," Russell said. 
"I've gotten pretty good over the years knowing what I can get away with." 
(Winston Salem Journal, 11/26/01) 
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• His son-in-law, Lt. John Edds, a West Point graduate, was killed in action in Iraq in 
2007. Lt. Edds was married to his daughter Laura. (Winston-Salem Journal, 8/25/07) 
 

• He said when he announced his candidacy for the House that he had always been 
“unaffiliated” but “I've leaned Democrat for a long, long time — that's not a 
surprise to anybody that knows me. Really, most people that would talk with me 
for any length of time would find me to be a fairly moderate person in the political 
spectrum." (Boone Mountain Press, 10/12/17) 

 
 

Legal and Financial Records 
 
Traffic Filings 
 
In 2011, Russell was cited for a traffic infraction in McDowell County (case no. 
2011F000586).  
 
Corporate Filings 
 
Russell appears as an officer in a single corporate filing in the State of North Carolina. 
 

Legal Name Filling No. Incorporation 
Date 

Officers Status 

BooneWeather.com 
Inc. 

NC – 
0596980-BUS 

7/9/2001 Carl Ray Russell 
– Registered 
Agent 

Active 

 
Political Donations to Others 
 
Russell made a single contribution to the Committee to Elect Graig Meyer totaling $200 
on June 7, 2017. 
 
 

Summary of Internet and News Media 
 
The following is a summary of Internet and News Media coverage of Ray Russell. 
 
History of Successful Weather Forecast Sites 
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A March 2008 profile offers the best, concise summary of his entry into the weather 
forecasting business, after years of being a computer science professor and also before that 
in the ministry, and how it became successful. 
 

• “Dr. Ray Russell wanted to be a weatherman from the time he was 8 years old. He 
became a computer scientist instead. But years later, thanks to his continuing 
interest and a gift from his wife, his childhood dream came true.  
 

• “Growing up in middle Tennessee, Ray loved snow, he said. It meant a day out of 
school. He liked weather forecasts and had a keen interest in the weather. But his 
career path took him to religion and computer science. He earned degrees in 
religion, computer science and math and pursued jobs in those fields. But he never 
lost his interest in the weather. 
 

• “In 1998, Ray’s wife gave him a weather station for Christmas. He was teaching 
computer science at Appalachian State University at the time. Using the weather 
station, he started posting snow forecasts on the computers as a hobby in 1999. 
The site got lots of visitors, so he started the Boone weather forecast followed later 
by Ashe County and other locations. 
 

• “From one weather station in Rutherford to 25 stations from Sparta to Asheville, 
Ray’s Weather Forecast went from around 6,000 hits to over 3 million, reaching 
hundreds of thousands of people in the U.S. and many other countries every 
month. Not just residents here are interested in the forecast, but also those who 
might travel here or have relatives and friends here, or who just like to check out 
the weather in the North Carolina mountains as well as down the mountain in 
Wilkesboro, Hickory and Lenoir. 
 

• “Ray started RaysWeather.Com, Inc. in 2001 and local people can get their 
weather news from his website (www.asheweather.com) every day, especially 
enjoying the golf balls and snowman used to forecast good days and snow 
accumulation. 
 

• “Ray’s Weather Center went from a hobby to a business, so he has offices in Boone 
with employees, advertising and five weather people. All this he recently explained 
to a class of students at Blue Ridge Elementary School, a new weather station site. 
Another station is to be installed at Mountain View Elementary School.” (Jefferson 
Post, 3/14/08) 

 
In January 2016, the Boone Area Chamber of Commerce gave him the Small Business of 
the Year Award. 
 

• “Now in its 15th year of an incorporated business, Ray’s Weather began as a hobby 
when Russell, a professor at ASU’s Computer Science Department, first developed 
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an interest in forecasting. In addition to helpful daily weather forecasts that are 
specific to each community in the High Country, Ray’s Weather also operates 85 
weather stations and 40 webcams in western North Carolina, southwest Virginia 
and northeast Tennessee. Its expanded coverage area now includes Waynesboro, 
Virginia and Cherokee, North Carolina, spanning the entire stretch of the Blue 
Ridge Parkway. 

 
• The Ray’s Weather team boasts Russell as forecaster and four additional 

meteorologists, as well as an office manager, a sales leader, a system administrator 
and a programmer. “We’re just trying to provide a needed service to all people 
across western North Carolina and western Virginia so they can make good 
decisions about travel, activities and business,” Russell said. “It amazes me how 
many people are affected by what we do, and this has been a real humbling 
experience. We’re excited about it.” (HCPress.com, 1/29/16) 
 

Unpopular Professor 
 
Russell does not appear to be a particularly popular professor. On the website 
"ratemyprofessors.com", Russell scores a 2.0, with the majority of students saying his 
performance was "poor" or "awful." A number of students complained that they would 
have been better off just reading the book than attending his lectures, noting his tendency 
to ramble about unrelated subjects, promoting his weather site, etc. Many students also 
complained that he appeared to be checked out of his responsibilities, failing to return 
papers in a timely manner and giving lectures that are unorganized and sloppy. Even some 
reviewers who describe Russell as a nice guy found him to be a terrible instructor.1 
 
Online Opposition to Campaign 
 
On the website Reddit, a dozen users expressed their opposition to Russell's campaign, 
one even saying they were tempted to move back to Boone "to have the honor of voting 
against that pile of shit." When another user asked why, another user stated that he was a 
professor "who stopped caring and trying 15+ years ago." They also alleged he was petty, 
and tried to fail a student after they submitted a paper with a topic that Russell apparently 
did not find humorous, and even appealed all the way to the board of the university.2 
 
Spoke in Favor of Delaying Asphalt Plant Construction 
 

                                                
1 http://www.ratemyprofessors.com/ShowRatings.jsp?tid=182002  
2 https://www.reddit.com/r/appstate/comments/74owhc/ray_russell_compsci_rays_weather_running_for_nc/  
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While Russell speaks about the importance of job creation, in March 2016, he attended a 
public hearing on a draft air quality permit for a proposed asphalt plant in Watauga, and 
spoke in favor of "additional study", which would conceivably delay the project.3 
 
Climate Change Leading to Less Snow 
 
In an article on the impact of climate change in North Carolina, Russell pointed out that 
for 52 years there has been a "definite trend for the amount of snow going down."4 
 
Marched Against Trump 
 
At a March 2017 "nonpartisan" event - mainly attended by liberals - Russell asked how 
many people in attendance were "afraid for yourselves or your family members because of 
the events and policies of the new administration." He also noted that he was "proud" of 
the people he marched with in Raleigh and that his daughter marched in D.C.5 
 
Switched Political Parties to Support Gov. Cooper 
 
At his campaign announcement, Russell, who says he's a "fairly moderate person" who 
had "leaned Democrat for a long, long time", said he literally went and registered as a 
Democrat after learning about GOP efforts to curtail the powers of then-incoming 
Governor Roy Cooper.6 Russell has become active in the party, serving as a vice chair for 
a precinct in Watauga.7 
 
Wrote "Zany" Forecasts 
 
In an interview, Russell admits that in the early days of his weather forecasting site, he 
"wrote some pretty zany things I couldn't get away with anymore." It would be interesting 
to see if there is an archive somewhere to access some of these early posts.8 
 
Held Sparsely Attended "Rain Dance" 
 

                                                
3 http://www.wataugademocrat.com/news/nc-agency-hears-asphalt-plant-comments/article_11e97cb7-a3de-
52df-9023-67f57c63d987.html  
4 http://wncn.com/2013/02/05/central-north-carolinas-change-in-climate/  
5 https://www.hcpress.com/news/high-country-forward-holds-tea-cookies-event.html  
6 http://www.wataugademocrat.com/news/weatherman-ray-russell-announces-bid-for-nc-
house/article_b5d99d21-09b8-5b83-9a7c-f72571da02ba.html  
7 http://wataugadems.com/party-officers  
8 http://www.blueridgeoutdoors.com/snowsports/the-weatherman-ray-russell/  
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In November 2016, Russell organized a rain dance to celebrate rain after a period of 
drought and fires in the region.9 About a dozen people attended the event.10 
 
Relay with Ray 
 
Russell received considerable news coverage for running the entire length of the 469-mile 
Blue Ridge Parkway. Russell did the run to help fundraise for the Blue Ridge Parkway 
Foundation.11 
 
Dedicated Run for Son-in-Law Who Died in Iraq 
 
During his Blue Ridge Parkway Run, Russell dedicated a day of running that fell over 
Memorial Day weekend to his son-in-law who passed away in Baghdad, Iraq.12 
 
Charitable Activities 
 
Russell has been active in a number of charitable causes, including the annual "Big Pig 
Kiss Off" to benefit the United Way.13 
 
Named Business of the Year 
 
In January 2016, Ray's Weather Center was honored by the Boone Area Chamber of 
Commerce as Watauga Business of the Year.14 
 
 

                                                
9 https://www.hcpress.com/front-page/rays-weather-stick-boy-present-rain-dance-greenway-tuesday-
morning.html  
10 https://www.hcpress.com/front-page/rain-dance-celebration-held-greenway-tuesday-morning-see-video-
pictures.html  
11 https://www.hcpress.com/front-page/epic-relay-ray-challenge-begins-next-week-promote-benefit-blue-ridge-
parkway.html;  
https://www.hcpress.com/news/relay-with-ray-enters-high-country-for-next-couple-days-parkway-students-
cheer-russell-on.html;  
http://www.smokymountainnews.com/archives/item/17893-man-finishes-lap-of-the-blue-ridge-parkway;  
http://www.nbc29.com/story/31998389/professor-running-to-raise-blue-ridge-parkway-awareness  
12 https://mountainx.com/news/a-talk-with-ray-russell-as-he-runs-the-blue-ridge-parkway/  
13 https://www.hcpress.com/news/high-country-united-way-hosts-second-annual-pig-kiss-off.html;  
http://www.wataugademocrat.com/news/united-way-kicked-off-annual-campaign/article_3f2a7406-0e4e-5b6d-
a138-f015b5936bfe.html  
http://www.wataugademocrat.com/news/it-s-fundraising/article_53793951-07c7-5664-9037-62e3278f455d.html;  
http://www.wataugademocrat.com/community/where-s-the-pork/article_69145e21-0617-553f-9fcc-
1f4c098c84a2.html  
14 http://www.wataugademocrat.com/news/watauga-opportunities-ray-s-weather-are-businesses-of-
year/article_05e7e696-2141-5855-84ef-3fe47a8c3c25.html  
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Social Media 
 
Facebook 
 
Russell has a Facebook page for his campaign: 
https://www.facebook.com/RayRussellforNC/ 
 
Called legislative leadership “drunk with power”: 
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Supported additional education funding, even if tax increases necessary: 

 
 
Supported NCAE teacher protest: 
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Supported gun control as pushed by March for Our Lives, saying students are “doing what 
the ‘adults’ couldn’t do”: 
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Marched in Moral Monday’s March on Raleigh in 2017: 

 



 18 

Attended Women’s March in Boone in January 2018: 
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Opposed federal tax reform passed by Congress in 2017: 
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Applauded liberal legislator Graig Meyer as “great advocate for North Carolina”:  
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Posted this on October 25th: 

 
Russell does not appear to have an active personal Facebook page, however Ray’s 
Weather Center does: 
https://www.facebook.com/Rays-Weather-Center-167617589938698/  
 
Twitter 
 
Russell has a personal Twitter account, open since 2011. 
https://twitter.com/cRayRussell  
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Attacks President Trump:
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Attacks legislature for “reinventing government”: 

 
 
 
Russell’s campaign Twitter feed can be found here: 
https://twitter.com/RayRussellforNC  
 
Russell cites criticism of voter ID, if not all, constitutional amendments on the ballot in 
2018: 
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Supports Medicaid expansion in several tweets, of which a few are included below:
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Sided with opposition to 2018 NC budget, which cut taxes and raised teacher pay:
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Supported NCAE’s teacher protests: 

 

 
 
Supported greater education funding even if it requires tax increases: 

 
 
Supported Roy Cooper’s budget: 
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Encouraged change of leadership at General Assembly: 

 
Supported 2018 Women’s March: 
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Supported anti-NRA protest “March for our Lives” locally and in Washington DC: 

 
 



 31 

Supported measures of gun control, attacked NRA: 
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Blames NRA support recipients for deaths: 

 
 
 
Campaign Website 
https://rayfornc.com/ 
 
Statement of Purpose 
Government in Raleigh is broken at its core. The people of North Carolina deserve a 
government worthy of this Great State. To rebuild the effective legislative processes, 
leaders need to: 
Respect – Respect constituents including their varied backgrounds, educational levels, 
diversity, motives, and economic conditions; respect other legislators, even if they are 
from a different party and ideology; have respect for the environment; and respect the 
history and culture of the region and state. 
Listen – Truly listen to the concerns of the people, rather than dictate solutions or pander 
to superficial issues. Campaigning and governing must be an ongoing conversation with 
voters, engaging them in respectful discussion leading to understanding. 
Lead – Lead the region by: 1) providing innovative solutions to problems that can be 
addressed by government, 2) seeking to do the right thing, rather than merely what is 
expedient, and 3) setting an example of patience, caring, and productive dialog. 
At the state level, quality public education, providing excellent health care, encouraging 
economic development, ensuring safety, pursuing justice, protecting the environment, 
building safe and effective transportation, and overseeing quality work environments for 
state employees are the primary government issues. In the last 10 years, these priorities 
have suffered under extreme partisanship, rancor, misinformation, destructive self-interest, 
arrogance and greed. 
Ray Russell has the experience, training, and energy to advocate effectively for the 93rd 
House District and improve the quality of live for citizens in the region and across the 
state. Voters are craving honesty and genuineness in candidates. Ray has been a trusted 
voice the region for almost two decades and will bring energy, transparency, and decency 
to the process. 
Biography 
Most people in the 93rd North Carolina House District “know” Ray as the founder and 
president of RaysWeather.Com which began in 2000 and is now the most widely read 
media of any type in Northwest North Carolina. RaysWeather.Com provides custom 
weather services for the Southern Appalachians and Foothills from Hendersonville and 
Balsam Mountains of North Carolina to the north end of the Blue Ridge Parkway in 
Waynesboro, VA, reaching about 300,000 readers every month. RaysWeather.Com was 
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awarded “Business of the Year” in 2016 from the Boone Chamber of Commerce. But most 
importantly, RaysWeather.Com is the modern-day “General Store” where mountain 
neighbors gather virtually each day for a common experience of humor, wit, photos, and 
accurate weather information. 
Ray and Rhonda Doss Russell have been married for 39 years. They live in Boone and 
have two adult children, Leah (Berry) and Laura (Kennedy). Leah is a clinical psychologist 
in Raleigh and Laura is a pharmacist in Bethesda, MD. Ray and Rhonda’s sons-in-law are 
Denny Berry (working for Wells Fargo in Raleigh) and Jeff Kennedy. Jeff is a data and 
informatics project manager for CareFirst (BlueCross/BlueShield) in Baltimore, MD. 
However, he was recently activated for the Army Reserve–Major Kennedy is currently 
serving as Chief of Military Operations for Corps of Engineers in Puerto Rico. Ray’s 
favorite role is being “Ray Ray” to his three adorable grandchildren. 
Rhonda Russell has been an early childhood educator in both Avery and Watauga 
Counties for 20 years. She is currently a Senior Lecturer at Appalachian State University in 
the Department of Family and Child Studies. Rhonda is an active advocate for children 
having served on numerous boards and committees related to child development in the 
High Country. 
Ray has been a computer science professor at Appalachian State University for the past 26 
years. Prior to joining the Appalachian faculty, Ray served as a minister for churches in 
Tennessee, Mississippi, Georgia and North Carolina and as a faculty member at Freed-
Hardman University and Virginia Commonwealth University. Ray’s academic background 
includes a Bachelor’s Degree in Bible from Freed-Hardeman University, Master’s Degrees 
in both Mathematics and Computer Science, and a PhD in Computer Science with a 
minor in Psychology from Georgia Tech. 
In addition to his business and educational achievements, Ray has been involved in many 
other activities: running the entire length (469 miles) of the Blue Ridge Parkway, becoming 
a Certified Running Coach, and even working for two years with NASA in commercial 
cockpit design. 
Ray also has served his community as a volunteer in significant roles. For three years, he 
was Campaign Chair for the High Country United Way. He served on the Middle Fork 
Greenway Board Task Force and the Blue Ridge Parkway Association Board. Ray has 
given hundreds of talks on a wide variety of topics for schools, civic groups and 
community events. 
Ray was born and grew up in Manchester, TN. His father is a retired high school teacher 
and principal. Ray’s mother retired from the Economic Development Commission for 
Coffee County, TN. Both remain active and have lived in Manchester for over fifty years. 
 
Endorsements: 
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Relay with Ray Blog 
 
Russell created a blog to provide updates of his run along the Blue Ridge Parkway in 
2016: 
http://relaywithray.com/blog/  
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The News File, 2001-17 
 
2001 
 
NOV 2001 “Mainstay of Northwest NC” With Forecasts 
 
Call Ray Russell a guru and he may laugh so hard he strains something. 
 
But when it comes to learning what the weather may hold for Northwest North Carolina, 
Russell serves as a prime source of guidance. 
 
People who either live in the area or who are planning to visit have come to depend on 
the information gleaned from Russell's Web sites - Booneweather.com, Asheweather.com, 
Averyweather.com and Woollyworm.com. 
 
Russell is on leave of absence from Appalachian State University, where he worked as a 
professor and the chairman of the university's computer-science department for the past 
10 years. He is living in Texas, where he is also working as a professor and the director of 
the computer-science department at Abilene Christian University. 
 
He began his journey on the path toward becoming a weather swami about six years ago 
when, as a hobby, he started occasionally posting predictions on the Internet about the 
possibility of snow. 
 
Russell, who as a child wanted to be a weather forecaster, took up forecasting as an 
avocation when he discovered that much of the information used by professional 
meteorologists is available on the Web. 
 
He began researching forecasting models and taught himself how to use them. His wife 
also pitched in by buying him his first weather station. 
 
"She's the one to blame," Russell said. 
 
Russell, who usually tried to write something funny to go along with his predictions, was 
still posting his forecasts through the ASU Web network when several events converged in 
the fall of 1999 to increase the popularity of his forecasts. 
 
Jim Jernigan, the morning broadcaster at WECR Radio in Boone, asked whether he could 
start interviewing Russell on the air every weekday morning. About the same time, the 
Watauga Democrat, the local tri-weekly newspaper, began running Russell's forecasts. 
Other state newspapers also ran stories about him. 
 
Because of the barrage of publicity, the number of hits on Russell's site shot up from 150 a 
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day to more than 2,000. With his computer-science background, Russell decided to set up 
a commercial Web site because he thought that the university's network shouldn't be 
expected to handle that type of traffic. The sites are accessible to the general public. There 
are no subscription fees but the sites do have some small advertisements. Ray's sites now 
attract at least six times that volume. Last Thursday, his sites had recorded 13,000 hits by 
nightfall. His biggest day - more than 35,000 hits - came last March when a late winter 
storm dropped several inches of snow on the Northwest mountains. 
 
Russell said he never dreamed his hobby would grow into such a popular venture. 
 
"I really fell into this. But now that it has grown so popular I feel responsible if I blow a 
forecast," Russell said. 
 
Even though he lives halfway across the country, computers keep him closely connected 
with Watauga, Avery and Ashe counties. 
 
Russell has eight automated weather stations spread across the three counties. He uses a 
video camera in Blowing Rock and other video cam Web sites to monitor the weather 
visually and adjust his forecasts. 
 
He also sends recorded forecasts to WECR by audio file every weekday morning to make 
sure his voice his still heard on the radio. 
 
The constant effort it takes to get all this done is the hardest part of the job. Russell usually 
got up at 5a.m. to prepare his forecasts and he did it every day for about 16 months. Now 
he gets some relief from Scott Stephens, a professional meteorologist with the National 
Climate Data Center, who often covers for Russell on weekends. 
 
"I can do this but I'm still a hacker not a professional. So it has been nice to have some 
expert help to fall back on," Russell said. 
 
He also gets support from the staff at eVerian, the Internet Web hosting company that he 
contracts with. 
 
Though Russell keeps his eyes on the clouds, the site's down-to-earth sensibilities make it 
successful. 
 
"The home-spun nature. That's the key," Russell said. 
 
People also seem to like his aggressive approach toward forecasting. "We're going to go 
out on a limb and tell people what we think is going to happen, even if we miss it," he 
said. "We're going to miss some. But I think we get it right much more than we get it 
wrong." 
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When he does flop, he has found that people are forgiving. "Most people understand. 
They know that predicting the weather is tough," he said. 
 
In addition to his folksy forecasts, which mirror his unpretentious personality, Russell uses 
his Web sites to plug all sorts of local events and causes from high-school band concerts 
to animals in need of adoption. 
 
He also uses snowmen and golf balls to gauge the coming weather. 
 
The Web sites feel so homespun that some people think that everything on them is 
designed to be that way - including his identity. 
 
"I get asked all the time if Ray is my real name," Russell said. "If I'm going to make up a 
name, I'd sure pick something more sophisticated than Ray. It would be Juan or Horatio or 
something like that." 
 
As a computer professor, Russell said he is sometimes embarrassed about the rough look 
to his Web sites. 
 
"I could make a much slicker Web site but somehow that wouldn't feel like Boone. This 
site needs to look like Boone," he said. 
 
Before entering academia, Russell worked as a minister, something he said helped teach 
him how to have fun with people without ruffling feathers. 
 
"Being a minister helped give me the perspective of what I can and can't joke about," 
Russell said. "I've gotten pretty good over the years knowing what I can get away with." 
 
As to the future, Russell said he plans to continue forecasting as long as he can keep 
getting things right and doesn't have to change the sites' home-grown flavor 
 
"We're going to keep going and growing," Russell said. "The only way we'll stop is if I start 
blowing forecasts." (Winston Salem-Journal, 11/26/01) 
 
2004 
 
FEB 2004 Forecasting Is Profitable 
 
"At Christmas 1998, my wife gave me my first weather station, and by the end of 1999, I 
was posting live weather data online," Ray Russell, who manages RaysWeather.com from 
Boone, said. 
 
A computer-science professor at Appalachian State University, Russell said that he 
considers meteorology a hobby. But he said that his Web site received about 2.5 million 
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page-views this month - and 150,000 page-views on days as stormy as yesterday. 
 
Russell uses 14 monitoring stations and National Weather Service data to compile 
forecasts for the Asheville, Boone and Hickory areas. He credited the site's popularity to 
its local focus. 
 
"The high country never had anybody in the high county telling them what the weather 
would be," he said. "They would always get their weather from someone who lived 
somewhere else." 
 
Russell said that he doesn't run the Web site and its online store for the profit, and he 
declined to quote revenue figures. But he said that the accounting has kept him busy. 
 
Local television stations also experienced an increase in ratings because of the storm. By 
coincidence, the stations are in the midst of a sweeps season. (Winston Salem Journal, 
2/27/04) 
 
NOV 2004 Successful With Winter Forecasts 
 
Weather systems are expected to track, for the most part, west to east across the United 
States for much of the early winter. But after the start of the new year, a negative NAO 
condition is forecast, sending cold air masses from Canada into the East. 
  
Several forecasters, including WeatherAmerica’s Larry Cosgrove, say the cold air 
outbreaks in the Southeast will be sporadic. In other words, we’ll enjoy occasional breaks 
of mild weather between our trips to the deep freeze. 
  
And even though the El Nino pattern is weak, it is expected to be strong enough to send a 
few storm systems across the U.S. Southwest, into the Gulf of Mexico, and then up the 
East Coast. 
  
If cold air is in place when a storm system approaches the Carolinas, it could mean snow 
or ice. 
  
This news comes on the heels of a winter that produced a memorable storm - the 13.2-
inch snowfall Feb. 26-27 in Charlotte, with more than 20 inches in northern York and 
Lancaster counties. 
  
But don’t look to last year for comparisons, forecasters say. 
  
”We expect a pattern somewhat similar to the winter of 2002-2003,” WSI’s Crawford said. 
  
That’s not good, either, unless you like snow and ice. 
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Charlotte was hit with a devastating ice storm in December 2002, two snowstorms a 
month later, and a sleet storm in February. And the winter ended with flooding rains in 
March. 
  
That brings up another point: When will it end? 
  
Ray Russell, an Appalachian State University professor who has enjoyed considerable 
success with his winter forecasts, says El Nino-dominated winters (even with a weak El 
Nino condition) “tend to have big finishes, with more than normal snow in March and 
April, especially on the mountaintops.” (Charlotte Observer, 11/10/04) 
 
DEC 2004 Explains How Long-Range Forecasting Works 
 
Even folks on the inside agree that long-term forecasts are something of a crapshoot. 
  
By day, Ray Russell teaches computer science at Appalachian State University in Boone. 
But after the last class bell rings, he’s the brains behind raysweather.com. Ask just about 
anyone associated with North Carolina’s ski industry -- or with mountain living in general 
-- where they turn for weather info and Ray’s is at or near the top of the list. 
  
”To be honest, don’t pay a lot of attention to the week-to-week thing,” cautions Russell, 
who employs three part-time meteorologists. The “week-to-week” thing he’s referring to? 
His week-by-week high country forecast for winter. “It’s just to have fun with the woolly 
worm.” 
  
Woolly worm? 
  
Indeed, at the Oct. 26 Woolly Worm Festival, “Sparky,” the Greg Fishel of the caterpillar 
world, predicted a colder and snowier winter for the North Carolina high country 
(woollyworm.com for specifics). 
  
”The overall forecast I stand by,” Russell says. That forecast calls for 125 percent of regular 
snowfall this winter and temperatures a degree or two below normal. 
  
In the more reliable short-term, Russell says lower temperatures will prevail through 
December. “[Ski areas] will be able to build bases as high as they want.” High enough, 
Russell says, to weather a January thaw -- which he doesn’t see happening, by the way. 
  
Unreliable as long-term forecasts can be, a misplaced short-term weather report can be 
equally deceptive. 
  
Say you’re thinking about taking the bus to Wintergreen in a couple of days. Like a lot of 
people seeking a local weather report, you may be tempted to consult weather.com, The 
Weather Channel’s Web site. But, to get the “local” weather report, you enter the ZIP 
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code of the nearest town. In the case of Wintergreen, for instance, that is 22958. But as 
Wintergreen’s Love points out, that’s the ZIP for nearby Nellysford. 
  
”They’re at 800 feet, we’re at 3,800 feet. Three thousand feet of elevation can make a big 
difference.” As much as a 20-degree difference, she says. 
  
That scenario applies to most ski areas, suggesting your best bet might be to see what the 
ski area’s own Web site says. 
  
Most regional ski areas consult various sources: the National Weather Service, local TV 
stations, The Weather Channel and any private services they subscribe to. The forecast is 
important to them, too: It helps them determine their snowmaking strategy. 
  
Besides, if raysweather.com is right, the forecast for this winter is a foregone conclusion. 
  
”I think they’re gonna have a great season,” Russell says. “I really do.” (Raleigh News and 
Observer, 12/19/04) 
 
2005 
 
JAN 2005 Explains Why Cold Weather Forecast Off 
 
The optimist in Gil Adams surfaces when he tells you over the phone, “At least it hasn’t 
rained.” 
  
But his Pollyanna talk is tarnished by the faint sound of his knocking on wood. 
  
Adams heads up the ski patrol and marketing department at Ski Beech, which touts itself 
as the Southeast’s highest ski area at 5,506 feet. But even at a mile up, Beech hasn’t been 
able to escape the warm air that has settled over the Southeast, turning young men’s and 
women’s thoughts more toward surfing than skiing -- and turning the region’s 19 ski areas 
into muddy messes. 
  
As of Thursday, two ski areas had succumbed to the warmth, with temperatures reaching 
into the 60s during the day and dropping into only the upper 40s at night, well above the 
temperature needed to crank up the snow guns. As a result, the bases that had built up 
during the last three, cold weeks of December have been melting faster than the Wicked 
Witch of the West. 
  
So what happened? Going into the season, everyone from the Farmer’s Almanac to Sparky 
the wooly worm said this would be a cold, snowy winter. 
  
The culprit, says Ray Russell, proprietor of raysweather.com, is a stubborn high pressure 
system over Cuba that’s preventing cold weather from moving in from the west. 
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”We really are in a summer pattern,” says Russell, whose popular high country forecasting 
service predicted temperatures this winter two degrees lower than normal and snowfall 25 
percent higher…….  
  
And remember, said raysweather.com’s Russell, the season is young. ”I would caution 
everybody that we’re only two weeks into winter,” said Russell. “I wouldn’t pass judgment 
yet. Maybe we’ll pull it out.” (RNO, 1/9/05) 
 
2006 
 
APR 2006 Takes Part in Weather Summit 
 
Questions about a reported gust of at least 200 mph atop Grandfather Mountain have led 
to a cooperative effort between weather experts and officials there to measure fierce winds 
at the peak. 
  
When a wind gauge topped out at 200 mph sometime overnight on Jan. 24-25 near the 
summit of Grandfather Mountain, it made news across the country. It was the highest 
recorded wind in North Carolina and approached the legendary world record of 231 mph, 
set in 1934 at Mount Washington in New Hampshire. 
  
Though scientists didn’t question that the measurement was made in good faith, they said 
it couldn’t be compared with measurements taken at other weather stations that meet 
guidelines of the National Weather Service or the World Meteorological Organization. 
  
The anemometer -- a wind gauge with cups attached to short arms connected to a 
spinning vertical shaft -- is on top of the visitor’s center at Grandfather, and experts say 
that could affect the reading. The wind slams into the side of the building, then speeds up 
as it whips across the roof. Experts at Mount Washington have given advice on equipment. 
Measuring such high winds can be tricky, especially in the winter when a wind gauge can 
freeze if it’s not heated or if someone doesn’t knock the ice off it. Morton said he hopes to 
have the new anemometer up by fall. 
  
When Baker Perry, an instructor at Appalachian State University, heard the news about 
the record-setting wind, he called Grandfather Mountain president Crae Morton to talk 
about it. Perry said that there was a lot of goodwill on both sides as they figured out how 
new equipment could help them compare “apples to apples” in measuring winds. 
  
Morton said he was happy to get the help and met in March with what he calls an “all-star 
cast” for a weather summit at Grandfather Mountain. The group included Perry and fellow 
ASU professors Pete Soule and Ray Russell; National Weather Service experts from the 
Greenville-Spartanburg, S.C., center, including Larry Gabric, the meteorologist in charge 
of the center; and Ryan Boyles, an associate state climatologist. It also included Grant 
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Goodge, well-known in mountain-weather circles, who recently retired but is still under 
contract with the National Climatic Data Center in Asheville. 
  
”When that much scientific brainpower is telling you you may have a problem, there’s no 
other choice but to pay attention,” Morton said. “Thankfully, weather is a very measurable 
phenomenon, and a few steps can set things right.” 
  
One recommendation they made is that the anemometer should be mounted on a tower 
30 or so feet high. That allows the wind gauge to be free of air disturbances from buildings 
or other objects and to get a true wind reading. (AP, 4/3/06) 
 
OCT 2006 Long-Term Winter Forecast 
 
This week is suppose to be chilly, but how cold will it be the rest of the winter? 
  
Here’s what various forecasters are calling for in the Charlotte region and the western 
Carolinas. 
  
CHILLY WINTER AHEAD? | 
  
This week is supposed to be chilly, but how cold will it be this winter? 
  
Here’s what various forecasters are calling for in the Charlotte region and the western 
Carolinas. 
  
APPALACHIAN STATE UNIVERSITY (DR. RAY RUSSELL) 
  
** Temperatures: Below normal. 
  
** Precipitation: Above normal. 
  
** Summary: Boone could get 55 inches of snow, with 18 to 22 inches in Asheville and 10 
to 15 inches in the foothills. Russell’s forecast doesn’t include the Piedmont. (CO, 
10/24/06) 
 
2007 
 
AUG 2007 Son-In-Law Killed in Iraq 
 
An Armed Forces Tribute in Ashe County today will have festivities to honor military 
veterans and active troops, but it will also be a somber reminder that the nation is at war. 
  
Among those honored during a moment of silence will be U.S. Army Lt. John Edds, who 
was killed by an improvised-explosive device while on patrol in Iraq on Aug. 17. 
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Edds was a Michigan native and West Point graduate who married Laura Russell in Boone 
in 2005. Laura Russell is the daughter of Ray and Rhonda Russell. 
  
The Russells -- Ray Russell is well-known for his online Ray’s Weather page, and Rhonda 
Russell is a kindergarten teacher at Parkway Elementary School -- sent an online tribute to 
organizers of today’s activities. 
  
”John was an outstanding young man -- the man every dad would want his daughter to 
marry,” they wrote. “He loved the Lord, our daughter, and our country dearly. John was 
also an outstanding Army officer, which brought him some of the most dangerous duty in 
Iraq. In spite of this danger, we always believed he would come back home. We loved 
him every bit as much as if he were our own son.” (Winston-Salem Journal, 8/25/07) 
 
NOV 2007 Warmer Forecast For Winter 
  
Ray Russell, who teaches at Appalachian State in Boone, is one of the most-heeded folks 
in the High Country and not because of his programming prowess. Russell is the brains 
behind Ray’s Weather (www.raysweather.com), which issues the most religiously 
observed weather forecast in the mountains. He and his staff of part-time meteorologists 
are a bit pessimistic. 
  
Russell: Temperatures will be a degree or two above normal in the mountains, while 
snowfall will be 60 percent of average. Blame La Ni–a. 
  
So, it’s going to warm and dry in the mountains. That doesn’t bode well for skiing and 
boarding. (RNO, 11/4/07) 
 
NOV 2007 Background on How He Began Forecasting 
 
In Boone, Ray Russell has released Ray’s Fearless Winter Forecast. With a team of five 
meteorologists examining historical data and the ocean temperatures that can drive 
weather patterns, Russell sees a warmer and drier winter than normal for Western North 
Carolina. 
  
A computer science professor at Appalachian State University, Russell grew frustrated with 
weather reports in the mid-1990s. 
  
”There was no live weather data coming out of our area,” he said. 
  
He started tinkering with computer models and produced his own snow forecasts for 
Boone, posting his findings on the ASU Web site. 
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Now RaysWeather.com picks up an average of 2.5 million viewers a month, and up to 5 
million hits during winter months. Since 2000, Russell also has produced Ray’s Fearless 
Winter Forecast. 
  
Russell sees a 10-year snow drought continuing, stretching from Boone and the ski slopes 
of the High Country down into Asheville. 
  
”In Boone, we’ve averaged 28 inches a year for the last 10 years, compared to more than 
40 inches in previous decades,” he said. “Something is going on there. You just can’t 
argue with the trend that we’re getting less snow than usual.” 
  
In New Hampshire, the Old Farmer’s Almanac, the nation’s oldest periodical, is out with 
its 2008 edition. Using a proprietary formula that looks at solar activity, ocean 
temperatures and historical data, the almanac’s meteorologists project 2008 as the 
warmest year on record and the upcoming winter as particularly mild. 
  
Over the Appalachian region, which stretches from Elmira, N.Y., to Asheville, the almanac 
sees a chance for more snow than usual when cold temperatures strike in midwinter. 
  
”We’ve been doing this for 216 years,” said Janice Stillman, an almanac editor. Overall, 
the almanac claims 80 percent accuracy for its predictions. 
  
Stillman added, “No matter what the weather, the only perfect climate is in bed.” 
  
Russell agreed that long-range forecasts are tricky. “I hate to call it a guess,” he said. “It’s 
not like we walked outside and stuck our finger in the wind. There is a lot of analysis. But 
the atmosphere is tremendously complex.” 
  
”It’s a forecast based on a forecast,” Russell said, because his predictions depend on 
federal researchers who observe a weather pattern called La Nina that is forming in the 
Pacific Ocean. La Nina, which involves ocean water temperatures that are cooler than 
normal, typically leads to warmer, drier conditions, particularly over the Eastern United 
States. (Asheville Citizen-Times, 11/9/07) 
 
2008 
 
MAR 2008 Profile 
 
Dr. Ray Russell wanted to be a weatherman from the time he was 8 years old. He became 
a computer scientist instead. But years later, thanks to his continuing interest and a gift 
from his wife, his childhood dream came true. And today he shares his knowledge of the 
weather with folks all over the world. 
 
Growing up in middle Tennessee, Ray loved snow, he said. It meant a day out of school. 
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He liked weather forecasts and had a keen interest in the weather. But his career path took 
him to religion and computer science. He earned degrees in religion, computer science 
and math and pursued jobs in those fields. But he never lost his interest in the weather. 
 
In 1998, Ray’s wife gave him a weather station for Christmas. He was teaching computer 
science at Appalachian State University at the time. Using the weather station, he started 
posting snow forecasts on the computers as a hobby in 1999. The site got lots of visitors, 
so he started the Boone weather forecast followed later by Ashe County and other 
locations. 
 
From one weather station in Rutherford to 25 stations from Sparta to Asheville, Ray’s 
Weather Forecast went from around 6,000 hits to over 3 million, reaching hundreds of 
thousands of people in the U.S. and many other countries every month. Not just residents 
here are interested in the forecast, but also those who might travel here or have relatives 
and friends here, or who just like to check out the weather in the North Carolina 
mountains as well as down the mountain in Wilkesboro, Hickory and Lenoir. 
 
Ray started RaysWeather.Com, Inc. in 2001 and local people can get their weather news 
from his website (www.asheweather.com) every day, especially enjoying the golf balls 
and snowman used to forecast good days and snow accumulation. 
 
Ray’s Weather Center went from a hobby to a business, so he has offices in Boone with 
employees, advertising and five weather people. All this he recently explained to a class of 
students at Blue Ridge Elementary School, a new weather station site. Another station is to 
be installed at Mountain View Elementary School. 
 
Students were treated to an informative program in the school auditorium with Dr. Ray 
Russell describing how his business came about and showing the students a sample 
weather station. He explained the connection between the weather station high up on a 
pole outdoors to the computer in a lab that collects and analyzes the information and the 
website that announces the forecasts. Then they all trooped outside for a look at the new 
station and to participate in a ribbon cutting ceremony to celebrate the occasion of BRES 
becoming the newest weather collection station. 
 
The station was purchased by the school’s Parent Teacher Organization and sponsored by 
Timber Solutions in Lansing and Warrensville Drug Diabetes Shoppe. Representing the 
sponsors were Amy Price and Chris Jones of the PTO, Kevin Reed from Timber Solutions 
and Mack Powers from Warrensville Drug. (Jefferson Post, 3/14/08) 
 
NOV 2008 Predicts More Snow For Winter 
 
The coldest air so far this season spread into the Carolinas on Tuesday, and temperatures 
were forecast in the lower 20s for this morning. 
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Is this a sign of things to come this winter? Some forecasters think so. 
  
Joe Bastardi, a noted long-range meteorologist with Pennsylvania-based AccuWeather, 
predicts this will be the coldest winter in several years across much of the East. 
  
”It may be a shock to some, when compared with the above-average temperatures of last 
year in the East,” Bastardi said. 
  
Ray Russell, an Appalachian State University faculty member who is an expert on N.C. 
mountain weather, predicts more snow this winter than in recent years - but still less than 
the average. The average annual snowfall in Charlotte is 5.2 inches. 
  
The Climate Prediction Center, run by the U.S. government, differs. Its meteorologists 
predict warmer-than-normal temperatures and dry conditions from December through 
February. 
  
The season’s first cold wave blew into the Carolinas this morning, accompanied by 
enough mountain snow to close schools in several counties. Temperatures are not 
expected to climb above the mid 40s today in Charlotte (CO, 11/19/08) 
 
2009 
 
DEC 2009 Forecasting Is “Inherently A Tough Job” 
 
If Ray Russell ends up getting it wrong with his forecast for snow in the mountains today, 
chances are he will have some company. 
  
Predicting the path and severity of winter storms in Western North Carolina is tricky 
business. One valley or ridge can be blanketed, while the next one over has little snow or 
none at all. 
  
Meteorologists working for Russell, owner of raysweather.com, issued a forecast for the 
Asheville area calling for a mix of rain and snow changing over to light snow this 
afternoon. 
  
The National Weather Service on Friday issued a winter storm warning through late 
tonight for most areas of Western North Carolina above 3,500 feet and a winter weather 
advisory for area below that. The warnings mean travel could be dangerous. 
  
Less than an inch was forecast for the immediate Asheville area, but higher elevations in 
the northern mountains were expected to get more. 
  
”It’s inherently a hard job,” said Russell, a computer science professor at Appalachian 
State University. “Weather is a complex phenomenon. 
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”We’re trying to walk a fine line in the description of the event. Most of the time we get it 
pretty doggone close.” 
  
Today’s storm is what Doug Miller, chairman of the atmospheric sciences department at 
UNC Asheville, calls a “marginal snow event,” which is harder to predict than when you 
have an abundance of moisture, cold air and the right circulation for the formation of 
clouds. 
  
Today’s forecast “is a challenge because these favorable factors are not widespread across 
the whole area,” Miller said. “So there will be pockets where the air is a little too warm at 
first. There may be other areas where there is not favorable circulation to make clouds. 
  
”Smaller-scale events are harder to predict. You have very localized circulations caused 
by the unique peaks and valleys.” 
  
Miller said the National Weather Service generally does well in forecasting areas that are 
likely to get snow, but there can be smaller areas within that don’t get much of anything. 
The Weather Service errs on the side of caution. 
  
”Their job is to save lives and property, so they are trying to get the warning out to people 
who are potentially impacted by this bad weather,” he said. 
  
Forecasts are made using computer models that make calculations based on radar imagery 
and other instruments. But Miller said radar scans are limited to detecting moisture high 
up in the atmosphere. 
  
”So it misses a lot of the air in the layer next to the ground,” he said. “One of the things 
that happens this time of year is the air right next to the ground can usually be pretty dry, 
so when a storm first gets started some of the precipitation that falls out of the clouds 
never makes it to the ground.” 
  
Blair Holloway, a meteorologist with the National Weather Service, said the mountains 
present other forecasting challenges. 
  
”Certainly the terrain and elevation change makes it more difficult,” he said. “With the 
change in elevation comes a change in temperatures. With flat terrain it would be a much 
simpler forecast.” 
  
Holloway said another complicating factor is the tendency of precipitation to change 
forms, such as from rain to snow or sleet to freezing rain. 
  
Russell said online weather services that base forecasts strictly on computer modeling 
shouldn’t be trusted. “You just cannot take the human element out of it,” he said. 
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But Russell maintains that weather forecasters in general get a bum rap. 
  
”Forecasters can be right 99 days out of 100, and people will remember the one day they 
were wrong,” he said. “People ought to marvel that it can be done at all.” (ACT, 12/5/09) 
 
2010 
 
DEC 2010 Explains Why Christmas Forecast Went Wrong 
 
They got it right before they got it wrong. 
  
I’m talking about weather forecasters here. The ones that, 10 days out, were calling for a 
white Christmas and even predicting a “moderate” snow event for Asheville. The same 
ones that, about three or four days from Christmas, scaled back those predictions to an 
inch or a dusting. 
  
STAFF Staff 
  
Boy, were they wrong. As we all know, a major winter snowstorm developed just in time 
to give Western North Carolina the gift of a frigid, snowy holiday — the snowiest 
Christmas Day ever recorded in Asheville, with 6.5 inches recorded in about 24 hours. 
  
Many mountain communities saw 8, 10 or 12 inches of snow pile up. 
  
What went so horribly wrong with the predictions? I called up one of my most trusted 
sources for local weather forecasts to ask. 
  
Ray Russell is the founder of Ray’s Weather (raysweather.com), a great online source of 
detailed weather information for our mountains. 
  
Russell’s forecasts followed most all the others. Using computer modeling data from the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, he and his fellow meteorologists were 
watching a northern stream of energy coming down from Canada and a southern stream 
of energy coming up from the Gulf of Mexico. 
  
Where the two would meet, dance and produce some wintry precipitation was the 
question. 
  
Russell and his Ray’s Weather colleague, chief meteorologist Eric Anderson, predicted a 
white Christmas in the 10-day forecast that first included Christmas. But about five days 
out, they noted differences in the computer models and downgraded their snowfall 
predictions to an inch or so. 
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The afternoon of Christmas Eve, Anderson e-mailed Russell to say that he’d seen one 
computer model that indicated a much bigger snowstorm for the mountains of North 
Carolina. 
  
Russell said that model was mostly discounted by forecasters. He also said that NOAA 
officials went so far as to send out a bulletin information used in that one model was 
incorrect. 
  
Late in the afternoon, Anderson called Russell to say he’d been poring over the data and 
said he was confident that a significant Christmas Day storm was bearing down. “He 
called and said this is for real,” Russell said. 
  
Between 8 and 10 p.m., Russell and Anderson revamped their forecasts and upped their 
snowfall predictions significantly — they called for 4-8 inches. 
  
At midnight, they upped the snow total forecast to 6-10 inches. Russell admits that most 
people were likely focused on Christmas doings rather than watching for storm updates. 
  
Up until Christmas Eve, “all the models, for whatever reason, were focused on that lead 
weaker disturbance and were somehow blinded to that second, bigger disturbance” 
behind it coming down from Canada, Russell said. 
  
”Being a computer scientist, my idea a lot of times is that our modeling can have a lot of 
the same errors as humans, because humans create them,” he said. 
  
Meanwhile, Russell is standing by his winter forecast, posted in October, which calls for a 
milder-than-normal season. It’s not unprecedented to have a harsh beginning to a winter 
that turns warmer and less snowy, he said. 
  
Russell compared his winter forecast to baking a cake. “We’re only 10 minutes into 
baking this cake. We’re going to let the whole thing cool, and if it tastes bad when it’s 
done, then it’s bad,” he said. “But we’re not going to judge the product when we’re just 
getting started.” 
  
I’m with Russell on this one. The weather in these mountains is notoriously mercurial, so 
I’m willing to give him a pass. 
  
And I’ll check back in on that forecast cake in March. (ACT, 12/28/10) 
 
2011 
 
JAN 2011 Admits Winter Prediction Was Off 
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In the wake of Asheville’s .second-coldest December in history and the recent snowy 
onslaught, famed Western North Carolina forecaster Ray Russell conceded defeat, or at 
least revised his earlier prediction. In a “death notice” posted on the Ray’s Weather Center 
Facebook page, Russell acknowledged that his long-range “Fearless Forecast” had proved 
to be way off. 
  
Ray’s Weather has built a reputation as a source for the most accurate local weather 
predictions, but this year it had wrongly called for a drier, milder winter than normal. 
Russell blamed “a stubbornly negative North Atlantic oscillation” for the discrepancy, 
explaining that it had created a “trough in the eastern U.S. allowing cold air to drive deep 
into the Southeast.” 
  
Just a few weeks ago, Russell told Xpress he thought the Atlantic trough would break up, 
paving the way for “a radical change in temperatures” due to a pocket of cooler than-
average water in the Pacific Ocean (see “Slip-sliding Away” in our Dec. 22 issue). He 
pointed out that this phenomenon, known as La Niña, historically results in warmer 
winters throughout the Southeast. And Russell cited La Niña again in his updated Jan. 13 
long-range forecast, predicting, “The second half of winter will be milder than the first part 
has been.” 
  
Guess we’ll have to wait and see how that pans out. (Mountain Xpress, 1/19/11) 
 
2012 
 
DEC 2012 New Website For Parkway Webcams 
 
Ray’s Weather.com, a popular website offering local weather data, will release a separate 
website and webcams that will capture live scenes and weather reports along the length 
of the Blue Ridge Parkway through North Carolina and into Virginia. 
  
In an announcement on its FaceBook page, Ray’s Weather Center offered a sneak peak at 
a series of 18 weather stations and web cams scheduled to be in operation in January. The 
project is funded by the Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation. 
  
The website was founded by Ray Russell, an Appalachian State University academic who 
wanted to tailor regional weather reports first to the Boone area and then to communities 
across the mountains. 
  
Ray’s Weather has some two dozen webcams features at its site, including a Tourists Cam 
from the press box overlooking McCormick Field, home to the Asheville Tourists. Other 
cams capture continual images from area ski slopes and downtowns. (ACT, 12/30/12) 
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2013 
 
FEB 2013 Hires New Meteorologist 
 
Feb. 19, 2013. With excitement building as they near a huge expansion of their coverage 
area, RaysWeather.com has hired a full-time Meteorologist/Sales Executive to help meet 
the continued demand for up to date and accurate weather forecasting. 
 
David Still has joined the RaysWeather.com team on a full-time basis, leaving the TV 
spotlight as the morning meteorologist at ABC24 in Memphis, Tenn. for the last three 
years. Previously, Still worked for the ABC affiliate in Sioux City, Iowa on the northern 
fringe of Tornado Alley. David is no stranger to North Carolina or its wild mountain 
weather. Raised in Charlotte, he graduated from Appalachian State University in 2001 
with an Electronic Media/Broadcasting degree in Communication. Upon graduation Still 
worked for Infinity Broadcasting in Charlotte as an Account Executive and then as a 
Regional Sales Manager for a manufacturer’s rep firm based in Nashville. A life-long 
calling to become a meteorologist was fulfilled a few years later when Still completed his 
Certificate of Major in Atmospheric Sciences from the University of North Carolina at 
Asheville.  
 
Still will be an ambassador for RaysWeather.com as their forecasting region expands 
throughout parts of the Appalachian Mountains. From school classroom visits, to assisting 
customers with their advertising needs, to contributing to the most accurate weather 
forecast in Western North Carolina, Still will be a huge benefit to the local community.  
 
Ray Russell, President of RaysWeather.com says, “We are blessed to have David join our 
growing business. Adding a full-time meteorologist living here in the High Country is a big 
step for RaysWeather.Com. David will be a great asset to us not only in forecasting but 
also because of his experience in sales. We are in the midst of a major expansion and 
overhaul of our websites. This will prove to be a break-out year for the company.” 
 
RaysWeather.com began in 1999 with Ray, one backyard weather station, and a 
wintertime snow forecast. From that small start, RaysWeather.com now boasts a total of 5 
office staff and 5 forecasters and meteorologists covering the mountain region from 
Waynesville to Sparta, including Asheville, Burnsville, Banner Elk, Boone, Jefferson, and 
the foothills from Mt. Airy to Morganton. (HCPress.com, 2/19/13) 
 
NOV 2013 Parkway Weather Stations in Place 
 
A common complaint from wintertime Blue Ridge Parkway visitors is seeing a “Parkway 
closed for winter weather” gate in Asheville, when the skies are sunny and the air is 
warm. They can’t see the snow and ice a few miles down the road. 
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A newly launched Blue Ridge Parkway weather site will help visitors understand the fickle 
nature of parkway weather, said Carolyn Ward, CEO of the Blue Ridge Parkway 
Foundation, the fundraising nonprofit for the parkway. 
  
STAFF Asheville 
  
The foundation, along with the parkway, Appalachian State University and 
RaysWeather.com, have partnered to launch specialized weather websites — 
BRPweather.com and BRPwebcams.org — just to keep weather tabs on the parkway and 
its 469-mile stretch of scenic roadway from the Smokies in Cherokee to Shenandoah 
National Park in Waynesboro, Va. 
  
Using information from weather stations and webcams installed along the parkway, the 
weather sites include custom forecasts, live weather conditions, live webcam images and 
video, radar and satellite imagery and climate information. 
  
”Weather along the parkway is a significant issue — for the visitor experience and also 
visitor safety,” said Ward, who began working on the project with Dr. Ray Russell, CEO of 
Raysweather.com and a professor at ASU, about two years ago. 
  
”We realized if we could install cameras and weather stations up and down the entire 
length of the parkway, we could create a fantastic weather tool to look at weather trends, 
get fantastic climate date, amazing opportunities for visitors and the traveling public, and 
a management tool so managers could see weather getting bad on a particular ridge and 
close the parkway in a much more proactive way for visitors.” 
  
The site went live on Nov. 1. Data from the 22 weather stations — 14 are on the North 
Carolina side — and eight cameras is freely available to researchers in a standard format 
for projects ranging from park management to research in climate/meteorology, 
education/outreach, ecology, biology and other areas. 
  
The National Park Service will use the webcams and weather information to improve 
safety by being more alert to weather changes and adverse road conditions, said David 
Still, a meteorologist and Raysweather.com director of business development. 
  
The partnership will also be a revenue-generator for the parkway, with a portion of the 
proceeds from online advertising sales donated to the Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation. 
  
The site offers live weather as well as a seven-day forecast written by five forecasters. 
  
”What you’re getting is a better and more accurate forecast with a human touch than you 
would get from your phone that is computer generated.” 
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He said the site is map-based and user-friendly, allowing people to customize their 
profiles. There is no fee to use it. 
  
”They can log in, submit information on parkway activities they like, such as driving or 
hiking, set the map zoom level to the part of parkwy that interests them most, zoom in, get 
current conditions and see the webcam image.” 
  
The Blue Ridge Parkway is the most visited of all 401 National Park Service sites, with 
more than 15 million visitors each year. It has widely varying terrain over its nearly 500 
miles, ranging more than 5,000 feet in elevation, offering surprises for travelers from one 
destination to the next. 
  
”As we all know, the weather in our mountains changes from one ridge to the next, and 
this site will help us all plan better, be prepared, and enjoy our parkway adventures even 
more,” Ward said. 
  
The foundation paid about $70,000 to get the weather sites up and running but is 
confident they will more than pay for themselves, and continue to fund more parkway 
projects. (ACT, 11/5/13) 
 
DEC 2013 History of His Weather Site Profiled 
 
Everyone talks about the weather, but nobody ever does anything about it.” 
  
Ray Russell, a computer science professor at Appalachian State University, didn’t set out 
to prove Mark Twain’s wisecrack wrong. He just wanted to get a better forecast for 
snowstorms across the High Country of Western North Carolina. 
  
STAFF Asheville 
  
What started as a hobby with the weather station kit his wife bought him for Christmas 
almost 20 years ago has boomed into a thriving online business. 
  
Clicking on RaysWeather.com, an average of 300,000 unique monthly visitors troop to 
about a dozen domain names that cover Surry County at the Virginia state line down the 
Blue Ridge to Asheville and Waynesville. 
  
In the mid-’90s, when the Internet was in its infancy and accessed with clunky dial-up 
connections, weather data came out of Raleigh, covering everything from Wilmington to 
Murphy. Russell was frustrated that weather reports couldn’t predict when it would snow 
in Boone. 
  
When he set up his backyard station, Russell had Boone’s first live feed of weather data, 
which he began to post daily on the Appalachian State University website. 
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What was a part-time hobby became a professional business. With a home office, his 
daughter handling bookkeeping and his wife selling advertising, the computer scientist 
turned into a weather entrepreneur. His staff has grown to nine paid employees, including 
a team of four meteorologists. 
  
”We started with zero investment and literally pulled it up by the bootstraps,” he said. 
  
Russell admits he’s never had a business class in his life. Once he ran into Joedy Eller, 
former chairman of the Boone Area Chamber of Commerce on Main Street. 
  
”Ray, you have done the best job of branding your business that I’ve ever seen,” Eller said. 
  
”What’s branding?” Russell asked. 
  
Personality and bravado 
  
Early on, Russell showed his personality, adding the Fearless Winter Forecast. It was 
somewhat of a stunt to help promote the Woolly Worm Festival in Banner Elk. Going head 
to head versus a woolly worm with science wasn’t difficult, he said. 
  
And his weather watchers aren’t afraid to put a little wit into their forecasts, compared 
with the more generic National Weather Service bulletins that cover multiple states. 
  
Russell nearly did away with his popular Fearless Winter Forecast after hits and misses in 
recent seasons. It galls him that people remember miscalls for lots of snow rather than the 
accurate day-to-day forecasts his team predicted throughout the winter. 
  
Witness the Great Flizzard of 2010. 
  
When the NWS issued a blizzard warning Feb. 11, calling for heavy snowfall and gusting 
winds for all of Buncombe County, Ray’s forecasters jumped into the fray. 
  
”Calm down ... there will be no blizzard in Asheville today! The NWS Blizzard Warning 
should have been reserved for north and west of here closer to the TN/NC line.” 
  
That prediction held true. Asheville saw only a dusting of occasional flurries. Meanwhile, 
Mars Hill reported 7 inches of snow that afternoon. 
  
Not to badmouth the federal agency. “They’re hardworking folks who have to deal with 
shrinking resources,” Russell says, adding federal employees do a great job forecasting the 
big picture. 
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But the online forecasts of bigger private weather companies do bug him, especially when 
visitors type in a ZIP code and hope to find a real local forecast. 
  
”These big weather sites, they don’t have a clue what the temperature is in Weaverville. 
They don’t have a station there, they’re just extrapolating,” Russell said. “We have real 
weather stations with real forecasts with real people.” 
  
RaysWeather proves popular with professional observers as well. 
  
”It’s an outstanding resource,” said Pamela McCown, a meteorologist who most recently 
worked with Asheville-Buncombe Technical Community College’s Institute for Climate 
Education. 
  
Based at Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport in South Carolina, NWS forecasters 
must paint the big picture from north Georgia through Upstate South Carolina into the 
Western North Carolina mountains. 
  
”That’s a huge forecasting task with so many different microclimates,” McCown 
explained. “That’s the real benefit from RaysWeather, that he can focus on those 
mountainous areas.” 
  
”It’s a good place for one-stop shopping to find observations from around the area,” said 
Doug Miller, associate professor at UNC Asheville’s atmospheric sciences department. 
  
RaysWeather links some 80 weather stations across the region, including the campus 
station at UNCA. 
  
Expanding the brand 
  
The business’s most recent hire is David Still, who joined RaysWeather.com in February 
as director of business development. 
  
After graduating with a communications degree from Appalachian State University, Still 
got his certificate in atmospheric science at UNCA and worked as a TV meteorologist in 
Memphis, Tenn. 
  
Still had fond memories of RaysWeather from his days as Boone undergraduate. “I’d been 
following him since 2000. I reached out to Ray to see what he was thinking long-term. He 
told me about his parkway project.” 
  
The company just completed an ambitious expansion, adding 22 stations and eight 
webcams up and down the scenic Blue Ridge Parkway. 
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RaysWeather partnered with the National Park Service, the nonprofit Blue Ridge Parkway 
Foundation, along with Appalachian State, to launch specialized weather websites: 
BRPweather.com and BRPwebcams.org. 
  
Now visitors or just the curious can keep tabs on what’s happening weather-wise on the 
parkway that weaves through the region’s highest elevations. 
  
”We want to get travelers better information about what to expect up on the parkway, 
particularly with weather closings,” Russell said. “We were able to do the whole project 
for $70,000, and it didn’t cost the taxpayer one dime.” 
  
Russell wants to see more stations extending into Virginia and could see the RaysWeather 
model exported from the mountains to other outdoor recreation communities like 
Pinehurst or popular beach towns in the Carolinas. 
  
But for now, he likes forecasting what he knows best: mountain storms and sunny days 
that he gives a ranking of one to five golf tees. One golf tee equals a day fit only for “polar 
bears or ducks.” 
  
Five golf tees — “Bosses, you better stand at the door. (Or will bosses be the first out the 
door?)” 
  
That kind of personality in weather predictions wins local fans and unexpected 
testimonies. 
  
During this interview at Russell’s Boone offices, a man knocked at the door and poked his 
head inside. He wore a housepainter’s cap and splattered coveralls. 
  
”This is RaysWeather?” he asked. “Where’s Ray?” 
  
”That would be me,” Russell volunteered. 
  
”Love your site,” the painter said, and ducked out. 
  
Ray’s Fearless Forecast 
  
Ray Russell, president of RaysWeather.com, has wanted to do away with his Fearless 
Forecast after the bust of recent years. 
  
While his team didn’t miss with its day-to-day forecasts each winter, long-range forecasts 
are much more difficult to create. 
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Forecasters start with signals with the La Niña/El Niño oscillations of currents and 
temperatures in the Pacific Ocean that can dictate the severity of U.S. winter weather. 
Unfortunately, those signals are weak and inconclusive this year. (ACT, 12/1/13) 
 
2014 
 
OCT 2014 Predicting Cold Winter 
 
— Are the stars aligning for a colder-than-usual, snowy winter in the Asheville area? 
  
Area and national forecasters seem to think so, based on the likely formation of an El Nino 
pattern far away in the tropical Pacific Ocean. 
  
Ray’s Weather Center, a localized weather source based in Boone and covering Western 
North Carolina, in releasing its annual Fearless Winter Forecast on Friday predicted 
overall cold temperatures and above-average snowfall — to the tune of 18 inches in 
Asheville. The city averages about 12 inches per winter. 
  
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Climate Prediction Center, in its 
winter forecast released Thursday, also predicted cooler-than-average temperatures and 
above-average precipitation, though without being specific about snowfall. 
  
While other factors are involved, both forecasts are based largely on the likelihood that an 
El Nino pattern will set up by the end of the year. El Nino, a periodic warming of tropical 
Pacific waters, can affect weather around the world, generally bringing cooler, wetter 
weather to the Southeast. 
  
”The wild card, I think, is how strong the El Nino will be,” said Ray’s Weather Center 
founder Ray Russell. 
  
He said an El Nino “is a huge factor in the southeastern U.S.” 
  
In the last El Nino, in 2009-10, Asheville marked one of its snowiest winters on record, 
with 39.2 inches. And the city in 2009 ended up with 62.13 inches of rain, well above the 
45-inch average. 
  
If the El Nino pattern holds true, look for snow amounts to pick up as the winter 
progresses, Russell said. 
  
”El Nino winters tend to have less snow in the first half and more in the second half,” he 
said. 
  
Russell reminded readers to keep a long range forecast in perspective. 
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”We put the best science to it that we could, but at the same time in any long range 
forecast things can happen,” he said. “Everyone should take any long range forecast with a 
grain of salt.” (ACT, 10/18/14) 
 
  
 
  
 
2016 
 
JAN 2016 Wins Business of Year Award 
 
Friends and neighbors came together on Thursday night for the first Business After Hours 
event of 2016 with the Boone Area Chamber of Commerce, which recognized at the event 
the recipients of its prestigious Business of the Year Awards….. 
 
The chamber’s Small Business of the Year recognition was awarded to Ray’s Weather, the 
High Country’s go-to resource for forecasts and all things weather in multiple counties.  
 
Although the chamber kept it all a secret from the recipients until the awards were 
distributed, Ray’s Weather founder and forecaster Ray Russell knew that something was 
up. 
“I would have never thought we were getting it, but I started to figure it out because 
everyone was making sure I would be there,” he said with a laugh. “The weirdest thing 
was that my wife, Rhonda, made sure I had a haircut before we went, and she’s never 
really cared about that before. She made the appointment for me and everything.” 
 
Pleasantly surprised by the recognition, Russell said the award is a not a personal 
achievement but a testament to the company and its employees. 
 
“It really speaks more to the people that work here than it does to me, and that’s really 
what it’s all about,” he said. “We have great people here and great forecasters that work 
for us, and this really is a company award.” 
 
Now in its 15th year of an incorporated business, Ray’s Weather began as a hobby when 
Russell, a professor at ASU’s Computer Science Department, first developed an interest in 
forecasting. 
 
In addition to helpful daily weather forecasts that are specific to each community in the 
High Country, Ray’s Weather also operates 85 weather stations and 40 webcams in 
western North Carolina, southwest Virginia and northeast Tennessee. Its expanded 
coverage area now includes Waynesboro, Virginia and Cherokee, North Carolina, 
spanning the entire stretch of the Blue Ridge Parkway. 
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The Ray’s Weather team boasts Russell as forecaster and four additional meteorologists, as 
well as an office manager, a sales leader, a system administrator and a programmer. 
 
“We’re just trying to provide a needed service to all people across western North Carolina 
and western Virginia so they can make good decisions about travel, activities and 
business,” Russell said. “It amazes me how many people are affected by what we do, and 
this has been a real humbling experience. We’re excited about it.” (HCPress.com, 
1/29/16) 
 
MAY 2016 Runs Full Length Of Parkway 
 
Ray Russell shivered a bit as the rain fell hard at the start of the Blue Ridge Parkway in 
Waynesboro. 
  
Although it was in the low-50s and raining Tuesday morning, Russell wasn’t rethinking his 
plan to run the parkway — all 469 miles — in under 30 days. His aim is to end on June 9 
in Cherokee, North Carolina. 
  
Russell, 59, of Boone, North Carolina, plans to “take it really easy” and run 20 miles a 
day. He’ll be running in the mornings and resting in the evenings. 
  
Russell is no stranger to running long distances. He’s completed 10 marathons. His friend 
David Still will be accompanying him on the run, either by driving along or running a few 
miles with him. They will be staying in hotels along the parkway. 
  
”I’m not the greatest runner in the world,” Russell said. “I’m not an ultra-marathoner. It 
will be a learning experience to run 20 miles a day, in terms of how much of a beating my 
body can take.” 
  
Last year, he completed a marathon in 3 hours and 22 minutes. He’s timed it so that he 
will be doing a mile in around 9 to 10 minutes on his parkway run. 
  
”It’s going to be an experiment in progress,” he said. 
  
One thing he did admit is the weather wasn’t exactly what he had hoped for. 
  
”If I were training, I’d be on the treadmill,” he said. 
  
Russell’s love of the parkway spurred the idea of running it. That and he has been 
involved with tracking weather along the parkway in North Carolina. 
  
”I had the idea a long time ago to put my running together with my weather (tracking),” he 
said. (The parkway) has so much impact on the forecast everyday.” 
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He also wanted to call attention to the parkway and the centennial celebration of the 
National Park Service. 
  
”It’s unlike anywhere else,” he said of the parkway. “There’s nothing like this any place in 
the world. It’s just a unique thing, and it’s something that could never be built again. The 
Blue Ridge Parkway is the most impressive geographical structure in the eastern part of the 
U.S.” 
  
This isn’t the only challenge Russell has faced. In 2009, he saw that he was overweight, 
started dieting and began walking on a treadmill for 30 minutes a day. That soon turned 
into running. He lost 85 pounds in a year and ran his first marathon. 
  
”You don’t get to this point in a day,” he said. “If you think it’s impossible, it’s not ... you 
take it in little steps.” (Staunton Daily News Leader, 5/18/16) 
 
JUN 2016 Finishes Parkway Run 
 
Consider these ridiculous stats during RaysWeather.com owner Ray Russell’s epic run 
across the Blue Ridge Parkway in May and June: 

• 24 days 
• 468.2 miles 
• 89 hours 27 minutes and 35 seconds 
• 55,720 miles of elevation 
• 794,877 steps 
• 57,926 calories 
• and 1 new grandbaby? 

 
Ray and Russell resting after some “busy” days. Photos courtesy RelayWithRay.com 
 
That’s right. Less than an hour before Russell, who was wearing a Fitbit tracker, finished 
his two-week long run across Southern Appalachia, Russell’s new grandson, Russell 
Gorman Berry, was born in Raleigh. 
 
“It’s been a really exciting day,” Russell said, a few hours after finishing the run last week 
and hearing  
news of little Russell entering this world about the same time. 
 
Grandpa Russell thought of attempting this feat – dubbed the Relay with Ray – as a way to 
acknowledge and celebrate the National Park Service’s centennial and the national 
treasure that is the Blue Ridge Parkway. Relay with Ray served as a fundraiser and 
volunteer outreach for Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation and the Friends of the Blue Ridge 
Parkway. It also served as a promotion of www.BRPWeather.com. 
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Throughout the trip, Russell was joined by a cast of characters, who would drop in for a 
mile or 20, supporting his effort and providing a little company along the way. For periods 
of time, Russell ran with a cancer survivor who was back to running marathons; a former 
alcoholic/drug addict who ran to instill discipline in his life and recovery; and a business 
owner from Sparta who was once featured on Shark  
Tank – just to name a few examples. 
 
Halfway through the run, Russell said, “I would say the highlight so far is that I’ve been 
able to run some miles with people I didn’t know, and every single one of them has a 
great story to tell. They are just great people,” Russell said. 
 
Ray Russell high-fives all of the Parkway Elementary School students that came to cheer 
on Russell as he attempts to run across the 469-mile Blue Ridge Parkway. Photo by Ken 
Ketchie 
 
He was even cheered on by a few dozen fourth graders from Parkway Elementary 
School as Russell entered the High Country stretch of the Blue Ridge Parkway, which was 
about the halfway point of his entire run. This was kind of fitting as Russell’s children went 
to Parkway School and his wife taught there as well. 
 
Along the way, Russell chronicled the nooks and crannies of the Blue Ridge Parkway and 
documenting the journey daily with photos, video, social media and blogs 
at www.RelayWithRay.com. Russell noted that the demand of illustrating his trip via the 
different mediums on top of the actual run and the constant toll it took to care for the body 
was “the hardest thing of all.” 
 
Ray and Don Lister, the only other person known to run across the entire Blue Ridge 
Parkway, at the Southern Entrance of the Blue Ridge Parkway, Milepost 469 
 
“I think it’s safe to say that I am far more mentally exhausted than physical exhausted right 
now,” Russell said in the interview hours after finishing the entire run last week. 
 
Which is amazing to think about – as Russell ran three-quarters of a marathon every day 
for nearly four weeks straight. Remember he took nearly 800,000 steps and by the end of 
the run, he ascended more than 55,000 feet in elevation gain. 
“I really feel I could get up and run 20 miles tomorrow,” Ray said last week. “I’ve never 
done something like this before. Sometimes your body adjusts and adapts to what you are 
doing and learns to manage it.” 
 
Ray mentioned that the only other person known to accomplish this feat is Don Lister, and 
Lister remarked similarly to Russell that his body felt better at the end of the run than it did 
in the middle. 
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On Wednesday from 5 to 7 p.m., RaysWeather.com is hosting a “Thank You” party to 
sponsors and “relayers” for contributing to the success of the Relay with Ray. 
(HCPress.com, 6/14/16) 
 
  
 
2017 
 
OCT 2017 Running For State House 
 
You’ve known him close to 20 years even if you have never met the man personally. 
  
He’s both the harbinger of bad news and a beacon of light at the end of a long, dark 
tunnel. 
  
He’s the High Country weatherman and in addition to bringing you the latest up-to-date 
forecasts, he’s about to try his hand at politics. 
  
Ray Russell announced this week his intent to challenge incumbent Jonathan Jordan in 
representing the 93rd District, which includes Ashe and Watauga counties. 
  
Russell will officially make his announcement on Monday at Smokey Mountain Barbecue 
in West Jefferson at 6:30 p.m., according to Ralph Sorrell of the Ashe County Democratic 
Party. 
  
Russell has been a computer science professor at Appalachian State University for the past 
26 years. Prior to joining the Appalachian faculty, Russell served as a minister for 
churches in Tennessee, Mississippi, Georgia and North Carolina and as a faculty member 
at Freed-Hardman University and Virginia Commonwealth University. Russell’s academic 
background includes a Bachelor’s Degree in Bible from Freed-Hardeman University, 
Master’s Degrees in both Mathematics and Computer Science, and a PhD in Computer 
Science with a minor in Psychology from Georgia Tech, according to a biography on his 
website rayforinc.com. 
  
”Government in Raleigh is broken at its core,” Russell said on his website. “The people of 
North Carolina deserve a government worthy of this Great State.” (Jefferson Post, 10/6/17) 
 
Ray Russell, founder and owner of RaysWeather.Com, will announce his candidacy for 
the 93 North Carolina House Seat with a rally at Lost Province in Downtown Boone on 
Tuesday, Oct. 10 at 7 p.m. 
Regarding his candidacy, Ray said, “The heart of North Carolina is ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ In the coming campaign and then in the North Carolina House of 
Representatives, I’ll live out that principle by demonstrating RESPECT for people, 
LISTENing to your voices, and LEADing this region with skill and innovation.” 
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Town Councilwoman, and former Mayor of Boone, Loretta Clawson, introduced Ray to 
the packed restaurant: 
 
 “Ray Russell has been serving this region through RaysWeather.Com and as an educator 
for over a quarter century. We know him as ‘Ray the Weatherman’, but he is a skilled 
communicator, scientist, educator, entrepreneur, and minister. He has proven that he 
cares deeply about Northwest North Carolina, is fit to lead, and ready to become our next 
State Representative.” 
 
Ray closed his announcement saying, “Government in Raleigh is broken at its core. We 
need a government worthy of this great state. I am Ray Russell and excited to announce 
my candidacy for the 93rd North Carolina House of Representatives.” 
 
Ray is a college professor and business entrepreneur. Ray has been a computer science 
professor at Appalachian State University for 26 years. Ray’s weather hobby became 
RaysWeather.Com in 2000. RaysWeather.Com was named Business of the Year in 2016 
by the Boone Chamber of Commerce. The company operates a family of weather websites 
including AsheWeather.Com and BooneWeather.Com covering weather across most of 
the Southern Appalachians and North Carolina Foothills. These weather websites are 
among the most read media outlets in the region serving about 6 million pages per month 
to about 300,000 readers. 
 
Ray and Rhonda Russell have been married for 39 years. Rhonda taught kindergarten and 
Pre-K for 20 years, mostly in Watauga and Avery Counties. She is now a Senior Lecturer of 
Family and Child Studies at Appalachian State University and an advocate for children. 
Rhonda and Ray have two daughters, Leah and Laura, and three grandchildren. 
 
The 93rd NC House District includes Ashe and Watauga Counties. Rep. Jonathan Jordan 
was most recently elected to the seat. Mr. Robert Block is challenging Rep. Jordan in the 
Republican Primary. At this point, Ray is the only Democrat who has announced 
candidacy for the seat. The General Election will be Nov. 8, 2018. Learn more about 
Ray’s campaign for the 93rd North Carolina House District at RayForNC.Com 
 
BIOGRAPHY 
Most people in the 93rd North Carolina House District “know” Ray as the founder and 
president of RaysWeather.Com which began in 2000 and is now the most widely read 
media of any type in Northwest North Carolina. RaysWeather.Com provides custom 
weather services for the Southern Appalachians and Foothills from Hendersonville and 
Balsam Mountains of North Carolina to the north end of the Blue Ridge Parkway in 
Waynesboro, VA, reaching about 300,000 readers every month. RaysWeather.Com was 
awarded “Business of the Year” in 2016 from the Boone Chamber of Commerce. But most 
importantly, RaysWeather.Com is the modern-day “General Store” where mountain 
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neighbors gather virtually each day for a common experience of humor, wit, photos, and 
accurate weather information. 
 
Ray and Rhonda Doss Russell have been married for 39 years. They live in Boone and 
have two adult children, Leah (Berry) and Laura (Kennedy). Leah is a clinical psychologist 
in Raleigh and Laura is a pharmacist in Bethesda, MD. Ray and Rhonda’s sons-in-law are 
Denny Berry (working for Wells Fargo in Raleigh) and Jeff Kennedy. Jeff is a data and 
informatics project manager for CareFirst (BlueCross/BlueShield) in Baltimore, MD. 
However, he was recently activated for the Army Reserve–Major Kennedy is currently 
serving as Chief of Military Operations for Corps of Engineers in Puerto Rico. Ray’s 
favorite role is being “Ray Ray” to his three adorable grandchildren. 
 
Rhonda Russell has been an early childhood educator in both Avery and Watauga 
Counties for 20 years. She is currently a Senior Lecturer at Appalachian State University in 
the Department of Family and Child Studies. Rhonda is an active advocate for children 
having served on numerous boards and committees related to child development in the 
High Country. 
 
Ray has been a computer science professor at Appalachian State University for the past 26 
years. Prior to joining the Appalachian faculty, Ray served as a minister for churches in 
Tennessee, Mississippi, Georgia and North Carolina and as a faculty member at Freed-
Hardman University and Virginia Commonwealth University. Ray’s academic background 
includes a Bachelor’s Degree in Bible from Freed-Hardeman University, Master’s Degrees 
in both Mathematics and Computer Science, and a PhD in Computer Science with a 
minor in Psychology from Georgia Tech. 
 
In addition to his business and educational achievements, Ray has been involved in many 
other activities: running the entire length (469 miles) of the Blue Ridge Parkway, becoming 
a Certified Running Coach, and even working for two years with NASA in commercial 
cockpit design. 
Ray also has served his community as a volunteer in significant roles. For three years, he 
was Campaign Chair for the High Country United Way. He served on the Middle Fork 
Greenway Board Task Force and the Blue Ridge Parkway Association Board. Ray has 
given hundreds of talks on a wide variety of topics for schools, civic groups and 
community events. 
 
Ray was born and grew up in Manchester, TN. His father is a retired high school teacher 
and principal. Ray’s mother retired from the Economic Development Commission for 
Coffee County, TN. Both remain active and have lived in Manchester for over fifty years. 
(HCPress.com, 10/9/17) 
 
 
OCT 2017 Calls Himself Moderate 
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Ray Russell, founder of Ray's Weather Center and an Appalachian State professor, recently 
announced his intentions to run as a Democrat in 2018 for the N.C. House District 93 seat 
currently held by Jonathan Jordan. 
 
House District 93 includes Watauga and Ashe counties. 
 
Russell has been a computer science professor at ASU for 26 years, and he founded 
RaysWeather.com in 2000. The weather website later grew into multiple sites covering 
weather across Western North Carolina. 
 
Russell kicked off his campaign at Smoky Mountain Barbecue in West Jefferson on Oct. 9, 
followed by an event at Lost Province in Boone on Oct. 10. 
 
"We want to hear your voices and want to know what you want and what you want to do 
for the state of North Carolina," Russell said in West Jefferson. "We want to hear what you 
think is important and what ideas you have to make this state great and to make this 
district better." 
 
Russell's campaign committee, Ray Russell for NC, filed a statement of organization with 
the State Board of Elections that was received on Sept. 18, according to campaign 
documents. 
 
Russell announced his plans to run for the District 93 seat at the Watauga County 
Democratic Party Fall Rally on Sept. 30, saying that, "I decided in March, that while I had 
no political experience, I do have life experiences, personal capital and name recognition 
putting me in a position that I could make a run for office. Whether I deserved them or 
not, those were gifts I had been given, and I felt the weight of responsibility to step 
forward," according to the text of his speech posted on his campaign website, 
RayForNC.com. 
 
He said that to win, Democrats must avoid negativity and be respectful and friendly to 
find common ground with voters. 
 
"I will not attempt to manipulate you. I didn't bring you here to raise money tonight," 
Russell said in West Jefferson on Monday. "I will not weaponize your fears — I see that in 
every election. Every election cycle someone is out there trying to raise fears on an issue 
and beat it into the ground, and I won't do that this election." 
 
Russell said he had been registered unaffiliated until late last year, when the GOP-led state 
legislature convened special sessions and enacted bills stripping powers from the 
governor's office in the wake of Democrat Roy Cooper's election. 
 
"Literally that day I went and declared as a Democrat," Russell said. "I've leaned Democrat 
for a long, long time — that's not a surprise to anybody that knows me. Really, most 
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people that would talk with me for any length of time would find me to be a fairly 
moderate person in the political spectrum." 
 
Russell is the newest candidate to challenge Jordan, a Republican and Jefferson attorney 
who has said he will seek re-election to a fifth consecutive term in 2018. Initially elected 
in 2010, defeating incumbent Cullie Tarleton, Jordan has survived subsequent challenges 
from Democrats Tarleton and Sue Counts as well as a primary challenge from Republican 
Lew Hendricks. 
 
Earlier this year, ASU student Robert Block announced his intentions to challenge Jordan 
for the seat in the Republican primary next year. Block filed paperwork with the State 
Board of Elections to create a campaign committee in May of this year. (Boone Mountain 
Press, 10/12/17) 
 
 

Online Coverage 
 
Appalachian Online  
 
Computer science is founder of Ray’s weather (11/8/2012) 
https://theappalachianonline.com/2012/11/08/computer-science-is-founder-of-ray-s-
weather/  
Ray Russell of Ray's Weather has been teaching in the university's computer science 
department for 22 years. He started his popular local weather website in the late 1990's. 
Maggie Cozens | The AppalachianFrom ministry, computer science, marathons, to 
weather, Ray Russell, founder of Ray’s Weather, has a melting pot of interests and talents. 
Russell has been teaching in the Department Computer Science at the university for 22 
years. 
“I’ve always been interested in weather,” Russell said. 
When growing up, Russell said he told people he wanted to become a meteorologist, but 
ended up doing other things. 
“I think we have all been interested in watching the growth of Ray’s Weather over the 
years,” said James Wilkes, chair of the Department of Computer Science. 
Wilkes said he remembers the early days when Ray’s Weather just started, especially one 
day when it was snowing and Russell came to his office. Wilkes and Russell looked 
outside and looked at the National Weather Service forecast, which said “partly sunny and 
high in the mid 40s.”  
“We can do better than that,” Russell said to Wilkes  
Russell doesn’t do all the forecasting anymore. Now, he does about 25 percent of the 
forecasting while five meteorologists do the other 75 percent. 
In the early 1990s, weather computer model data started showing up on the internet, 
Russell said. 
“And I just got interested in it and started reading college meteorology textbooks,” he said. 
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Around 1996, Russell started putting up snow forecasts for the fun of it on his university 
website. 
“It became really popular around here and I got pretty good at forecasting the snow,” 
Russell said. 
In 1998, Russell’s wife gave him a wireless weather station as a Christmas present, which 
he set up in his backyard. 
By fall of 1999, Russell had his weather station reporting live weather to his website. 
Russell is working to expand Ray’s Weather to encompass weather on the Blue Ridge 
Parkway, which will triple the geographical reach. 
The renovations also include becoming more graphic and map-based, and will be finished 
in the spring. 
 
Ray of Ray’s Weather announces candidacy for N.C. House (10/13/2017) 
https://theappalachianonline.com/2017/10/13/ray-rays-weather-announces-candidacy-n-c-
house/  
BOONE—Ray Russell, a computer science professor at Appalachian State and founder of 
raysweather.com, formally announced his candidacy to represent N.C. House District 93 
at Lost Province on Tuesday. District 93 encompasses Watauga and Ashe counties. 
Loretta Clawson, former mayor of Boone and current town council member, started off the 
rally by introducing Russell. 
“He is a friend to us all,” Clawson said. “He is also a skilled communicator, a scientist, an 
educator, an entrepreneur and a minister. He has proven that he cares about North 
Carolina and is totally qualified to lead as our next state representative.” 
Russell began his announcement with an anecdote about a meeting he had with Graig 
Meyer, a representative from the 50th district, in which he described the reasons why and 
how he began Ray’s Weather. 
“Graig looked at me and he said ‘Ray, you just described to me how to win an election for 
the House of Representatives. It’s about having a passion, training yourself and getting 
ready to do this [job], being honest, be yourself, mix in a little humor at times and be 
uplifting in your community.’” 
In his message, Russell described a campaign based on respect, listening to voices—
whether they align with his views or not, leading and being a decent person. Russell also 
said that he was originally inspired to run after the outcome of this past year’s presidential 
election. 
“I kept thinking, ‘Somebody needs to step up,’ but the more I thought about it, I realized 
that maybe I was the person who needed to step up,” Russell said. 
Russell said his primary objectives are decency and respect, education reform, job 
opportunity creation, public safety funding and health care reform. 
Willow Larson, an intern for Russell’s campaign, said, “He talks about decency. He talks 
about education and after the 2016 election, I think those are the two things I care about.” 
“I think what I really liked most was just the idea of bringing decency back into the 
political process,” Sandy Windelspecht, a resident of Blowing Rock and former professor 
at App State, said. “I think the current political climate is to create division, which is very 



 68 

apparent from the White House. I think we need to have someone that is going to fight 
that and create a climate that is more inclusive.” 
“The heart of North Carolina is ‘Love your neighbor as yourself,’” Russell said. “In the 
coming campaign and eventually in the North Carolina House of Representatives, I’ll live 
out that principle by demonstrating respect, listening to your voices and leading with 
innovation and skill.” 
Russell will be facing either incumbent Rep. Jonathan Jordan or App State student Robert 
Block, depending on who wins the Republican primary. 
CORRECTION: An earlier version of this article stated Ray Russell would be facing 
Jonathan Jordan and Robert Block in the House District 93 election. Since Russell is a 
Democratic candidate, he will only face one, depending on who wins the Republican 
primary between Jordan and Block. This change was made on Nov. 3. 
 
Ray of Ray’s Weather Center forms political platform (11/2/2017) 
https://theappalachianonline.com/2017/11/02/ray-rays-weather-center-forms-political-
platform/  
BOONE — On Oct. 10, Appalachian State’s Ray Russell, a professor of computer science 
and founder of raysweather.com, announced his candidacy to represent N.C. House 
District 93. 
Russell has seen many careers, first as a minister in a poverty-stricken county in 
Mississippi, then working with NASA designing commercial cockpits and now as a 
professor and weatherman. 
Because of his experiences, Russell said he believes he has created a name for himself and 
could do well in representing both Ashe and Watauga counties. 
“I’ve lived here for 26 years, but in many ways, I’ve been the face of this region for 17 
years,” Russell said. “[Ray’s Weather] has put me in a fairly unique position. I have spoken 
over the last 17 years in almost every school across [Watauga and Ashe] counties. I have 
met people at festivals and talks, at schools and civic organizations related to Ray’s 
Weather.” 
One of Russell’s primary concerns is human decency. 
“In modern history, the level of trying to scapegoat groups, trying to disenfranchise 
people, trying to slice and dice the electorate and the nature of the conversation has 
become so ugly, so rude and so disjoint from real issues,” Russell said. “In many cases, 
people have been so ugly in their campaigns that it puts them in a position where they 
cannot effectively lead as elected officials. Twenty years ago, there were issues, but they 
didn’t cross the line to the point that they couldn’t pivot and make a legitimate case of 
leading and uniting people.” 
Russell said that his other goals include education reform, economic development and 
justice and respect for all people. 
Within education reform, Russell said that early childhood education is fundamental to 
the rest of students’ careers and that funding has been cut far too much for teachers and 
their assistants and that college tuition should be cut, but with a plan. 
In economic development, Russell said that he aims to stimulate job growth, limit job 
displacement and reduce the level of debt of college students, hoping to bring a sort of 
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educational triangle to Western North Carolina, mirroring the Research Triangle of 
Raleigh, Chapel Hill and Durham. 
In regards to justice and respect for all people, Russell said that both House Bill 2 and 
gerrymandering have hindered our ability to create unity within North Carolina. 
Regardless of the disruption of solidarity in North Carolina, Russell said that at the core, its 
citizens are good. “The heart of North Carolina is ‘Love your neighbor as yourself,’” 
Russell said. “In the coming campaign and eventually in the North Carolina House of 
Representatives, I’ll live out that principle by demonstrating respect, listening to voices 
and leading with innovation and skill.” 
Summarizing his platform and goals, Russell said: “The best we can hope for is to keep the 
needle moving forward and find a way to make it better. It’s so easy to criticize, whether 
it’s poverty or [another problem]. They are complex issues and to set up a straw man and 
claim that the metric is curing something, that’s ludicrous. You’re not going to cure those 
problems. They’ve been around since the beginning of time, but you can find ways to 
make it better.” 
 
Introducing the N.C. General Assembly candidates (11/3/2017) 
https://theappalachianonline.com/2017/11/03/introducing-n-c-general-assembly-
candidates/  
The campaign for the North Carolina District 93 seat has begun and the three candidates 
have started their campaigns. 
The current representative, Jonathan Jordan, is being challenged for the position by 
Appalachian State professor Ray Russell and Robert Block, a junior political science major 
at Appalachian State University. 
Ray Russell has taught computer science at Appalachian State for 26 years and also 
created his own website, raysweather.com, in 2002 and became a public figure. 
His campaign website, rayfornc.com, describes his journey from professor, to local 
weatherman to candidate for the N.C. District House seat. 
At the Watauga County Democratic Rally on Sept. 30, Russell gave a speech announcing 
his plans for running. After feeling angry in the wake of the presidential election, Russell 
believed that “there’s a thirst out there for something real … anything! Something decent 
and uplifting … anything! Something that transcends politics as we now know it.” 
He was frustrated with the process that he felt Republicans used to write laws and 
described it with metaphor. “Bake the cake in the back room, put lots of nasty stuff in the 
middle, throw lots of icing on it and force it down our throats,” Russell said. 
With the name recognition from Ray’s Weather, he felt that it was his responsibility to run 
for office and fight for what he thought was right. 
Russell’s campaign is about change and understanding. He believes that politics should be 
less focused on taking down one’s opponents and more focused on respecting, listening 
and leading. 
While he is the only Democrat in this race, Russell is not the only one taking on 
Republican Jonathan Jordan. App State student Robert Block announced his plan to run for 
office, focusing his campaign on improving education and moving to make North 
Carolina the first state that uses 100 percent clean energy. 



 70 

Block grew up in a military family and at the age of 17 became the manager of a small 
business. 
He said that he plans on using the skills and knowledge that he acquired from his job and 
from being student at ASU during his time in office. 
On his website, robertblock4us, Block mentioned that he hates seeing North Carolina 
constantly disgraced in the media and stated, “The state legislature in 6 years recruited a 
super-majority of extreme far-right politicians that only care about themselves. Only 
paying attention to their big donors, they leave constituents without a voice. The party 
should focus more on smart management, not petty party politics.” 
Though he is by far the youngest candidate, he hopes that people will focus on his 
campaign and experience more than his age. 
He finished his introduction of himself by saying, “If you vote for me, I promise you will 
have a voice in Raleigh. I promise I will fight for everyone’s individual freedoms and their 
right to a higher standard of education.” 
The third candidate running for office is the current representative, Jonathan Jordan, and 
he has currently held office for four terms. 
One of Jordan’s main focus during his initial campaign against Democrat Sue Counts was 
increased teacher pay and increased funding for schools. According to his Facebook page, 
Jonathan Jordan for North Carolina House of Representatives, he used his time in office to 
“increase funding for public schools by 18 percent and to give teachers a raise of over 
$10,000, the largest in state history.” 
Jordan promised to continue his work with the education system if he continues to hold 
his current position. 
According to High Country Press, Jordan plans to continue working on “tax reform, 
regulatory reform, working on jobs and the education system, teacher pay and per pupil 
spending.” 
All three of these candidates have something to offer for North Carolina and will continue 
to campaign as the time for voting draws nearer. 
The election for North Carolina House of Representatives will take place in November 
2018. More information can be found at ballotpedia.org 
 
High Country Press 
 
United Way Hosts Second Annual ‘Big Pig Kiss Off’ (2/15/2012) 
https://www.hcpress.com/news/high-country-united-way-hosts-second-annual-pig-kiss-
off.html  
Feb. 14, 2012. BOONE — Prominent figures from around the High Country puckered up 
on Tuesday, Feb. 14, for the second annual “Big Pig Kiss Off” at the Wells Fargo bank in 
Boone. Participants were surprised, however, when they discovered they would be kissing 
a stuffed animal instead of a slobbering hog. 
The event is held as a public relations and fundraising event for the High Country United 
Way. All “kissees” were individuals or employees of companies who had raised a specific 
goal amount for the United Way. In total, the event raised $37,270 to put toward aid in 
Avery and Watauga counties. 
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Linda Slade, coordinator of the “Big Pig Kiss Off,” said the stuffed pig was a last minute 
replacement after the real pig posed too difficult to control. 
“Everybody was a big sport about being part of this anyway. They all thought they were 
going to kiss a real live pig and we did too up until a few hours ago,” said Slade. 
Ray Russell, of raysweather.com, was a participant in the Kiss Off and hyped up the event 
prior to the revealing of the pig. He, along with Slade and James Wilkes, keeper of the pig, 
secretly knew the real pig would not be making an appearance. 
“That’s the reason I built it up a little more about ‘mouth to snout.’ I had them all going 
pretty good I think,” said Russell. 
Russell was also a participant last year when a real pig was used. “It was not fun, I can tell 
you, last year,” he said. “I was down on all fours for it.” 
The relief on participants’ faces was evident when the replacement pig, supplied by 
Bandana’s Bar B Que and Grill, was carried out. Regardless what pig participants 
puckered up for it was all for a good cause. 
With the Pig Kiss Off contributions, the High Country United Way is currently at 65 
percent of their total fundraising goal of $500,000. 
 
‘Relay With Ray’ Challenge Begins Tuesday, To Promote & Benefit Blue Ridge Parkway 
(5/17/2016) 
https://www.hcpress.com/front-page/epic-relay-ray-challenge-begins-next-week-promote-
benefit-blue-ridge-parkway.html  
In less than four days, Ray Russell, founder of RaysWeather.com, will embark on an epic 
adventure. He is attempting to run across the entire length of the 469-mile Blue Ridge 
Parkway. 
Next week, Russell begins the four-week journey at mile marker 0 near Waynesboro, Va. 
He will then attempt to run 20 miles a day for the next four weeks until he arrives at the 
southern end of the parkway in Cherokee in mid June. 
Although Russell is an avid runner with an ongoing bucket list to complete the six major 
marathons (Boston, New York, Chicago, London, Berlin, and Tokyo), the upcoming effort 
amounts to running three-quarters of a marathon every day for four-weeks straight. 
Running across the Blue Ridge Parkway in consecutive days is something that – to 
Russell’s knowledge – only one other person (Don Lister) has done. 
“I can’t tell you how excited I am, but I am apprehensive about it. It is a tremendous 
physical challenge,” Russell said. “[This] is the craziest thing I have ever thought of doing 
– seriously.” 
The Relay With Ray challenge came about as Russell was learning of the numerous 
activities associated with the centennial year of the National Park Service, such as the 
100-hikes initiative along the Blue Ridge Parkway. This year instead of running another 
marathon, he focused on training for this feat. 
While this is a personal challenge for Ray and the others that will join him on the run, this 
project is also a promotion and celebration of the Blue Ridge Parkway during the 
centennial and a fundraiser and outreach for the Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation and 
Friends of the Blue Ridge Parkway. 
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Russell said he expects to run, jog and walk the 20 miles or so in about three to four 
hours, which will allow time to document the trip each day. A self-described “running 
encyclopedia” on Blue Ridge Parkway history, Russell will include historical stories or 
events related to each section of the Blue Ridge Parkway. 
As Russell wrote in a blog for this challenge, he plans to “explore and celebrate every 
twist, turn, nook, and cranny of the Blue Ridge Parkway and document it with photos, 
videos, blog posts, and on social media. 
The community can support the challenge in three ways: run with Ray; donate to the Blue 
Ridge Parkway Foundation and volunteer with the Friends of the Blue Ridge Parkway. 
You can also follow Ray and company (including surprise guests) throughout their soon-
to-be epic journey at www.relaywithray.com and www.brpweather.com. 
Presenting sponsors of this challenge include ExploreBoone.com, 
www.BlowingRock.com, Paul H. Broyhill Wellness Center, AppOrtho, RaysWeather.com, 
and BRPWeather.com. 
 
‘Relay With Ray’ Enters High Country for Next Stretch, Parkway Students Cheer Russell 
On (5/30/2016) 
https://www.hcpress.com/news/relay-with-ray-enters-high-country-for-next-couple-days-
parkway-students-cheer-russell-on.html  
Ray Russell, the owner of RaysWeather.com, is halfway through his ambitious attempt to 
run across the entire length of the 469-mile Blue Ridge Parkway, battling through nasty 
weather, a nagging leg injury and a bit of loneliness. 
Ray began the “Relay with Ray,” a personal challenge intended to support and promote 
the national treasure, two weeks ago in Waynesboro, Va. Biting off 20-mile sections of the 
parkway each day, Russell entered the High Country stretch of the Blue Ridge Parkway on 
Monday, and by the day’s end, he said he felt as strong as he began. 
“I feel the best today of any day since I started,” Russell said. “That’s the most bizarre 
thing to say after running 20 miles … I really do feel better today than any other day at this 
point in the afternoon since we were in Waynesboro. I am so excited about that.” 
Russell finished Monday’s run at Grandview Overlook, near Parkway Elementary School, 
to signs and cheers from some of the school’s students. No doubt, the encouragement 
from the students contributed to the way Russell felt at the end of the day’s run – that and 
the prospect of Russell sleeping in his own bed for the first time in two weeks. 
“That was awesome,” Russell said about high-fiving the students. “I went over and greeted 
all of the kids. It was hilarious and so nice. The signs were great, and it gave them a nice 
break from the monotony of end-of-grade testing. They helped me and I hope I helped 
them.” 
Russell came up with the “Relay With Ray” as a way to celebrate the centennial year of 
the National Park Service and to also raise funds and awareness of the Blue Ridge 
Parkway Foundation and Friends of the Blue Ridge Parkway organizations. 
Part of the ways members of the community can support the Relay with Ray is by running 
with Russell along sections of the Blue Ridge Parkway; donating to the Blue Ridge 
Parkway Foundation; and volunteering with Friends of the Blue Ridge Parkway. 
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And folks have certainly taken Russell up on the offer. Along the way, Russell has met a 
cast of characters from all walks of life that decided to join him for a jog on the Blue Ridge 
Parkway. 
Russell ran with one fellow for a bit who was staying at a halfway house for drug and 
alcohol treatment and decided to run to create a healthy discipline in his life. Today, he 
runs marathons and ultra marathons. On Saturday, Russell ran 19 miles with Stan Austin 
of Charlotte. Austin is running a marathon distance once a month and tacked on a few 
extra miles after Russell stopped for the day to complete his marathon-for-the-month task. 
Yesterday, he ran with Donny McCall, who is owner of Perrycraft, Inc. in Sparta and who 
was featured in Season 3 of Shark Tank with his Invis-A-Rack invention. Today, he ran 
with Terri Marshall, a cancer survivor, also from Charlotte, who after two years of 
chemotherapy is back to running marathons. 
“I would say the highlight so far is that I’ve been able to run some miles with people I 
didn’t know, and every single one of them has a great story to tell. They are just great 
people,” Russell said. 
With Monday being Memorial Day, Russell ran for his late son-in-law, Army 1st Lt. 
Jonathan W. Edds, who died in Baghdad on Aug. 17, 2007 during “Operation Iraqi 
Freedom.” 
“He was just a great man,” Russell said. 
While Russell is halfway through his 469-mile journey, he’s nowhere near bypassing the 
most difficult terrain of the Blue Ridge Parkway. Ahead of him, Ray has his sights set on 
Grandfather Mountain, Mount Mitchell, Mount Pisgah, the Balsams and Water Rock 
Knob. 
“Those are some nasty climbing days,” a humble Russell said. 
If you want to see Russell in action, he’ll be running through the High Country for a short 
while. By Wednesday night, he’ll be on the other side of Grandfather Mountain, making 
his way toward Little Switzerland. 
The community can support the challenge in three ways: run with Ray; donate to the Blue 
Ridge Parkway Foundation and volunteer with the Friends of the Blue Ridge Parkway. 
 
Russell Completes Epic Run Across Blue Ridge Parkway, Celebration at AMB on 
Wednesday (6/14/2016) 
https://www.hcpress.com/front-page/russell-completes-epic-run-across-blue-ridge-
parkway-celebration-amb-wednesday.html  
Consider these ridiculous stats during RaysWeather.com owner Ray Russell’s epic run 
across the Blue Ridge Parkway in May and June: 
 24 days 
 468.2 miles 
 89 hours 27 minutes and 35 seconds 
 55,720 miles of elevation 
 794,877 steps 
 57,926 calories 
 and 1 new grandbaby? 
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That’s right. Less than an hour before Russell, who was wearing a Fitbit tracker, finished 
his two-week long run across Southern Appalachia, Russell’s new grandson, Russell 
Gorman Berry, was born in Raleigh. 
“It’s been a really exciting day,” Russell said, a few hours after finishing the run last week 
and hearing news of little Russell entering this world about the same time. 
Grandpa Russell thought of attempting this feat – dubbed the Relay with Ray – as a way to 
acknowledge and celebrate the National Park Service’s centennial and the national 
treasure that is the Blue Ridge Parkway. Relay with Ray served as a fundraiser and 
volunteer outreach for Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation and the Friends of the Blue Ridge 
Parkway. It also served as a promotion of www.BRPWeather.com. 
Throughout the trip, Russell was joined by a cast of characters, who would drop in for a 
mile or 20, supporting his effort and providing a little company along the way. For periods 
of time, Russell ran with a cancer survivor who was back to running marathons; a former 
alcoholic/drug addict who ran to instill discipline in his life and recovery; and a business 
owner from Sparta who was once featured on Shark Tank – just to name a few examples. 
Halfway through the run, Russell said, “I would say the highlight so far is that I’ve been 
able to run some miles with people I didn’t know, and every single one of them has a 
great story to tell. They are just great people,” Russell said. 
He was even cheered on by a few dozen fourth graders from Parkway Elementary School 
as Russell entered the High Country stretch of the Blue Ridge Parkway, which was about 
the halfway point of his entire run. This was kind of fitting as Russell’s children went to 
Parkway School and his wife taught there as well. 
Along the way, Russell chronicled the nooks and crannies of the Blue Ridge Parkway and 
documenting the journey daily with photos, video, social media and blogs at 
www.RelayWithRay.com. Russell noted that the demand of illustrating his trip via the 
different mediums on top of the actual run and the constant toll it took to care for the body 
was “the hardest thing of all.” 
“I think it’s safe to say that I am far more mentally exhausted than physical exhausted right 
now,” Russell said in the interview hours after finishing the entire run last week. 
Which is amazing to think about – as Russell ran three-quarters of a marathon every day 
for nearly four weeks straight. Remember he took nearly 800,000 steps and by the end of 
the run, he ascended more than 55,000 feet in elevation gain. 
“I really feel I could get up and run 20 miles tomorrow,” Ray said last week. “I’ve never 
done something like this before. Sometimes your body adjusts and adapts to what you are 
doing and learns to manage it.” 
Ray mentioned that the only other person known to accomplish this feat is Don Lister, and 
Lister remarked similarly to Russell that his body felt better at the end of the run than it did 
in the middle. 
On Wednesday from 5 to 7 p.m., RaysWeather.com is hosting a “Thank You” party to 
sponsors and “relayers” for contributing to the success of the Relay with Ray. 
Sponsors include: 
 Appalachian Regional Healthcare System 
 Town of Blowing Rock 
 Paul H. Broyhill Wellness Center 
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 Explore Boone Area 
 Heavenly Touch Day Spa & Tanning 
 Mast General Store 
 The Blue Ridge Traveler 
 Chetola Resort at Blowing Rock 
 Alleghany County Chamber of Commerce (TDA) 
 Everett Nissan 
 Grayson National Bank 
 Blue Horse Promotions 
 Katherine S. Newton, CFP, Waite Financial 
The casual evening will feature pizza appetizers from the food truck and goodies from 
Appalachia Cookie Company. A portion of beer sales for the month of June will go 
directly to the Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation. 
For more information about the celebration event, click here. 
 
Ray’s Weather, Stick Boy Present ‘Rain Dance’ at the Greenway on Tuesday Morning 
(11/28/2016) 
https://www.hcpress.com/front-page/rays-weather-stick-boy-present-rain-dance-greenway-
tuesday-morning.html  
RaysWeather.com and Stick Boy Bread Company present a “Rain Dance Celebration” 
event on Tuesday, from 8 to 8:30 a.m. with the actual rain dance scheduled for 8:15 a.m. 
Ray Russell of RaysWeather.com brainstormed the idea and the local bakery will have 
coffee and hot apple cider on hand at the Greenway Pavilion at Clawson-Burnley Park on 
Monday morning. 
“After weeks of drought and fires and smoke, people really were going to be celebratory 
about the rain coming this week, and I just wanted to give everybody a opportunity to 
express it, so we are just going to have a little fun with the event,” Russell said. “It’s such a 
rare thing to celebrate rain in the winter.” 
RaysWeather.com is forecasting 1 to 3 inches of rain during a 48-hour period, beginning 
Monday night and ending during the daytime on Wednesday. Even the low end of that 
forecast will triple the amount of rain Boone has received so far in November. 
According to data compiled by RaysWeather.com meteorologist David Still, Boone has 
only received about 0.25 inches of rain in November, as of Nov. 28. On average, Boone 
receives 4.12 inches of rain in November. 
Between September and November, the average amount of rainfall usually exceeds 13 
inches. However during those months this year, only 3.81 inches of rain has fallen since 
Sept. 1. 
Asked about the last time the High Country has experienced a drought quite like this, 
Russell noted that the Asheville Regional Airport weather station has gone 37 to 38 
consecutive days (depending on what happens tonight) without a measurable amount of 
precipitation (more than .01 inches). The longest streak in history without rain for 
Asheville is 39 days, which ended Nov. 3, 2000. 
“Certainly for Asheville it’s the second longest drought on record, and I know it has to be 
comparable for us,” Russell said. 
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Rain Dance Celebration Held at Greenway Tuesday Morning, See Video & Pictures 
(11/29/2016) 
https://www.hcpress.com/front-page/rain-dance-celebration-held-greenway-tuesday-
morning-see-video-pictures.html  
About a dozen folks joined RaysWeather.com owner Ray Russell in a rain dance 
celebration at the Boone Greenway on Tuesday morning, which included refreshments 
from Stick Boy Bread Company. 
Russell said he had this “crazy idea” on Friday and starting planning on Monday after the 
holiday weekend. Prior to the event, Russell noted that it’s a rare event to celebrate rain 
after the ski season historically begins in the High Country, so he wanted to give folks an 
outlet to express the excitement related to the dousing of the regional fires and smoke. 
“I am so glad we can put those fires out. We won’t end the drought with this event, but we 
are going to put the fires out,” Russell said. “All of us are celebrating.” 
The closest fire to Boone is, of course, the Horton Fire in southern Watauga County. As of 
this morning, about three-quarters of rain fell in the Sampson area, where the Horton Fire 
is located. This morning, fire officials stated in a release, “The rain is expected to 
exterminate much of the subsurface heat; however, additional heat may still exist in deep 
pockets.” 
However, a fire in Gatlinburg spread quickly last night with very high winds. Here’s an 
update on that fire.  
According to weather archives at RaysWeather.com, Boone has a precipitation deficit of 
about 13 inches on the year and more than 11 inches over the last six months compared 
to historical averages. See graph from RaysWeather.com. 
 
High Country Forward Holds Tea and Cookies Event (3/6/2017) 
https://www.hcpress.com/news/high-country-forward-holds-tea-cookies-event.html  
One hundred constituents from North Carolina’s 5th District met in Boone at an “Invite 
Foxx to Tea and Cookies” town hall to discuss education, healthcare, and other pressing 
national issues without their congresswoman, who was invited but did not attend. Virginia 
Foxx did speak to the Watauga County GOP at the Watauga County Courthouse 
immediately before the Tea and Cookies event which was held at F.A.R.M. Cafe just two 
blocks away in downtown Boone. The event was organized by a newly formed, grassroots 
civic engagement group, High Country Forward. 
Kathy Parham, an organizer with High Country Forward, led off the event, while Boone 
Mayor Rennie Brantz (sitting to Parham’s right) moderated the event. Photo by Lonnie 
Webster 
Organizers said they invited Foxx to a nonpartisan, informal reception to learn more about 
the House Committee on Education and Workforce, the powers of her chairmanship, and 
what bills are expected to emerge from the committee. After several invitations for Foxx or 
for a member of her staff to attend, her staff did send a one page statement which was 
shared at the event. Members of HCF also compiled information on upcoming legislation 
and Foxx’s voting record. Some attendees noted that Foxx’s statement contained very little 
information. 
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One hundred constituents attended and 25 people spoke at the 90 minute event. Speakers 
to ranged from retirees to a high student and included veterans, retired teachers, business 
people, parents and one candidate to challenge Virginia Foxx in the next election, Jenny 
Marshall. 
Greg McClure criticized H.R. 610, especially the provision in the bill for using school 
vouchers for private schools, saying that private schools are not held accountable to the 
same standards as public schools including criminal background checks. 
McClure noted that the bill is being presented under the idea of parents having choices 
regarding the education of their child. 
“Who can argue against parents having a choice about their children’s education? The 
problem with the discourse here is that the free market principle of choice and 
competition is the driving foundation of this program,” McClure said. “Schools, children, 
learning, humans are not things that are inherently made better through competition. 
Encouraging teachers and children to compete against one another for resources to 
improve student’s test scores very rarely works out in our best interests.” 
He quoted from private school textbooks already receiving public funds from a North 
Carolina program called Opportunity Scholarships: “‘God used the Trail of Tears to bring 
many Indians to Christ.’” 
Boone parent and teacher Alyssa Hogan said that as a parent of a son with special needs 
she knows how important protections like Individual Education Plans for are for kids like 
her child, “All I want to say Virginia Foxx is that say to that as someone who has 
represented this district for so long she should know better than vote against anything that 
protects our education.” 
Local physician Marshall Murrey described a patient with a deadly constellation of 
chronic conditions including diabetes, hypertension, hyperlipidemia, and sleep apnea that 
he saw went from “absolutely uncontrolled” to “perfectly controlled” once the patient was 
able access health insurance under the Affordable Care Act, “He told me ‘this is saving my 
life. What am I going to do if they take away my Obamacare?’ I couldn’t tell him the truth 
on that, I said, ‘I don’t know’ but I do know. In a year he’ll be back where he was.” 
Murrey encouraged those in power to “not throw away” the Affordable Care Act. 
“One of the biggest challenges we have whether people have insurance or not is trying to 
figure out how to affordably take care of them in both diagnosing, prescribing and 
evaluating them,” Murrey said. “Even if they have insurance it’s still a challenge, but if we 
don’t it’s almost impossible to have quality healthcare.” 
Murrey wrapped up his comments to great applause by adding, “My eventual hope is 
we’ll have universal healthcare and single-payer at some point, but this is what we have 
for now. Let’s keep it and not throw it away.” 
Other concerns raised included redistricting, Russian interference in U.S. elections, roll 
back of clean water protections, and the proposed increase in military spending. 
Declared Democratic candidate for the 5th District Jenny Marshall introduced herself and 
made a comment that as a teacher, she felt that Foxx’s positions on education were 
“abhorrent.” Organizers noted that while they welcomed her participation as a citizen in 
the open forum, this was a nonpartisan event focused on issues. 
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Ray Russell of the regionally popular website, Ray’s Weather, asked, “How many of you 
are here because you are concerned about the tone, tenor, and content of the last election 
cycle? How many of you are here because you are concerned or even afraid for 
yourselves or your family members because of the events and policies of the new 
administration? How many of you are here because you fear that there is damage being 
done and damage that will be done and you are afraid of the country your children or 
your grandchildren are going to live in after these next four years?” 
After asking several of these type questions, Russell concluded, “I am so proud of the 
people in this room. I am so proud of the people I marched with in Raleigh and so proud 
of the people my daughter marched with in Washington, D.C. I will say that I am going to 
do my doggonest to make sure somebody here doesn’t go unopposed in an election.” 
Virginia Foxx was spotted by a Tea attendee, Cathy Williamson, on King Street just before 
the event but the Representative did not respond when spoken to and walked hurriedly 
away. Her Twitter feed showed that she chatted with surprised shoppers in West Jefferson 
during the time of the Boone event. 
Boone Mayor Rennie Brantz served as the moderator for the nonpartisan discussion.  
Readers interested in viewing a recorded stream of the event can find it at 
https://www.facebook.com/highcountryforward/. 
High Country Forward is a recently formed grassroots civic engagement group operating 
via email and on Facebook. The next public meeting of the group will beTuesday, March 
21st from 7-9 pm at the Watauga County Public Library. 
In permitting use of its premises, the F.A.R.M. Cafe does not necessarily support or 
endorse the philosophy of the user group. 
For more comments by those quoted above and to hear many more comments from others 
at the event, watch the entire video above. See Foxx’s statement below. 
 
Watauga Dems Held Fall Rally Saturday (10/3/2017) 
https://www.hcpress.com/front-page/watauga-dems-held-fall-rally-saturday.html  
Keynote speaking at the Watauga County Democratic Party Fall Rally was Wayne 
Goodwin Chairman of the NC Democratic Party as speaker. Photos by Lonnie Webster 
At the Watauga County Democratic Party’s Fall Rally on Saturday, N.C. Democratic Party 
Chair Wayne Goodwin was the keynote speaker and the 2017 class of the local party’s 
Hall of Fame – James Patrick Morgan, Christine Agnes Behrend, Grace Elizabeth McEntee, 
Percilla Sue Counts and Lonnie Webster – was inducted during the annual fundraiser. 
Wayne Goodwin served four terms in the North Carolina House before being elected the 
Commissioner of Insurance in 2008. He was reelected in 2012. After being defeated for 
reelection in 2016, Goodwin ran for the chairmanship of the North Carolina Democratic 
Party and won on the first ballot with 92% of the vote. 
The rally included a barbecue dinner at the Main Dining Hall at Appalachian State 
University, musical entertainment by the Sisters of Perpetual Sarcasm, Hall of Fame 
induction and an auction.... 
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Watauga County Democratic Party Fall Rally with Ray Russell, who is running against 
Jonathan Jordan in the N.C. House. 
 
Ray Russell Announces Candidacy for 93rd NC House District in November 2018 
General Election (10/9/2017) 
https://www.hcpress.com/front-page/ray-russell-announces-candidacy-93rd-nc-house-
district-november-2018-general-election.html  
Ray Russell, founder and owner of RaysWeather.Com, will announce his candidacy for 
the 93 North Carolina House Seat with a rally at Lost Province in Downtown Boone on 
Tuesday, Oct. 10 at 7 p.m. 
Regarding his candidacy, Ray said, “The heart of North Carolina is ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ In the coming campaign and then in the North Carolina House of 
Representatives, I’ll live out that principle by demonstrating RESPECT for people, 
LISTENing to your voices, and LEADing this region with skill and innovation.” 
Town Councilwoman, and former Mayor of Boone, Loretta Clawson, introduced Ray to 
the packed restaurant: 
 “Ray Russell has been serving this region through RaysWeather.Com and as an educator 
for over a quarter century. We know him as ‘Ray the Weatherman’, but he is a skilled 
communicator, scientist, educator, entrepreneur, and minister. He has proven that he 
cares deeply about Northwest North Carolina, is fit to lead, and ready to become our next 
State Representative.” 
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Ray closed his announcement saying, “Government in Raleigh is broken at its core. We 
need a government worthy of this great state. I am Ray Russell and excited to announce 
my candidacy for the 93rd North Carolina House of Representatives.” 
Ray is a college professor and business entrepreneur. Ray has been a computer science 
professor at Appalachian State University for 26 years. Ray’s weather hobby became 
RaysWeather.Com in 2000. RaysWeather.Com was named Business of the Year in 2016 
by the Boone Chamber of Commerce. The company operates a family of weather websites 
including AsheWeather.Com and BooneWeather.Com covering weather across most of 
the Southern Appalachians and North Carolina Foothills. These weather websites are 
among the most read media outlets in the region serving about 6 million pages per month 
to about 300,000 readers. 
Ray and Rhonda Russell have been married for 39 years. Rhonda taught kindergarten and 
Pre-K for 20 years, mostly in Watauga and Avery Counties. She is now a Senior Lecturer of 
Family and Child Studies at Appalachian State University and an advocate for children. 
Rhonda and Ray have two daughters, Leah and Laura, and three grandchildren. 
The 93rd NC House District includes Ashe and Watauga Counties. Rep. Jonathan Jordan 
was most recently elected to the seat. Mr. Robert Block is challenging Rep. Jordan in the 
Republican Primary. At this point, Ray is the only Democrat who has announced 
candidacy for the seat. The General Election will be Nov. 8, 2018. Learn more about 
Ray’s campaign for the 93rd North Carolina House District at RayForNC.Com 
BIOGRAPHY 
Most people in the 93rd North Carolina House District “know” Ray as the founder and 
president of RaysWeather.Com which began in 2000 and is now the most widely read 
media of any type in Northwest North Carolina. RaysWeather.Com provides custom 
weather services for the Southern Appalachians and Foothills from Hendersonville and 
Balsam Mountains of North Carolina to the north end of the Blue Ridge Parkway in 
Waynesboro, VA, reaching about 300,000 readers every month. RaysWeather.Com was 
awarded “Business of the Year” in 2016 from the Boone Chamber of Commerce. But most 
importantly, RaysWeather.Com is the modern-day “General Store” where mountain 
neighbors gather virtually each day for a common experience of humor, wit, photos, and 
accurate weather information. 
Ray and Rhonda Doss Russell have been married for 39 years. They live in Boone and 
have two adult children, Leah (Berry) and Laura (Kennedy). Leah is a clinical psychologist 
in Raleigh and Laura is a pharmacist in Bethesda, MD. Ray and Rhonda’s sons-in-law are 
Denny Berry (working for Wells Fargo in Raleigh) and Jeff Kennedy. Jeff is a data and 
informatics project manager for CareFirst (BlueCross/BlueShield) in Baltimore, MD. 
However, he was recently activated for the Army Reserve–Major Kennedy is currently 
serving as Chief of Military Operations for Corps of Engineers in Puerto Rico. Ray’s 
favorite role is being “Ray Ray” to his three adorable grandchildren. 
Rhonda Russell has been an early childhood educator in both Avery and Watauga 
Counties for 20 years. She is currently a Senior Lecturer at Appalachian State University in 
the Department of Family and Child Studies. Rhonda is an active advocate for children 
having served on numerous boards and committees related to child development in the 
High Country. 
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Ray has been a computer science professor at Appalachian State University for the past 26 
years. Prior to joining the Appalachian faculty, Ray served as a minister for churches in 
Tennessee, Mississippi, Georgia and North Carolina and as a faculty member at Freed-
Hardman University and Virginia Commonwealth University. Ray’s academic background 
includes a Bachelor’s Degree in Bible from Freed-Hardeman University, Master’s Degrees 
in both Mathematics and Computer Science, and a PhD in Computer Science with a 
minor in Psychology from Georgia Tech. 
In addition to his business and educational achievements, Ray has been involved in many 
other activities: running the entire length (469 miles) of the Blue Ridge Parkway, becoming 
a Certified Running Coach, and even working for two years with NASA in commercial 
cockpit design. 
Ray also has served his community as a volunteer in significant roles. For three years, he 
was Campaign Chair for the High Country United Way. He served on the Middle Fork 
Greenway Board Task Force and the Blue Ridge Parkway Association Board. Ray has 
given hundreds of talks on a wide variety of topics for schools, civic groups and 
community events. 
 
Ray was born and grew up in Manchester, TN. His father is a retired high school teacher 
and principal. Ray’s mother retired from the Economic Development Commission for 
Coffee County, TN. Both remain active and have lived in Manchester for over fifty years. 
 
Mountain Xpress 
 
A change in the weather (10/8/2008) 
https://mountainx.com/news/community-news/100808a_change_in_the_weather/  
Ray Russell watched in awe as the howling power of the Blizzard of ‘93 paralyzed 
Western North Carolina with as much as 3 feet of snow and near-hurricane-force winds. 
But while “the storm of the century” kept area residents shivering in the dark for days, it 
also fired up Russell’s long-standing fascination with the weather. 
On top of the weather: Jeff Cox, a meteorologist with Ray’s Weather, stands next to a 
weather station atop Mast General Store in downtown Asheville. The station — one of 50 
the company has in WNC — records information about wind, rainfall and temperature 
and feeds the real-time data to a computer via a wireless connection. Photo By Jason 
Sandford 
The storm hit just two years after Russell moved to Boone to pursue his career as a 
professor of computer science at Appalachian State University, about 75 miles northeast of 
Asheville. And having witnessed the blizzard—and having noticed a lack of reliable 
weather data for WNC’s high country (the ASU campus sits at 3,266 feet above sea 
level)—Russell began publishing local forecasts in winter on his university Web page. 
The mountain weather captivated Russell, who’d dreamed of being a meteorologist as a 
child. “[It] was so fascinating: the fog, the snow, the cold, the wind. Especially in the 
mountains, it just controls everything you do. I’ve called it our most valuable natural 
resource up here, and I think that’s true,” Russell says. 
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In 1998, Russell’s wife gave him a Christmas present that would change everything—a 
simple backyard weather station that could record rainfall, temperature and wind. Around 
the same time, the Internet was beginning to take off. For Russell the computer whiz and 
Russell the weather geek, it amounted to the perfect storm. He started posting his weather 
data on his Web site, along with his forecasts—which quickly became required reading 
among ASU students. 
Russell appeared on a radio show and found himself being recognized at area restaurants: 
A local celebrity was born. 
Ten years later, Ray’s Weather Center employs five meteorologists who keep tabs on 50 
weather stations perched atop schools and businesses around WNC that deliver real-time 
data to the company’s Web site. The coverage area extends from Boone south to Hickory, 
including Asheville, Wolf Laurel and Waynesville to the west. They’re working on setting 
up a new station in Sylva and hope to add still more around the region. 
Online, Ray’s Weather garners 150,000 to 200,000 unique visitors a month, reports 
meteorologist Jeff Cox, the outfit’s lone full-time employee. That Web traffic is increasing, 
says the Asheville-based Cox, who previously served as chief meteorologist for the Fox TV 
affiliate in Macon, Ga. The company, adds Russell, is also working on adding new online 
data tools to give users more useful weather information. 
What began as one man recording the weather in his back yard has grown into a full-
fledged Internet company that’s looking to grow. But it’s all done with a dash of homey 
style: The company logo features a caricature of Russell, and the forecasts occasionally 
mix in a little social or political commentary with the discussion of valley frosts and high-
pressure systems. For example, the Oct. 2 forecast for Asheville (the day of the vice 
presidential debate) began like this: “The weather is so easy today, even a vice-
presidential candidate could do it.” 
Working the weather 
On any given day, Ray’s Weather has its first forecast posted by 7 a.m., says Cox, 
synthesizing on-the-ground reporting from the weather stations, computer modeling, and 
lot of back-and-forth e-mails among staffers. 
“There is a lot of science involved,” he notes. “You have to know the physics of the 
atmosphere. You have to know that dry air warms and cools faster than moist air. But 
there’s some art there, as well: We didn’t learn what we do overnight.” 
The organization touts the fact that its six-person crew (including Russell) has more than 
100 years of collective weather-forecasting experience. Three staffers are graduates of 
UNCA’s atmospheric-sciences department, which is known for turning out smart 
meteorologists. 
The forecasts are updated at noon and again at about 6 p.m. “Especially with an Internet-
based company, you’ve got to keep your data fresh,” says Cox. “We’re updating three 
times a day, seven days a week.” 
The forecasters use the same computer models as the National Weather Service, one of six 
agencies that make up the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The 
weather service provides a wide range of information through an array of national and 
regional centers, as well as local weather-forecast offices. The agency can also bring radar 
and satellite imagery to bear, along with a network of amateur weather-data collectors. 
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The big difference between the federal agency and Ray’s lies in their respective forecasts’ 
specificity and style, says Russell. 
“I do not want this to be construed as critical of the National Weather Service,” he 
emphasizes. “I know a lot of those guys; they’re bright, and they have good tools, and 
what they do is far superior to what they were doing in the mid-‘90s, when I got 
interested. But the National Weather Service forecast is going to be a wholesale forecast, 
given the large area they cover.” 
Ray’s Weather, on the other hand, wants “to add more specificity to the forecast. We want 
to say it will rain a quarter of an inch between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. And we want to deal 
with microclimates more specifically. When snow hits, we want to say northern 
Buncombe County will get 2 inches and southern Buncombe County will get none.” 
Then there’s the matter of style. When he first started, says Russell, he would often include 
liberal doses of personal commentary in his forecasts. After all, it was mostly being done 
to give him a creative outlet back then, he notes. But even today, the personality remains, 
albeit in toned-down fashion. 
“We don’t want to be silly in the sense of getting in the way of the forecast,” says Russell. 
“We just want to make it interesting; we do try to have fun with it.” 
Getting it right 
Any discussion of weather forecasting inevitably leads to the question of accuracy—a 
touchy subject within the industry. 
Jeff Masters is director of meteorology for Weather Underground, perhaps the granddaddy 
of independent, Internet weather services. In 1991, when Masters was a doctoral 
candidate at the University of Michigan, he wrote a computer program to display real-time 
weather data. Today, Weather Underground has a network of 10,000 personal weather 
stations on the ground and a Web site that has embraced user-generated content such as 
weather photos and blogs. 
First and foremost, he notes, the National Weather Service posts no data on the accuracy 
of its forecasts. And though the agency’s computer models have “improved significantly” 
as computing power has increased, says Masters, there’s still room for improvement. The 
federal agency’s main computer model, for example, is not as good as the main European 
model, he maintains. 
“I think a lot of the private groups do better than the National Weather Service. They 
wouldn’t be in business if they didn’t,” he says. In particular, “Some local offices do a 
better job of long-term forecasting” because of their combination of local knowledge and 
computer modeling. 
At Ray’s Weather, meteorologist Cox cites recent predictions to make that very point. On 
Sept. 21, the National Weather Service’s Asheville forecast for Sept. 26 called for a partly 
cloudy day with highs in the lower 70s. Ray’s Weather, meanwhile, was forecasting lots of 
clouds, a chance of rain and a high near 70. A day later, the NWS was forecasting a 
mostly cloudy day with highs in the lower 70s; Ray’s Weather was predicting cloudy 
weather with rainy periods and a high of 68. In fact, the high temperature on Sept. 26 was 
63 degrees, and there was nearly half an inch of rain. Cox says the example clearly shows 
that Ray’s Weather was calling for rain and more cloudiness several days ahead of the 
national forecasts. 
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In mountainous areas, weather forecasting—always dicey—becomes particularly tricky. 
“Mountains can act like a barrier, and forest terrain can create friction,” explains Alex 
Huang, a professor of atmospheric science at UNCA. “This creates more extreme 
temperature and pressure changes.” 
That’s why the weather on top of Town Mountain can feel different from what’s 
happening downtown. Temperatures are typically lower at higher altitudes, and fog is 
often more dense both higher up and in heavily forested areas. 
“Since Asheville’s weather forecasts come from the airport, which is 20 miles from 
downtown, there are always going to be differences,” says Huang. “When I check the 
temperature in my back yard, there’s usually a 3- or 4-degree difference from the airport.” 
Stretched thin 
The mid-1990s saw a major reorganization of National Weather Service offices aimed at 
making them more geographically cohesive. As part of the big shift, a nationwide Doppler 
radar network was installed, says meteorologist Larry Lee of the weather service’s forecast 
office at the Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport in Greer, S.C.. 
Up till then, forecasts for the entire state of North Carolina had come out of the weather 
service’s Raleigh/Durham office. A small office at the Asheville Regional Airport issued 
local warnings and prepared adaptive forecasts based on the Raleigh reports, he recalls. 
“It was very taxing and demanding to cover the entire spectrum of weather events for the 
entire state,” Lee says about the former system. 
When the Doppler radar system was installed at the Greenville-Spartanburg office, the 
Asheville office closed, although automated observation equipment at our local airport 
still collects data. 
“Once we were responsible for smaller areas and had much more sophisticated 
technologies, we were able to provide much better service,” Lee reports. 
Besides the technological improvements, he notes, the Greenville-Spartanburg forecasting 
office collaborates with a number of other organizations, including UNCA’s atmospheric-
sciences department and ASU’s geology department. They also work with weather-
forecasting offices in Mooresville, Tenn., and Blacksburg, Va., to develop forecasts for the 
mountains. 
“Working with people doing academic research really helps our understanding of 
mountain weather,” says Lee. 
“There’s still a lot we don’t know about weather. It’s a very, very complex science. That 
mystery, and wondering what’s going to happen next, is part of what keeps people 
interested.” 
Future looks bright 
Russell sees sunny days ahead for his company. The goal for Ray’s Weather Center is to 
expand its coverage area through partnerships with local schools and businesses. There 
are also plans to create new data products for the Web site, says Russell. “We plan to 
work on a comprehensive water-management site and be the single source for stream 
flows, lake levels and rainfall data,” he reports, jokingly noting that this year’s drought has 
to end sometime. “We want to find data products that people will find useful.” 
And keeping a local feel to it all remains a priority, Russell says. 
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“We want the site to represent Western North Carolina in every respect. We want it to be 
an outlet for nonprofit groups, and we take pride in helping small businesses advertise. 
We really try to be an outlet for the region.” 
 
The Beat: Snow falls on Ray’s Weather forecasts (and every U.S. state except Florida) 
(1/18/2011) 
https://mountainx.com/news/011911the-beat-snow-falls-on-rays-weather-
forecasts-and-every-u-s-state-ex/  
In the wake of Asheville's second-coldest December in history and the recent 
snowy onslaught, famed Western North Carolina forecaster Ray Russell 
conceded defeat, or at least revised his earlier prediction. In a "death notice" 
posted on the Ray's Weather Center Facebook page, Russell acknowledged 
that his long-range "Fearless Forecast" had proved to be way off. 
Ray’s Weather has built a reputation as a source for the most accurate local 
weather predictions, but this year it had wrongly called for a drier, milder 
winter than normal. Russell blamed "a stubbornly negative North Atlantic 
oscillation" for the discrepancy, explaining that it had created a "trough in the 
eastern U.S. allowing cold air to drive deep into the Southeast." 
Just a few weeks ago, Russell told Xpress he thought the Atlantic trough 
would break up, paving the way for "a radical change in temperatures" due to 
a pocket of cooler-than-average water in the Pacific Ocean (see "Slip-sliding 
Away" in our Dec. 22 issue). He pointed out that this phenomenon, known as 
La Niña, historically results in warmer winters throughout the Southeast. And 
Russell cited La Niña again in his updated Jan. 13 long-range forecast, 
predicting, "The second half of winter will be milder than the first part has 
been." Guess we'll have to wait and see. 
 
A talk with Ray Russell as he runs the Blue Ridge Parkway (6/9/2016) 
https://mountainx.com/news/a-talk-with-ray-russell-as-he-runs-the-blue-ridge-parkway/  
Parkway and people. 
Those are the two words that Ray Russell, a professor at Appalachian State University and 
owner of Ray’s Weather Center or raysweather.com, used to describe his experience thus 
far on his relay to help raise awareness and donations for the Blue Ridge Parkway 
Foundation. 
“The relay is a celebration of the parkway” said Russell, a board member on the Blue 
Ridge Parkway Association. “It is also been about the people we’ve met along the way, 
the people we’ve encountered, and the people who helped make this relay happen.” 
“Relay with Ray,” the title of his relay, began on May 17 in Waynesboro, Virginia. He 
described his first day out as one that was thick with fog as well as one that was quite cold 
for his audience. 
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“When we started on May 17 in Waynesboro, it was 50 degrees – rain, fog, and it was 
dreary – and we needed to work in order to stay warm that first day,” Russell said. “It was 
cool – and that’s actually good running weather. For runners, there is a rule to running 
that if it’s comfortable to spectators it’s uncomfortable for the runners, and when it’s 
uncomfortable for the spectators it is comfortable for us runners.” 
This is the first time Russell has ever run the parkway, and this year is especially important 
in significance because it is the 100 year anniversary of the National Park Service. 
“We are trying to celebrate the parkway in the centennial year of the park system, and we 
just wanted to call attention to all the good things that are there, the needs that are there 
and how people can be involved in supporting the park service – particularly the Blue 
Ridge Parkway,” he said. 
According to his blog, relaywithray.com, the inspiration for the relay was not only in 
celebration of the National Park service, but it’s been something that Russell had been 
planning to do for years. 
“I’ve had the idea for five years… wouldn’t it be cool to run the entire Blue Ridge 
Parkway?” wrote Russell in his post “Gentle on the Land.” “When the Blue Ridge Parkway 
was conceived in the 1930s, I doubt anyone imagined someone would be so foolish as to 
run it. The road was built for cars! 
“Stanley Abbott was the original Parkway Architect. One of his design principles was to 
build a road that would ‘lay gently on the land.’ I want to ‘feel’ the process that shaped the 
road.” 
With help from a few fellow forecasters, the diversity of people who join in on his daily 
runs and the people cheering him on through commenting on his blog, Russell said his 
main support comes from his wife, Rhonda, as he makes it through each and every day on 
the relay – who, he said, even ran 12 miles with him one day. 
“I have a support team, and that support team has mostly included my wife for the last 
couple weeks,” Russell said. “The director of development for raysweather.com, David 
Still, started with me – he is my support by taking care of water and fuel, things like that 
and getting me from A to B. 
“But Ronda has been with me since Roanoke, Virginia.” 
Russell posts to his blog after every daily run – even when his dead tired, he said he still 
types up all he can every night for his devoted audience. 
His most viewed post would be Day 14, which was the Memorial Day weekend run. That 
entire run was dedicated to his son-in-law who passed away in Baghdad. 
“That day (Memorial Day Weekend post) I got more feedback by far more than any other 
day,” Russell said. “I did a little tribute to our son-in-law, and that was difficult one for me 
to write.” 
Russell shared that while this may be the first time for the relay, he also said that it will be 
the last. As he has been running the parkway, he said it has taken a quite a toll on him 
physically. Not far into his run Russell suffered a torn muscle right above his ankle, which 
he says has been his biggest obstacle to overcome so far. 
What has been his greatest triumph? To him, he said it will be finishing this relay. 
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“This is such a punishing physical activity, I can’t imagine doing it again,” he said. “I 
mean, I’m a good runner – not a great one, but a good one. I know people who could do 
this better and faster than me – maybe a thousand people could. 
“Every day I try to go out and do it as well as I can, but I leave enough in the tank so that I 
can get back out there the next day and do it again. Managing that has been my greatest 
triumph.” 
However exhausting as this relay was, he said his interest for the parkway has not 
changed. 
“The parkway has been important to us since about the time we moved up here to North 
Carolina,” he said. “It’s such a unique entity. It’s a thin ribbon of land that connects 
Shenandoah National Park to the Great Smokey Mountains National Park. 
“Meteorologically, as a forecaster, it is the most important geographical feature in the 
Eastern U.S. for doing weather forecasting because it affects the weather so much. It was 
the huge barrier for the settlers who were trying to go west. It was the point where the 
settlers got to and said ‘oh crap we aren’t going any farther!’” 
The Blue Ridge Parkway, Russell said, has a lot to offer to not just forecasters such as him, 
but it should be experienced by everyone. 
“As we become more urbanized, so many people do not understand the wilderness, the 
forest, being outside, being connected with nature – we lose because of that,” he said. 
“We’ve lost something in our background, our culture and in who we are in the 
urbanization of our society. Having the parkway available to us is vital to connect to our 
kids and ourselves with what wilderness and living outdoors is like.” 
“It may be even more important now for us to protect the parkway.” 
There are a lot of current threats to the Blue Ridge parkway’s vitality, but Russell said the 
major issue lies in its funding. 
“Budgets are always a threat,” he said. “As the federal budget gets squeezed, it becomes 
very difficult to keep the funding that is necessary. The National Park Service is so 
underfunded. 
“It’s just difficult times.” 
This is the heart of the relay, raising awareness about the importance of the parkway and 
trying to get donations from citizens so that everyone can enjoy its legacy. 
“It’s one thing to start something like this,” Russell said. “It’s another thing to finish it.” 
Russell just passed through Asheville on June 5, and is headed on his way towards the 
end, which will be in Cherokee Thursday, June 9. 
Russell added he’s looking forward to coming back to greet his new grandson, which he 
said he hopes that the baby can wait just a few more days for the relay to be over before 
coming into the world. 
You can check out relaywithray.com to find Russell’s daily run plans or to check out his 
posts, or you can check out your local weather on raysweather.com. 
For those interested in donating, you can find out more information at brpfoundation.org. 
“I want to see every curve and undulation,” Russell wrote on his blog. “I want to see 
things even a cyclist would not notice. I want to photograph every overlook, admire every 
bridge, and meet as many people as I can.” 
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Smoky Mountain News 
 
Ray or the worm – the worm or Ray? (11/8/2006) 
http://www.smokymountainnews.com/archives/item/11268-ray-or-the-worm-the-worm-or-
ray  
Once again,science and scientists go head to head with the forces of nature to see who 
can best predict the coming winter in the North Carolina mountains. 
In this corner we have weather prognosticator extraordinaire Dr. Ray Russell. While Dr. 
Ray isn’t a meteorologist, he is a scientist — at least an associate professor in Appalachian 
State University’s computer science department. 
And there is no doubting Dr. Ray’s nerve and mettle as this is the seventh year he has 
faced off with Western North Carolina’s most renowned weather forecaster: the woolly 
worm. 
I heard those gasps out there. It’s scary to think of a mere human up against the Mothra of 
mountain weather predictors. Will Dr. Ray be chewed up and turned to caterpillar fras? 
Well, actually according to Dr. Ray’s Web site, raysweather.com, our intrepid expert has 
done pretty well against the woolly one since the contest began back in 2000. 
“RaysWeather.Com, Inc., has been going head to head with the woolly worm since 2000. 
We have had one disaster year (2001-2002, the year it couldn’t snow), two only fair years 
(the last two years), two good forecast years (2000-2001 and 2002-2003) and one 
excellent year (2003-2004). That’s not stellar, but it’s better than most.” 
Dr. Ray bases his forecast on scientific principles such as a predicted weak El Nino this 
year. According to his website, “... weak El Nino winters produce 29 percent more snow 
than the average winter in the High Countr y...” And to be sure we know that his 
prediction is scientific he even throws in a negative “NAO.” 
It turns out a NAO is a North Atlantic Oscillation. Dr. Ray seems to be betting on a 
negative NAO this winter — “A persistent negative NAO is possible. When the storms 
reach the Southeast, do they strengthen and form Nor’easters in response to a big trough 
carved into the Eastern U.S. (often snow for us)? Do they cut across the Ohio Valley 
putting us on the warm side of the storm (rain)? Or do they move along the Gulf Coast 
States and then peacefully out to sea? 
Often the answer to this question is found in the North Atlantic Oscillation (NAO). The 
NAO tends to be much more variable than the El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO) — a 
risky thing to predict. However, a negative NAO especially late in the winter tends to 
produce blocking over the North Atlantic resulting in big troughs in the Southeastern U.S. 
— thus the Nor’easter variety storm.” 
For its part the woolly worm relies completely on, well, worm stuff to predict the weather. 
This year’s woolly worm king, recently crowned at the annual Woolly Worm Festival in 
Banner Elk, is the gratefully not dead Jerry Garcia, handled by Katie Berry of Boone. 
 
Man finishes lap of the Blue Ridge Parkway (6/22/2016) 
http://www.smokymountainnews.com/archives/item/17893-man-finishes-lap-of-the-blue-
ridge-parkway  



 89 

Ray Russell recently finished nearly a month of running with his arrival at the Blue Ridge 
Parkway’s end in Cherokee. He’d started off May 17 at Milepost 0 near Waynesboro, 
Virginia, and kept running until reaching the end of the Parkway June 9 — just 20 minutes 
before finding out that his grandson had just been born. 
“It’s the craziest thing I have ever seriously considered doing,” said Russell, 59, who is a 
professor at Appalachian State University and founded raysweather.com.  
The purpose of the run was to celebrate the centennial of the National Park Service and 
raise money for the Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation and Friends of the Blue Ridge 
Parkway.  
Russell documented the journeys with pictures, videos and a blog at 
www.relaywithray.com.  
The run is over, but there’s still plenty need for donations and support. Donate to the 
Foundation at www.brpfoundation.org or volunteer with Friends of the Parkway through 
www.friendsbrp.org/.  
“Investing in the Blue Ridge Parkway,” Russell wrote, “is also an investment in our 
communities and collective livelihood.” 
 
Watauga Democrat 
 
United Way kicked off annual campaign (9/15/2009) 
http://www.wataugademocrat.com/news/united-way-kicked-off-annual-
campaign/article_3f2a7406-0e4e-5b6d-a138-f015b5936bfe.html  
The High Country United Way kicked off their annual campaign Friday with a goal of 
raising $600,000. 
This year's campaign chair is Dr. Ray Russell, professor at Appalachian State University 
and owner of RaysWeather.com. 
"It is an honor to be asked [to be campaign chair]," he said. "I accepted this invitation to 
chair the Campaign because it's consistent with the mission of RayWeather.com and 
Appalachian State University to serve the community and last year, RWC chose 
Hospitality House as a primary recipient of our charitable contributions. Hospitality House 
is a major recipient of United Way funds and I know the needs right now are as great as 
ever." 
During last year's annual fundraising, HCUW raised $525,000 of a $625,000 goal. 
"We knew a $625,000 goal last year was aggressive, but certainly had no way of 
predicting that the economy would go down so quickly and so much," said HCUW 
executive director Linda Slade. "It was hard to predict this year and our board struggled 
with a goal. 
"This year the need is even greater and we think $600,000 might be a real challenge, but 
we are relying on the generosity of the community to help us make it happen for those 
that need the help." 
The 2009 campaign will focus on the Live United concept, which centers on creating 
opportunities in the areas of education, income and health. Live United means bringing 
the community together to be a part of the change and building a better future. 
"Together we can accomplish more than any single group can on its own," Slade said. 
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The United Way plans to highlight and recognize citizens who are examples of living 
united through volunteering, advocating and giving back to the causes they care about the 
most and that make a difference in the area. 
"We are all better, all of our schools, our neighborhoods, our community, our society, our 
country and our world, when the real needs of the weak among us are being met," Russell 
said. 
The High Country United Way serves Avery and Watauga Counties and funds 36 broad-
based human service programs through 24 agencies. For more information or to make a 
donation call (828) 265-2111 or visit www.highcountryunitedway.org. 
 
It's FUNdraising (10/22/2011) 
http://www.wataugademocrat.com/news/it-s-fundraising/article_53793951-07c7-5664-
9037-62e3278f455d.html  
You could hear squealing from the parking lot of LifeStore Bank Thursday. 
The squealer? A squirmy pink pig, struggling against a leash at the base of the building. 
"You see piggy banks at a bank, but not a piggy," LifeStore Bank's Joedy Eller said. 
This yet-to-be-named piggy had a special reason to be in the parking lot. The Caldwell 
County porker traveled all the way from his new home in Creston to be part of High 
Country festivities promoting the United Way. 
"He'd better pucker up," High Country United Way director Linda Slade said. 
The pig is part of the second annual High Country United Way Pig Kiss-Off, where 
challengers pledge to kiss a pig if a fundraising goal isn't met. 
"The challenger challenges a group of people," Slade said. "They decide on a goal of 
money they want to raise for United Way." 
And if they raise it: "Then the challenger puckers up," Slade said. 
Last year's inaugural event had everyone from Boone Weather's Ray Russell to Mountain 
Times Publications' publisher Gene Fowler puckering for a cause. The cash contributes to 
the $550,000-campaign, which ends in March 2012. Last year had United Way just shy of 
its goal. 
"We got real close last year," Russell, campaign chair and board member said. "I think 
there's a good chance we'll get there this year." 
United Way hasn't just raised funds for area charities. During the past year, he said, vision 
councils have further connected the organization to the community. 
"It's not a fundraising activity," he said. "It's United Way reaching out into the community 
and really working on what the priorities in the community are in terms of assisting people 
… working not only to address existing problems, but trying to address the cause of the 
problems." 
This year's kiss-off event will go a long way toward the goal, Slade said. 
"I think it will continue to grow in excitement as we bring different challengers to the 
table," she said. "It's a fun way of putting the United Way out into the community. Raising 
money doesn't have to be boring." 
Now all she needs are some kissers. Russell, Mountain Times editor Frank Ruggiero, 
Watauga Democrat editor Tom Mayer and Mast General Store are among those who've 
already pledged to pucker, but Slade needs more people to prep their lips. 
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LifeStore Joedy Eller didn't want to commit to the pig kissing, at least not yet. 
"I don't know," he said. "We'll have to wait and see. … Has it been vaccinated?" 
Mast General Store's Mary Wood is an experienced puckerer from last year's initiative, 
and tried to put others at ease. 
"I think I ended up kissing the pig like three times," she said. 
Wood and her fellow managers issued a reverse challenge to store employees: "We will 
meet our goal, then your managers will kiss the pig," she said. 
Slade doesn't care how challengers raise their funds, "as long as we raise money." 
Russell said others should follow his example from last year. 
"I laid the real kiss on that pig," he said. "The rest of them were a bunch of wimps. I mean, 
mine was on the snout." 
"But does the pig have lips?" Eller asked. 
"You shouldn't worry about the pig," Russell said. "I was worried about who else that pig 
had kissed." 
Mayor Loretta Clawson said she "might" pucker up. 
"You know how much I love animals," she said. 
Board chairman Dick Hearne promised all the kissing will be worth it when United Way 
can contribute even more to area charities such as Hospitality House and the Hunger and 
Health Coalition. 
"We're hoping that, in the next two, three months, we can generate enough publicity to 
kiss a pig," he said. "Everybody's a little apprehensive about it, but it's no big deal. It's a lot 
of fun. And the pig will kiss you back if you know how to do it. We're anxious to get 
everything going and to try to drum up some business for United Way." 
The kiss-off wasn't the only reason to celebrate, this week. High Country United Way 
moved into its new office two weeks ago and celebrated its official ribbon-cutting 
Thursday amidst the oinking. 
"We're official," Slade said. "Now we're not leaving." 
 
Where's the pork? (2/16/2012) 
http://www.wataugademocrat.com/community/where-s-the-pork/article_69145e21-0617-
553f-9fcc-1f4c098c84a2.html  
It may have been Valentine's Day, but Hambo the Rambo of Pork wasn't feeling very 
amorous. 
Nine suitors lined up on the lawn of Wells Fargo in Boone Tuesday to plant a kiss on 
Hambo, a pig from a Creston farm, as part of the second annual Big Pig Kiss-off, a 
fundraiser for High Country United Way. But Hambo flat-out refused their advances. 
“Hambo the Rambo of Pork actually lived up to his name,” explained Linda Slade, 
executive director of High Country United Way. “We tried the best we could to corral 
him, but he squealed so loudly that all of his brothers and sisters broke out of their pen to 
come help him.” 
Unable to wrangle the pig-headed farm animal, the United Way turned to something a 
little more cooperative — a large, stuffed black and white pig borrowed from Bandana's 
Bar-B-Que in Boone. 
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The Big Pig Kiss-off invites members of the community to step up as leaders and issue a 
challenge to their friends, family and colleagues. The leader, or “challenger,” forms a 
team, which sets a collective United Way fundraising goal. If the team reaches its goal, the 
challenger will kiss a pig. If the team falls short, the team members will jointly kiss the pig. 
This year, said fundraising chairperson and local weatherman Ray Russell, the Kiss-off 
raised $37,270 for the High Country United Way. The agency, which serves Avery and 
Watauga counties, has raised 65 percent of its $550,000 annual fundraising goal. 
“Thank you to everyone that's been a part of that,” Russell told the crowd at Wells Fargo. 
Challengers who kissed the pig Tuesday were Russell; Avery County Schools Supt. David 
Burleson; Susan Norris of Piedmont Federal Savings Bank; Bill Parker, District 7670 Rotary 
governor; Dick Hearn, president of the High Country United Way Board of Directors; Julie 
O'Dell-Michie with Blue Ridge Electric Membership Corporation; Tom Mayer, executive 
editor for Mountain Times Publications; Frank Ruggiero, editor of The Mountain Times; 
and Mary Wood, with Mast General Store. 
Ruggiero described his surprise when the pig was revealed. 
“At first I thought the United Way had contracted an outstanding taxidermist, but upon 
closer inspection, I felt a combination of relief and slight disappointment, but who's 
complaining?” he said. 
 
Parent to Parent race raises $3,000 for local families (11/15/2012) 
http://www.wataugademocrat.com/mountaintimes/news/parent-to-parent-race-raises-for-
local-families/article_f376d83d-137a-5bab-ae43-538dab735476.html  
The Charles R. Duke Race for Families held Oct. 27 at the Boone Greenway raised $3,000 
for local families. 
The run/walk and roll event was a fundraiser benefiting Parent to Parent Family Support 
Network — High Country, a program that supports families who have children with 
special needs. 
Parent to Parent began 25 years ago, with support from Appalachian State University’s 
Reich College of Education, the Children’s Developmental Services Agency and the 
Family Support Network of North Carolina, and now serves families in seven counties in 
the High Country. 
Parent to Parent secured U.S.A. Track and Field certification of the 10K course, and 19 
runners participated in the town’s first certified 10K event. 
Boone’s Ray Russell won the event with a finish time of 46:01. Jack Kwong of Boone and 
Brad Johnson of Boone finished second and third overall. The top three female 10K 
runners were Christin Smith of Boone with a time of 49:19. Rebekah Saylors of Boone and 
Wendy Frye of Maiden came in second and third. 
The 5K had 72 participants and was won by Brady Pearce of Boone, with a time of 20:19, 
followed by Robert McMahan of Bakersville and Jonathan Thacker of Bakersville. Lisa 
Freeman of Boone was the top female 5K runner with a time of 24:05, followed by Natalie 
Tresslar of Kannapolis and Olivia Thompson of Mooresville in second and third. The 
youngest participant was 5-year-old Alex Powell. 
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Additionally, the event included a one-mile fun walk/roll, kids activities, a costume 
contest for humans and dogs and lots of prizes. The event had participants ranging in age 
from infants to grandparents age 78 and drew participants from as far away as Chapel Hill. 
 
Locals among Boston Marathon runners (4/15/2013) 
http://www.wataugademocrat.com/news/locals-among-boston-marathon-
runners/article_cf85a91c-c7ad-5a03-a78a-15e3ab9dcdd2.html  
Editor's note: This story was updated April 16 to reflect new information concerning the 
number of people harmed or killed by the twin explosions. 
The aftereffects of two bombs that exploded and killed three and injured more than 150 
people near the crowded finish line of the Boston Marathon Monday raised questions in 
the High Country almost immediately after the near-simultaneous detonations. 
Dozens of runners from the Boone area were competing in the race, but although no 
names of the dead or wounded have yet been officially released, a local runner, who was 
not at the event but has connections to several local athletes who were competing, 
expressed confidence that no runner from the Boone area is among the people injured. 
"I've talked to several of my friends, and I'm 99.9 percent sure that everyone from Boone 
that is up there is accounted for," said runner Ray Russell. "I have directly or indirectly 
accounted for everyone I know that is in Boston and they're all OK. I've talked to people 
from ZAP Fitness (which had a number of runners in the marathon). Everybody I know is 
safe, and I probably know 50 people who are in Boston today. The running community 
has a lot of camaraderie in it." 
Because of that camaraderie, and because he has run the marathon twice, Russell said he 
was personally shaken by the news of the bombs that exploded at about 3 p.m. 
"I've gotten no work done since about 3:19 (p.m.) when I heard about it," Russell said. "It 
really hits close to home, because I know so many people there. I was also looking at the 
pictures, saying 'I remember running in that spot.'" 
The Boston Marathon traverses a "very traditional route," Russell said. That route winds up 
near Copley Square, and it was near there that the twin blasts took place within seconds of 
each other and about 100 yards apart, according to the Associated Press. 
A senior U.S. intelligence official said two other explosive devices were discovered near 
the end the course. A fire that broke out in the John F. Kennedy Library didn't appear to be 
related to the bombings, officials said. Reports indicated that the White House was 
treating the attacks as an act of terrorism. 
Russell said he has walked up and down the street near where the 26.2-mile course ends, 
"about 30 or 40 times." As of 7:30 p.m. Monday, no one had claimed responsibility for the 
attacks, but Russell, who ran the race in 2010 and 2011, said he wondered about the 
timing and location of the blasts, considering that they happened after almost 17,000 of 
the 23,000 runners had completed the course. 
"It's pretty clear to me that whoever did this isn't a runner," Russell said. "The elite runners 
would have been finished way before these bombs went off. Plus, all of the paramedics 
and care personnel are (near the finish line) to treat people." 
"It just doesn't make any sense," he said. 
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Area athletes safe after Boston Marathon bombing (4/18/2013) 
http://www.wataugademocrat.com/mountaintimes/news/area-athletes-safe-after-boston-
marathon-bombing/article_cdf8d77a-34a1-5fcf-9257-2fc425fb123d.html  
Local runners say they do not believe anyone from the Boone area was among the 170 
people injured and three dead following bomb explosions at the Boston Marathon 
Monday. 
Two bombs detonated near the finish line around 3 p.m. Monday, several hours after the 
footrace began. An 8-year-old boy is among the three killed, and 17 people are listed as 
being in critical condition, with several facing amputations, according to media reports. 
An Associated Press source said the bombs were created using pressure cookers packed 
with metal and ball bearings. As of Tuesday afternoon, investigators had not identified 
suspects in the attack. 
Zika Rea, founder of Blowing Rock’s ZAP Fitness distance runner training facility, traveled 
with a group of eight to Boston. One ZAP athlete ran Monday’s marathon, and three 
others competed in a 5K a day earlier. 
Rea said she and others had just sat down to eat lunch at the hotel and marathon 
headquarters at Copley Square. 
“We heard and felt the explosions, and ... we kind of knew something wasn’t right,” said 
Rea, who was traveling back to the High Country from the Charlotte airport Tuesday. “We 
watched out the windows, and people were running, pointing, staring.” 
She said the hotel was immediately placed on lockdown and that those inside were 
unable to leave until later that night. 
The ZAP team was quickly able to send and receive texts to verify that everyone they 
knew in the area was safe. 
Rea said her strongest feeling was one of frustration. 
“You feel like an aspect of the sport is being taken away because you know it’s going to 
change,” she said. “There’s just a freedom of the race that I think is going to be gone. It’s 
just sad to recognize that the events will never be the same.” 
Gov. Pat McCrory’s office said that 450 North Carolinians were registered in the Boston 
Marathon and that a Charlotte area family was among the injured. 
Caleb Masland, a running coach from Boone who ran the marathon, was interviewed by 
ESPN. 
“Runners, by their nature, are resilient,” Masland told the sports network. “I already feel 
motivated to do something, to find a way to help. I think the marathon is going to have a 
different feel next year. And there are going to be some runners who are nervous, but for 
every person who doesn’t want to run, I think two or three will be that much more 
motivated to take their places and try to make something positive out of this.” 
Speaking Monday, local runner Ray Russell expressed confidence that no runner from the 
Boone area was among the people injured. Russell ran the marathon in 2010 and 2011. 
“Everybody I know is safe, and I probably know 50 people who are in Boston today. The 
running community has a lot of camaraderie in it,” Russell said. 
Russell said he wondered about the timing and location of the blasts, considering that they 
happened after almost 17,000 of the 23,000 runners had completed the course. 
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“It’s pretty clear to me that whoever did this isn’t a runner,” Russell said. “The elite 
runners would have been finished way before these bombs went off. Plus, all of the 
paramedics and care personnel are (near the finish line) to treat people.” 
“It just doesn’t make any sense,” he said. 
Following a briefing Tuesday, President Barack Obama said the FBI is investigating the 
bombings as an act of terrorism. 
“It will take time to follow every lead and determine what happened,” Obama said. “We 
will find whoever harmed our citizens, and we will bring them to justice.” 
 
Watauga Opportunities, Ray's Weather are businesses of year (1/29/2016) 
http://www.wataugademocrat.com/news/watauga-opportunities-ray-s-weather-are-
businesses-of-year/article_05e7e696-2141-5855-84ef-3fe47a8c3c25.html  
BOONE — Watauga Opportunities and Ray’s Weather Center were the two organizations 
named as Watauga Business of the Year by the Boone Area Chamber of Commerce Jan. 
28. 
The awards — which are selected from nominations submitted to a chamber committee 
— were presented at the monthly chamber Business After Hours held at La Quinta Inn and 
Suites in Boone. 
Dan Meyer, president and CEO of the Boone Area Chamber of Commerce, said the award 
is presented to businesses with a proven track record, as well as criteria that include 
increased sales and increased hiring and employment. 
Watauga Opportunities is a manufacturing company in Boone that produces a variety of 
products, including medical devices and packaging, and that also provides vocational 
training, job placement, employment opportunities, community opportunities and 
residential services to adults who have barriers to employment and community inclusion. 
“Their mission is to enable self-reliance and enhance independence by offering 
employment and community service opportunities,” Meyer said. “In other words, they’re 
offering life-altering outcomes.” 
Watauga Opportunities is one of the largest employers in Watauga County, with 100 on 
staff, and has been in business for 40 years, Meyer said. The organization served 250 
clients in the past year, contributing more than 3,000 hours of community service. 
The organization has provided more than $1.34 million in wages and secured more than 
1,000 job placements in the last 10 years. 
Ray’s Weather Center began as a hobby when computer scientist Ray Russell received a 
weather station as a gift from his wife in 1998. It is now in its 15th year as an incorporated 
business, providing daily weather forecasts for the region online. 
RaysWeather.com employs nine people and serves as an umbrella site for 18 county-
specific weather sites, and the business operates about 85 weather stations and 40 
weather cams, Meyer said. 
“They seek to build a relationship with the viewer and believe that useful weather 
information for readers is inherently integrated into their activities,” said Meyer. 
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NC agency hears asphalt plant comments (3/4/2016) 
http://www.wataugademocrat.com/news/nc-agency-hears-asphalt-plant-
comments/article_11e97cb7-a3de-52df-9023-67f57c63d987.html  
Maymead Inc. and other supporters of a proposed asphalt plant on U.S. 421 on March 3 
urged state officials to issue an air quality permit for the project. But opponents called on 
the Division of Air Quality to conduct additional studies based on the area’s unique 
microclimate. 
DAQ officials held a public hearing at the Watauga County Courthouse Thursday, March 
3, to receive input on a draft air quality permit for the proposed facility, which would be 
located at 5251 U.S. 421 South near Deep Gap. 
Maymead applied for the permit in June 2015, and DAQ announced early last month that 
it had developed a draft permit for the project. Although a public hearing on the permit 
was not required, officials said they scheduled the hearing based on public interest. 
Maymead seeks approval of a plant that would produce 300,000 tons of asphalt per year, 
with a maximum production limit of 325 tons per hour. The facility would include a hot 
mix asphalt plant capable of processing recycled asphalt pavement. The plant would 
feature a fuel oil-fired drum dryer/mixer with a bag filter to control dust emissions, a 70-
ton storage silo with truck load-out operation, a fuel oil-fired liquid asphalt cement heater, 
a 30,000-gallon liquid asphalt storage tank and a 5,000-gallon fuel oil tank. 
Taylor Hartsfield, the DAQ environmental engineer who reviewed Maymead’s permit 
application, told hearing attendees that the application was reviewed for compliance with 
state and federal regulations on emissions of particulate matter, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen 
oxide and hazardous and toxic pollutants. 
According to Hartsfield’s review, the DAQ anticipates future compliance by the proposed 
facility with required limits for particulate matter, sulfur dioxide and toxic air pollutants. 
Nancy Jones, DAQ meteorologist, said EPA-recommended screening levels were used in 
air dispersion modeling analysis to estimate worst-case concentrations for four pollutants: 
arsenic, benzene, formaldehyde and nickel. 
According to the review, the maximum modeled concentrations of the four toxics, 
respectively, represented 10 percent, 18 percent, 13 percent and 2 percent of acceptable 
levels set by the state. 
“The modeling adequately demonstrates compliance, on a source-by-source basis, for all 
toxics modeled,” Jones wrote in her analysis. 
Hartsfield said that if the permit is approved, the facility would be required to keep 
monthly production logs and to conduct stack testing to ensure compliance with 
particulate matter and visible emissions standards. 
The permit would also require the project to comply with local zoning ordinances, 
including the county’s high impact land use ordinance. 
Wiley Roark, president of Mountain City, Tenn.-based Maymead, was the first of nearly 
two dozen people to speak at the hearing. 
“Air quality permits are not issued based on public opinion for or against the permit. They 
are based on compliance with the regulations,” said Roark. “Maymead has met all 
requirements and cooperated with and provided to DENR all additional information 
requested and paperwork modification. 



 97 

“Maymead has an outstanding track record,” Roark added. “We have demonstrated that 
we can comply with all rules and regulations set by DENR.” 
Maymead has been subject to DAQ enforcement actions, however. Maymead’s existing 
asphalt plant on N.C. 105 in Boone has been issued six notices in the past five years, 
according to a summary provided by DAQ to the Watauga Democrat last year. Four of 
those were for late quarterly reports, one in 2008 was due to excessive dust emissions and 
one in 2010 related to violation of visible emission standards. 
Lou Zeller, executive director of the Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League, 
contended that the DAQ’s analysis was flawed, noting that the agency determined 
emission rates by dividing total annual emissions by 8,760 hours — the total number of 
hours in a year. 
Given the plant’s production and seasonal limitations, however, the plant realistically 
could be expected to operate 923 hours per year, he said. 
“The annualization of the pollution to 8,760 hours reduces the concentrations for toxic air 
pollutants arsenic and benzene approximately tenfold,” Zeller said in written remarks. “In 
other words, the exposure of residents in the community neighboring the asphalt plant 
wold be about 10 times greater on an hourly basis.” 
Zeller said that according to BREDL’s calculations based on predicted hours of operation, 
the draft permit would not meet state standards and would exceed acceptable levels for 
benzene. 
Multiple speakers called on the DAQ to conduct additional modeling and study of the 
potential air quality impacts of the proposed plant, suggesting that the agency’s modeling 
did not adequately account for the complex weather and climate conditions of the Deep 
Gap area, including dense fog, upslope winds from the Blue Ridge and thermal inversions 
that trap air in place. 
Several requested a two-year study period, asserting that the DAQ’s review was not long 
enough to capture data for the area’s range of extreme weather conditions. 
“My plea to you is please don’t issue any permits until these questions have been 
answered,” said Mike Teague. 
“Deep Gap has fog, Deep Gap has inversions, Deep Gap has children with asthma just 
under 10 percent. Can we risk it?” said Karen Norris. 
Among those speaking at the hearing and in support of additional study were James 
Sherman, principal investigator of Appalachian State’s air monitoring sites, and Ray 
Russell, an ASU computer science professor and president of Ray’s Weather Center. 
Seth Norris, who said he lives near the proposed site, said, “Tonight what I’ve heard is 
really no compelling case that the data on which this decision has been made is valid ... 
The scientists in the room ought to investigate this decision more.” 
Johnny Hampton is the property owner leasing the 421 site to Maymead and whose 
business, J.W. Hampton, sold the asphalt plant project to the company. Hampton 
challenged the claims about harmful health impacts from asphalt plants. 
“I started working in construction work in 1960. I’m 75 years old. If asphalt and rock 
crushing will kill you, I should be dead,” Hampton said. “I’ll match my health with 
anybody in the room.” 
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Patrick Butler, the DAQ hearing officer, said he would consider the comments received 
and make a recommendation to DAQ Director Sheila Holman on whether to issue a final 
permit. 
DAQ has repeatedly emphasized that it has no authority over zoning, land use or where a 
company decides to locate a facility; that falls to local governments. 
Under a ruling by the Watauga County Board of Adjustment made in February, the 
proposed plant is permissible under a high impact land use permit issued by the county in 
2011. County staff revoked the permit in June 2015, but the board overturned that 
decision. 
Unless the BOA’s ruling is challenged in court, it would mean that increased buffers and 
other restrictions added to the high impact land use ordinance last year would not apply 
to the Maymead project. 
 
Weatherman Ray Russell announces bid for NC House (10/6/2017) 
http://www.wataugademocrat.com/news/weatherman-ray-russell-announces-bid-for-nc-
house/article_b5d99d21-09b8-5b83-9a7c-f72571da02ba.html  
This story has been modified from a previous version to include additional information 
from Russell's campaign announcement event and about another race in the 2018 
election. 
BOONE — Ray Russell, founder of Ray’s Weather Center and an Appalachian State 
professor, recently announced his intentions to run as a Democrat in 2018 for the N.C. 
House District 93 seat currently held by Jonathan Jordan. 
House District 93 includes Watauga and Ashe counties. 
Russell has been a computer science professor at ASU for 26 years, and he founded 
RaysWeather.com in 2000. The weather website later grew into multiple sites covering 
weather across Western North Carolina. 
Russell kicked off his campaign at Smoky Mountain Barbecue in West Jefferson on Oct. 9, 
followed by an event at Lost Province in Boone on Oct. 10. 
“We want to hear your voices and want to know what you want and what you want to do 
for the state of North Carolina,” Russell said in West Jefferson. “We want to hear what you 
think is important and what ideas you have to make this state great and to make this 
district better.” 
Russell’s campaign committee, Ray Russell for NC, filed a statement of organization with 
the State Board of Elections that was received on Sept. 18, according to campaign 
documents. 
Russell announced his plans to run for the District 93 seat at the Watauga County 
Democratic Party Fall Rally on Sept. 30, saying that, “I decided in March, that while I had 
no political experience, I do have life experiences, personal capital and name recognition 
putting me in a position that I could make a run for office. Whether I deserved them or 
not, those were gifts I had been given, and I felt the weight of responsibility to step 
forward,” according to the text of his speech posted on his campaign website, 
RayForNC.com. 
He said that to win, Democrats must avoid negativity and be respectful and friendly to 
find common ground with voters. 



 99 

“I will not attempt to manipulate you. I didn’t bring you here to raise money tonight,” 
Russell said in West Jefferson on Monday. “I will not weaponize your fears — I see that in 
every election. Every election cycle someone is out there trying to raise fears on an issue 
and beat it into the ground, and I won’t do that this election.” 
Russell said he had been registered unaffiliated until late last year, when the GOP-led state 
legislature convened special sessions and enacted bills stripping powers from the 
governor’s office in the wake of Democrat Roy Cooper’s election. 
“Literally that day I went and declared as a Democrat,” Russell said. “I’ve leaned 
Democrat for a long, long time — that’s not a surprise to anybody that knows me. Really, 
most people that would talk with me for any length of time would find me to be a fairly 
moderate person in the political spectrum.” 
Russell is the newest candidate to challenge Jordan, a Republican and Jefferson attorney 
who has said he will seek re-election to a fifth consecutive term in 2018. Initially elected 
in 2010, defeating incumbent Cullie Tarleton, Jordan has survived subsequent challenges 
from Democrats Tarleton and Sue Counts as well as a primary challenge from Republican 
Lew Hendricks. 
Earlier this year, ASU student Robert Block announced his intentions to challenge Jordan 
for the seat in the Republican primary next year. Block filed paperwork with the State 
Board of Elections to create a campaign committee in May of this year. 
 
Watauga Watch 
 
Ray Russell, Launching His Campaign Against Rep. Jonathan Jordan (10/7/2017) 
http://blog.wataugawatch.net/2017/10/ray-russell-launching-his-campaign.html  
Ray Russell, founder of the mega-popular Ray's Weather Center, will be launching his 
campaign this coming week to unseat incumbent sack of doorknobs, Republican Jonathan 
Jordan. 
Check out Ray Russell's website. 
The Incumbent, Our Major Hoople 
Jonathan Jordan has been an un-energetic but dependable paperweight for the Republican 
bosses in the NC General Assembly. Jordan has saluted on command and voted as he's 
told and burped his dessert with the best of 'em. 
But you'd be hard-pressed to come up with a list of benefits, problems solved, positive 
initiatives that could be linked in any appreciable way to Jonathan Jordan. No, he's voted 
for budgets that hurt the state parks in his own district, that crippled local protections of air 
and water, that weakened the health of public schools. We certainly do remember him for 
the loss of Boone's extraterritorial jurisdiction, which for us means he's definitely more 
pain than gain for the 93rd House District. 
 
The Teacher Who Is Running Against Phil Berger (10/15/2017) 
http://blog.wataugawatch.net/2017/10/the-teacher-who-is-running-against-phil.html  
NC Senate President Pro Tem Phil Berger is the acknowledged dictator of North Carolina. 
He runs the NC Senate, which means he runs North Carolina. He ran over Republican 
Governor Pat McCrory for four long years and is partially responsible for making the "toe-
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stepping" McCrory a laughingstock. And just to show him who's Boss, Berger's crippled 
the governorship of Democrat Roy Cooper. 
Berger wanted to make Phil Berger Jr. a congressman in Washington, his greatest failure to 
date. Still, he could make Junior a judge as consolation, and now Junior sits on the bench. 
No one can beat Phil Berger for his NC Senate seat, which includes parts of Guilford and 
Rockingham counties. At least that's the conventional wisdom. In fact, to oppose Berger or 
his lieutenants can figuratively land a horse's head in your bed, so to speak, and according 
to Greensboro News&Record Editor Allen Johnson. 
But lookie here at who's rising up to challenge Berger, not because she thinks she can win 
but because sometimes you just have to stand up to abusive power, no matter the odds. 
Jennifer Mangrum is the child of two public school teachers and a lifelong educator 
herself. She taught elementary school in North Carolina for 14 years, and for the last nine 
years she's been teaching other public school teachers how best to teach (as a professor of 
education at UNCG). 
She was until recently a lifelong Republican. The power-madness of King Berger (among 
other actions) changed her mind: 
 “I’m open. I was a Republican, I need to tell you that. I had a father who fought in World 
War 2, Vietnam and Korea, and when I registered to vote in the ‘80s, if you were military 
then the Republican Party was the party that you felt was going to take care of your family 
.... The party has changed so much since I registered. I’m also really embarrassed that 
leaders in the Republican Party represent us in the way they do, but I was a voter who 
looked at the person.” (The Carolinian) 
I've only just started following her on Twitter (@jrmangru), and she doesn't appear to have 
launched a Facebook feed yet (though she's promised one), so I don't yet find a lot of 
"platform" on-line. But I did find this: 
 ...why do we allow Phil Berger to remain in power? He does not work to insure that all 
men are created equal. In fact, he does the opposite. He creates laws that discriminate, he 
defunds schools so that children don’t have the same opportunities when they grow up, 
and he rules the NC Senate as though he were King, grabbing power from our executive 
branch and ignoring the consent of the governed. 
Mangrum is just beginning to find her political voice, and we hope she'll campaign. 
That'll take money. 
Comments 
Ray Russell said... 
 Jen and I became friends during the summer. We were in the same boat dealing with the 
university getting permission to run for the legislature. Then we were both in the iopl.org 
Fellows Program. She has lots of energy, is articulate, and has unsurpassed passion. She 
will make a great run and will be a great State Senator. 
 
Other Internet Sources 
 
Appalachian State University: Computer Science Department (Undated) 
https://compsci.appstate.edu/faculty-staff/dr-ray-russell  
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Blue Ridge Outdoors: The Man Behind RaysWeather.com (Undated) 
http://www.blueridgeoutdoors.com/snowsports/the-weatherman-ray-russell/  
Dr. Ray Russell is a man of many talents. A minister with a Ph.D. in computer science and 
a running coach’s certification, Russell is mostly known around town as the weatherman. 
Self-taught in the art of meteorology, Russell first began reporting weather in the High 
Country after the blizzard of ’93 blew through Boone, bringing with it nearly 36 inches of 
snow. As a professor of computer science at Appalachian State University (a position he 
maintains to this day), Russell was one of the few who could decipher the inner workings 
of the Internet, which was then only in its infancy. 
Using primitive web design, Russell crafted a snow report for western North Carolina on 
his university site, posting semi-regularly during the winters of 1994-96. By the time he 
received a weather station from his wife during the Christmas of ’98, Russell already had a 
well-established following of weather watchers. 
Now, Russell’s forecast (raysweather.com) covers more than the High Country 
surrounding Boone, spanning the entire length of the Blue Ridge Parkway from Cherokee, 
N.C., to Waynesboro, Va. Though Russell now has five meteorologists working for him, he 
still updates daily forecasts for his hometown. The company’s annual Fearless Forecast has 
become like a Farmers’ Almanac to southern Appalachian powder hounds awaiting 
winter’s arrival. 
ray-russell-boston-marathon 
BRO: CAN YOU REMEMBER THE FIRST TIME YOU EVER EXPRESSED INTEREST IN THE 
WEATHER? 
RAY: When I was young, I bought every book a 10-year-old could get on meteorology and 
read. When you asked me what I was going to be when I grew up, well, I was going to be 
a meteorologist of course. As time went on, I did other things. The weather just kinda 
happened out of hobby and interest and accident. 
BRO: WHEN WAS THE TURNING POINT FOR RAY’S WEATHER? 
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RAY: February of 2000. Unbeknownst to me, a local radio station started going to the site 
and looking at it. They wanted me to talk about weather on the radio. For the next three 
years, every day at 7:10, that became a staple of the radio station. 
BRO: WHAT MAKES YOUR WEATHER FORECAST DIFFERENT? 
RAY: If you go to weather.com, they’re going to tell you what the temperature is in Beech 
Mountain, but they don’t have any idea. They’re just guessing. With those national 
[weather] sources, there are no people behind that. It’s all computer generated. It goes 
from a computer model through some processing straight to the website or mobile device 
with no human brain that ever intervenes in that process. 
BRO: DO YOU THINK YOUR ACCURACY HAS LED TO RAYSWEATHER.COM’S 
SUCCESS? 
RAY: I call it my hobby gone berserk. I don’t really understand it all. Back in the day, I 
wrote some pretty zany things I couldn’t get away with anymore, but it was a creative 
outlet for me, not just the weather, but just to write something funny. We have a golf-o-
meter for good days and snowman-o-meter for snow days. We’ll issue a white leg warning 
on the first warm day after winter, and if it’s windy, we’ll issue a big hair alert. We have 
fun with it but it’s a serious forecast. 
BRO: SO WHAT’S OUR WINTER LOOKING LIKE? 
RAY: It’ll be a slow start to winter, but snowier than average in the Foothills and 
throughout Southern Appalachia. The heart of our winter will begin late January and 
February. 
 
Boone Weather.com (Rays Weather Center): About our Forecasters (Undated) 
http://booneweather.com/About+Forecasters  
RaysWeather.Com continues to grow. We are an "information age" company using the 
web to broadcast the message but also as a tool for producing the message. 
RaysWeather.Com (what we call RWC) has evolved from "Ray's hobby in Beautiful 
Downtown Rutherwood" in 1999 to the most widely read media outlet in NW NC about 4 
million web paged delivered each month and read by about 250,000 people per month. 
We cover the weather from NC/VA line to Waynesville, NC, the Mountains to the 
Foothills, and all the micro-climates in between. We will continue to grow geographically 
as well. The heart of the growth is good data, "local flavor", and THE most reliable 
forecast. 
RWC has assembled the best forecast team ever for this region. Here's "the forecast 
crew"... 
 Dr. Ray Russell is a Computer Science professor at Appalachian State University. His PhD 
is in Computer Science from Georgia Tech (1989); weather has been a long-time passion. 
He started posting a "snow forecast" on the university website back in the mid 1990's; this 
evolved into RaysWeather.Com in 2000. Ray lives in Boone and has taught at 
Appalachian State since 1991. Ray's wife, Rhonda, taught kindergarten and pre-
kindergarten in Avery and Watauga Counties for sixteen years before becoming an 
Instructor at Appalachian State University in the Department of Family and Consumer 
Sciences. Ray and Rhonda have two daughters (Leah, a psychologist in Raleigh, and 
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Laura, a pharmacist at Piedmont Hospital in Atlanta), a son-in-law (Denny, who works for 
Wachovia Bank in Raleigh), and two dogs (Lily and Sam). 
 Eric Anderson (RWC's Chief Meteorologist) received his degree in meteorology from the 
University of North Carolina at Asheville, and is a 16-year veteran of NOAA with 
experience in forecasting, observation and analysis. A native of western North Carolina, 
Eric's former tenure in the National Weather Service gave him the opportunity to forecast 
for areas of the Mid-Atlantic region. His professional interests include upslope flow snow 
events in the southern Appalachians, as well as cold air damming in the Carolinas. 
 Alan Simons, born in Fayetteville NC, has a Bachelor of Science in meteorology and 20 
years of professional experience that includes forecasting for newspapers, websites, radio, 
aviation, and the military. He first became interested in weather in North Carolina, and 
RWC takes him back home after a variety of duty stations, from New York to Hawaii. 
Alan's been with the RWC team since 2003. 
 Harold Alston is a N.C. native with Bachelor of Science degrees from both App State 
(Broadcast Communications) and UNC-Asheville (Meteorology). He has over 30 years 
experience tracking and forecasting NC weather including 16 years experience for media 
outlets. Nailing down Appalachian wedges & wintry possibilities are his areas of expertise 
with a lifetime of N.C. weather experiences to reference. 
 Glen Ryan is the latest addition to the RWC team. Glen, originally from Nashville TN, 
holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in meteorology and has seven years of professional 
experience forecasting the weather in the Southeast U.S. Glen has also spent time 
delivering weather forecasts on both TV and radio. His primary weather interests are 
summer time severe thunderstorms and forecasting winter weather. When he's not 
watching the sky you can usually find him checking out the nearest football game! 
 
Itunes: Rays Weather App (Undated) 
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/raysweather-com-app/id904822956?mt=8  
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RateMyProfessors.com: Ray Russell (Undated) 
http://www.ratemyprofessors.com/ShowRatings.jsp?tid=182002  
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Watauga Democrats: Party Officers (Undated) 
http://wataugadems.com/party-officers  

 
 



 113 

Blue Ridge Country: If It's WNC Weather, It's Ray (12/12/2010) 
https://blueridgecountry.com/archive/people/western-north-carolina-weather/  
Dr. Ray Russell, computer science professor, minister and marathoner, is also THE 
weatherman in the mountains, with a quarter million visitors a month to 
Raysweather.com. 
Icons are frequently recognized by one-word names. In golf, it’s Tiger. In show business, 
Cher. In weather for the mountains of northwest North Carolina, it’s Ray. 
“Ray” is Dr. Ray Russell, a computer science professor at Appalachian State University 
and a local weather legend. “When I was 10,” he says, “I was especially interested in the 
weatherman’s snow forecasts. I read every book I could understand about the weather. 
Years passed as I went to school and did other things, but in the early 1990s, my weather 
interest was rekindled when weather data and computer weather models were available 
online. I bought college meteorology text books and taught myself.” 
Russell’s love of snow and his moving to the snowy northwest North Carolina mountains 
were a perfect match. 
“It was always a mystery what the weather would be in Boone,” he continues. “I loved 
predicting the snows. My wife gave me a weather station for Christmas in 1998. I put live 
weather data, taken from my back yard, on my university website in 1999 and then started 
doing snow forecasts. 
“Everyone was interested in my site, more interested than I could imagine, so I got more 
serious. In 2000, the media picked up on the website and it mushroomed. It was a case of 
a passion and hobby meeting a need and taking on a life of its own. In no time, my 
forecasts needed to be off ASU’s site and on its own website, raysweather.com. It was no 
longer a snow forecast hobby. I got three sponsors and they covered the bills.” 
Today, Ray’s Weather Center (RWC) has almost 200 sponsors, more than 250,000 unique 
visitors a month and 6 million pages clicked to. RWC’s 12 employees include an office 
manager, graphic designers, sales people, a computer programmer, a system administrator 
and four trained, experienced meteorologists. Russell also remains hands-on with 
forecasts. 
“Someone has to have an eye on the weather at all times,” he explains. “We update our 
forecasts by 7 each morning, at noon and early evening for 53 different weather stations in 
the North Carolina mountains and foothills. We feel we have the most accurate forecasts 
for the region. We forecasted the blizzard this winter when everyone else called for snow 
showers. It comes down to hard work and we work our tails off.” 
RWC’s down-home site also has 21 webcams, a National Weather Service link, radar and 
information ranging from past snowfall levels to astronomy and gardening tips. 
Russell, a golfer, communicates the type of day for those planning outside activities by the 
number of golf balls beside each forecast. A five-golf ball day is perfect, a one-ball day is 
better suited for ducks. He uses golf balls all year, but when winter and his beloved snow 
come, he adds a “snowman-o-mometer.” 
The computer science professor, who has a PhD from Georgia Tech, has an 
undergraduate degree in religion and he began his career as a minister in Mississippi and 
later in Atlanta. He has served as pulpit minister for his Church of Christ congregation in 
Boone when the church was between ministers. 
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Russell’s latest passion is health and fitness. His weight got away from him and he began 
having ailments and feeling miserable. “I turned my weight into a math problem. I limited 
myself to 1,500 calories a day for a month, then walked a little and later ran a little and 
lost weight faster than I thought I could. 
“I set a goal in January '09 to lose enough weight to run The Bear at Grandfather 
Mountain in July, a five-mile race that gains 1,500 feet in elevation. I lost 68 pounds off 
my 226 pounds in time for the race. When I finished my wife asked me how I felt and I 
said, ‘I have some gas left in my tank; I could have done more.’ I decided to try a half-
marathon in Asheville and afterwards felt the same way, so I ran a full marathon in 
Charlotte. 
“I got an invitation to run the Boston Marathon through a friend and started near the end 
of the 27,000 runners since I didn’t have any standing. I passed two-thirds of them and 
finished with a time of 3:28. I’m 53 years old and used to feel like I was 65; now I feel I’m 
30!” 
Russell’s busy life presents its own problems. “I am going on a ‘schedule diet’ just like my 
physical diet,” he jokes, “but the schedule is harder. I treat exercise like it’s part of my job, 
just like teaching a class. With our children out of the house, I have more time, but I work 
from 5 a.m. to 10 p.m.” 
There is a common thread to Ray Russell’s life as a minister, teacher, forecaster, 
community volunteer (he chairs the local United Way campaign) and fitness advocate: He 
lives a life of service to others. 
“The weather site has been a gift,” he reflects. “I didn’t plan it or expect it. I’m trying to be 
a good steward of that gift. Whatever opportunity was given to me, I was focused on 
pursuing it. My gifts just seem to be service oriented.” 
Family Man on a Mission 
Rhonda Russell, Ray’s wife of 32 years, teaches early childhood education at Appalachian 
State University. Their daughters – Leah and Laura – are respectively a clinical 
psychologist and a resident pharmacist. 
Dachshund Lilly and wire-haired fox terrier Sam still live at home with Rhonda and Ray, 
who says the keys to going from 226 pounds to 150 are “to exercise in addition to cutting 
consumption. I recommend exercising 30 minutes a day, doing enough to get your heart 
working. The book ‘Younger Next Year’ is right on the mark.The authors say there is a 
difference between aging and decay. Aging is a very slow, unavoidable process. Decay 
happens quickly and is avoidable. It is eating bad stuff and having no physical activity.” 
 
WNCN: Central North Carolina’s change in climate (2/5/2013) 
http://wncn.com/2013/02/05/central-north-carolinas-change-in-climate/  
Climate change has become an important topic across the country the past several years, 
including North Carolina. From skiing in the mountains to surfing and relaxing on the 
beaches, the weather plays an extremely important role in lives and the economy of North 
Carolina.  
WNCN has taken you to the mountains and the coast talking about our weather past, 
present and future and no matter why things are changing, we all know it's not the way it 
used to be. Central North Carolina, the most populated part of our state, could see 
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changes equally as big as the rest of the state when it comes to warmer temperatures and 
less water if the climate continues to change. 
Less snow in the mountains, less sand on our beaches and warmer and drier weather here 
in the central North Carolina. Experts across the state agree that things just aren't like they 
used to be. Ryan Boyles, the North Carolina State Climatologist says, “The best science we 
have right now suggests that we will continue to warm in terms of overall annual temps.” 
In the mountains, Ray Russell, founder of Raysweather.com, showed WNCN that “if you 
look at snow totals for the whole period, for 52 years, there is a definite trend for the 
amount of snow going down.” 
Along the North Carolina coast, Pablo Hernandez, DOT Engineer says, “After having been 
here on the coast for 15 years, seeing the effects of hurricanes, any modification in the 
environment and the oceans is going to have an effect on the islands.” 
For central North Carolina, it seems to be warmer, drier and not as snowy as it used to. In 
the 60s and 70s and early 80s we had a lot more snow in central North Carolina, winters 
were a lot colder than they've been since the 1980s. The state and the country have been 
warming in general over the past 30 years. 
Part of the reason we may not see as much snow is because we don't have as many 
conditions to lead to snow events, but whether winter or summer that's a dominate trait, 
especially in urban areas, we just don't get as cold as we used to. 
Boyles attributes part of the change to background warming, some of it has to do with 
changes in land use, so as we build more cities, the cities get warmer and that's a man 
made climate change, but it's not related to greenhouse gases. 
Those changes in how we use the land with fewer farms, more cities and concrete 
changes how heat is absorbed and released and that can impact some of our best weather 
historians, farmers. 
David Pope, a Knightdale family farmer for nearly 60 years said, “The drought has been 
worse the last four or five years, it used to be in the winter, you could count on rain about 
every week, our reservoirs are down, they've been down for two or three years.” 
Government experts agree, water supply is a critical issue. Population growth along with 
more droughts in the future could be a bad combination. 
Ken Waldroup, Assistant Public Utilities Director for the city of Raleigh, told WNCN that 
by the year 2024, our existing water resources will not be enough to meet our needs. The 
city does plan for things like this; in fact their plan goes 30 to 50 years out. 
Studies show that Raleigh's primary water source, Falls Lake, as started to lose nearly 2 
billion gallons of water each year, partially due to warmer temperatures and evaporation. 
While 2 billion gallons seems like a lot of water, it is only about one percent of the total 
volume of Falls Lake. 
Boyles points out, “Where most of the population is in central North Carolina is also the 
headwaters of the river basins and it's where a lot of the water supply is surface water 
based, so drought is going to continue to be an issue if we want to see our population 
grow and have the water supplies manage effectively and figure out a way to use a lot less 
water or store a lot more water.” 
So, while drought has been a problem in the past at some level for North Carolina, 
continue population growth and climate change could make it a bigger problem in the 
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future. Despite planning by government officials, water is going to be a big factor, not just 
for North Carolina, but for the southeast and the globe. 
 
Scientific Computing: Computer Scientist Turns Hobby into Weather Web Site 
(1/2/2014) 
https://www.scientificcomputing.com/news/2014/01/computer-scientist-turns-hobby-
weather-web-site  
by Dale Neal, Asheville Citizen-Times 
"Everyone talks about the weather, but nobody ever does anything about it." 
Ray Russell, a computer science professor at Appalachian State University, didn't set out 
to prove Mark Twain's wisecrack wrong. He just wanted to get a better forecast for 
snowstorms across the High Country of Western North Carolina. 
What started as a hobby with the weather station kit his wife bought him for Christmas 
almost 20 years ago has boomed into a thriving online business. 
Clicking on RaysWeather.com, an average of 300,000 unique monthly visitors troop to 
about a dozen domain names that cover Surry County at the Virginia state line down the 
Blue Ridge to Asheville and Waynesville. 
In the mid-'90s, when the Internet was in its infancy and accessed with clunky dial-up 
connections, weather data came out of Raleigh, covering everything from Wilmington to 
Murphy. Russell was frustrated that weather reports couldn't predict when it would snow 
in Boone. 
When he set up his backyard station, Russell had Boone's first live feed of weather data, 
which he began to post daily on the Appalachian State University Web site. 
What was a part-time hobby became a professional business. With a home office, his 
daughter handling bookkeeping and his wife selling advertising, the computer scientist 
turned into a weather entrepreneur. His staff has grown to nine paid employees, including 
a team of four meteorologists. 
"We started with zero investment and literally pulled it up by the bootstraps," he said. 
Russell admits he's never had a business class in his life. Once he ran into Joedy Eller, 
former chairman of the Boone Area Chamber of Commerce on Main Street. 
"Ray, you have done the best job of branding your business that I've ever seen," Eller said. 
"What's branding?" Russell asked. 
Early on, Russell showed his personality, adding the Fearless Winter Forecast. It was 
somewhat of a stunt to help promote the Woolly Worm Festival in Banner Elk. Going head 
to head versus a woolly worm with science wasn't difficult, he said. 
And his weather watchers aren't afraid to put a little wit into their forecasts, compared 
with the more generic National Weather Service bulletins that cover multiple states. 
Russell nearly did away with his popular Fearless Winter Forecast after hits and misses in 
recent seasons. It galls him that people remember miscalls for lots of snow rather than the 
accurate day-to-day forecasts his team predicted throughout the winter. 
Witness the Great Flizzard of 2010. 
When the NWS issued a blizzard warning February 11, calling for heavy snowfall and 
gusting winds for all of Buncombe County, Ray's forecasters jumped into the fray. 
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"Calm down ... there will be no blizzard in Asheville today! The NWS Blizzard Warning 
should have been reserved for north and west of here closer to the TN/NC line." 
That prediction held true. Asheville saw only a dusting of occasional flurries. Meanwhile, 
Mars Hill reported seven inches of snow that afternoon. 
Not to badmouth the federal agency. "They're hardworking folks who have to deal with 
shrinking resources," Russell says, adding federal employees do a great job forecasting the 
big picture. 
But the online forecasts of bigger private weather companies do bug him, especially when 
visitors type in a ZIP code and hope to find a real local forecast. 
"These big weather sites, they don't have a clue what the temperature is in Weaverville. 
They don't have a station there, they're just extrapolating," Russell said. "We have real 
weather stations with real forecasts with real people." 
RaysWeather proves popular with professional observers as well. 
"It's an outstanding resource," said Pamela McCown, a meteorologist who most recently 
worked with Asheville-Buncombe Technical Community College's Institute for Climate 
Education. 
Based at Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport in South Carolina, NWS forecasters 
must paint the big picture from north Georgia through Upstate South Carolina into the 
Western North Carolina mountains. 
"That's a huge forecasting task with so many different microclimates," McCown explained. 
"That's the real benefit from RaysWeather — that he can focus on those mountainous 
areas." 
"It's a good place for one-stop shopping to find observations from around the area," said 
Doug Miller, associate professor at UNC Asheville's atmospheric sciences department. 
RaysWeather links some 80 weather stations across the region, including the campus 
station at UNCA. 
The business's most recent hire is David Still, who joined RaysWeather.com in February 
as director of business development. 
After graduating with a communications degree from Appalachian State University, Still 
got his certificate in atmospheric science at UNCA and worked as a TV meteorologist in 
Memphis, TN. 
Still had fond memories of RaysWeather from his days as Boone undergraduate. "I'd been 
following him since 2000. I reached out to Ray to see what he was thinking long-term. He 
told me about his parkway project." 
The company just completed an ambitious expansion, adding 22 stations and eight 
webcams up and down the scenic Blue Ridge Parkway. 
RaysWeather partnered with the National Park Service, the nonprofit Blue Ridge Parkway 
Foundation, along with Appalachian State, to launch specialized weather Web sites: 
BRPweather.com and BRPwebcams.org. 
Now, visitors or just the curious can keep tabs on what's happening weather-wise on the 
parkway that weaves through the region's highest elevations. 
"We want to get travelers better information about what to expect up on the parkway, 
particularly with weather closings," Russell said. "We were able to do the whole project 
for $70,000, and it didn't cost the taxpayer one dime." 
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Russell wants to see more stations extending into Virginia and could see the RaysWeather 
model exported from the mountains to other outdoor recreation communities like 
Pinehurst or popular beach towns in the Carolinas. 
But for now, he likes forecasting what he knows best: mountain storms and sunny days 
that he gives a ranking of one to five golf tees. One golf tee equals a day fit only for "polar 
bears or ducks." 
Five golf tees — "Bosses, you better stand at the door. (Or will bosses be the first out the 
door?)" 
That kind of personality in weather predictions wins local fans and unexpected 
testimonies. 
During this interview at Russell's Boone offices, a man knocked at the door and poked his 
head inside. He wore a housepainter's cap and splattered coveralls. 
"This is RaysWeather?" he asked. "Where's Ray?" 
"That would be me," Russell volunteered. 
"Love your site," the painter said, and ducked out. 
 
Simply Appalachian: Ray’s Got His Way with Weather (1/2015) 
http://www.simplyappalachian.com/article/2014/12/ray%E2%80%99s-got-his-way-
weather  
“I don’t trust any other weather forecast except Ray’s.” 
“Ray’s Weather is the most accurate weather report there is.” 
“The TV meteorologists have nothing on Ray.” 
These are common statements heard from followers of Ray’s Weather Center, a company 
that uses the Internet to relay forecasts for Western North Carolina. Dr. Ray Russell and his 
team of forecasters provide weather reports that cover the weather in areas from the North 
Carolina/Virginia line to Waynesville, NC, from the Mountains to the Foothills, and all the 
micro-climates in between. 
From Hobby to Household Name 
Ray always had a passion for the weather. He’s a computer science professor at 
Appalachia State University in Boone, North Carolina, and did his first snow forecast on 
the school’s website in the 1990s. As a weather nut and computer whiz, Ray’s avocation 
and vocation collided to create a perfect storm, so to speak. He was able to take 
advantage of the new popularity of the Internet to distill his weather reports. 
By 2000, he had his own site called RaysWeather.com, the name that still serves as his 
home page today. In 2014, Ray’s band of merry forecasters provides weather forecasts on 
21 different websites ranging from AshevilleWeather.com to WolfLaurelWeather.com. Ray 
and his team have a pretty good record when it comes to long-term forecasting too. In 
2013, he was within .02 inches of actual snowfall in Boone and 18.5 inches off the actual 
astounding snowfall of 100 inches at Beech Mountain. No wonder ski buffs and outdoors 
enthusiasts appreciate his sites. 
Analysis Paralysis 
Ray relies on the El Nino Southern Oscillation data to make his predictions. Coupled with 
Pacific Ocean patterns, North Atlantic Oscillation and remarkably reliable “hunch” 
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factors, Ray seems to be able to put his experience and his team’s meteorological 
expertise on the mark more often than not. 
In addition to Ray, the team providing the analyses consists of: 
 Eric Anderson, a 16-year NOAA veteran 
 Alan Simons, a 20-year media meteorologist 
 Harold Alston, who has 30 years of forecasting experience 
 Glen Ryan, with seven years’ experience forecasting weather in the Southeast 
Popularity Growing 
Ray produces a Blue Ridge Parkway calendar each year that’s composed of pictures taken 
by people who submit their photographic entries in an annual contest. His website 
followers vote on the entries that make it into the calendar. For the 2015 product, he 
received 398 entries. See our shop to purchase one of his amazing calendars. 
Ray’s Weather Center has become one of the most widely read media outlet sites in 
Northwest North Carolina. With about 4 million page views each month, he has a regular 
following of about 250,000 readers monthly. If you want to plan your ski vacation or find 
out when the weather will support a whitewater rafting trip next summer, turn to Ray’s 
Weather. There are no guarantees, but you just might get a little closer to reality with these 
geeks who live for the weather. 
 
Capital at Play: The Internet’s Ray of Sunshine (2/2015) 
https://www.capitalatplay.com/internets-ray-sunshine/  
When Ray Russell was a little baby 
Settin’ on his mama’s knee, 
He pointed his finger at an isobar, 
Said “A weatherman is what I want to be, Lord, Lord, 
“A weatherman is what I want to be.” 
Well, not exactly, but almost. The weather has fascinated Ray Russell since his childhood, 
to the extent that plumbing its mysteries has been a lifetime quest that has led him right 
through a stint as a preacher and a career in computer science to founding and 
maintaining what’s considered by many to be the go-to source for accurate meteorological 
information: Ray’s Weather Center. 
On this particular day he has come down to Asheville from his headquarters in Boone to 
meet with some existing and potential sponsors of Ray’s Weather Center, and we’ve 
managed to entice him into Capital at Play’s small but tasteful Biltmore Village office 
space to talk about his much-consulted website. 
Ray has eased his lanky frame, clad in a tweed jacket and a v-neck sweater, into a 
conference room chair. Beneath a shock of salt-and-pepper hair he wears an expression of 
good humored alertness. He looks like a college professor. He should; he put in many 
years as chairman of the department of computer science at Appalachian State University, 
where he still teaches. He’s Raymond Russell, Ph.D. 
But his doctorate is in computer science. He has no degree, at any level, in meteorology, 
the very discipline with which the internet community associates him. And thereby, as 
they say, hangs a tale. 



 120 

Ray was born in Manchester, the seat of Coffee County, Tennessee, down in the lower 
midsection of the state, where the weather is described by Wikipedia as hot and humid in 
the summer and mild to cool in the winter. Since that pretty much characterizes the 
climate of Tennessee in general, there was nothing exotic to whet the interest of a growing 
boy with a bent for natural science, but the basic dynamics of weather itself were enough 
to captivate the young Ray Russell. So he simply started reading books on the subject. 
The small college Ray attended did not offer a degree in meteorology. Instead, he found 
himself carrying a double major: religion for spiritual nourishment and computer 
science—at that time just emerging as a ticket of admission to a growing industry—just in 
case. It was, he says, just as well. He became an ordained Church of Christ minister and 
found himself preaching at a little church in Ashland, Mississippi. “It was in the second 
poorest county in the state,” he recalls. “Man shall not live by bread alone, but he at least 
has to have that.” So Ray fell back on his computer science hedge and got himself a Ph.D 
in it from Georgia Tech. He ended up teaching his adopted subject at Appalachian and 
eventually became head of the department. 
But it should be noted that all this time, to the extent that he could, he pursued his interest 
in weather. And he read lots more books. 
“Boone has amazing weather,” he says. “It’s the epitome of the old saw that if you don’t 
like the weather in Western North Carolina, just stick around for fifteen minutes and you’ll 
get something else. From a climatic standpoint it’s a great place to study weather first 
hand.” 
One winter Ray made a date to help a colleague move into a new house over the 
upcoming weekend. The official forecast was for dry-seasonal weather. Ray turned to his 
books, maps, and computer models, then, on the Friday, he picked up the phone and 
called his friend. “You’re either going to have to postpone moving or we’ve got to get you 
moved right now. Today. This afternoon,” he said. 
The friend said it was impossible to postpone the move and asked what the trouble was. 
“The trouble is,” Ray said, “we’ve got a window of about 24 hours to get this done before 
we get a massive snow and sleet storm moving in here. If you wait till tomorrow like we 
planned, we’ll be caught smack in the middle of it. Trust me: we’ve got to move now.” 
The urgency in Ray’s voice convinced his friend. “Somehow we got everything organized 
and got him packed overnight and moved the next morning,” Ray says. “The first 
snowflakes started falling just as we got the last of the boxes in the house. It snowed and 
sleeted all that night and all the next day.” 
On another wintry morning when it was snowing and the forecast was calling for 
sunshine, Ray remarked to a fellow faculty member who also had an interest in weather, 
“you know, we could write a better forecast than this.” 
This time he bought a stack of meteorological textbooks and began studying in earnest 
whenever he had the chance. In 1996 he took the plunge and began posting forecasts and 
weather data on his personal university webpage. And for Christmas in 1998, his wife, 
Rhonda, used her Christmas bonus money to present him with a complete home weather 
station setup: barometer, anemometer (that’s a wind speed indicator to you), rain gauge—
everything, in short for the dilettante, in-house meteorologist. “It was a great present,” Ray 
says, “and it gave me my own set of tools, but I was still a full time academic and this was 
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still just my hobby.” Nevertheless, the additional information-gathering setup, plus his 
own further study, gave Ray the wherewithal to post live weather information to his 
website. 
One snowy morning, while driving to work, Ray heard the weatherman at a local station 
actually reading the most recent information Ray had posted onsite. “Turns out they were 
using my little website—not NOAA or NASA—to get their forecast,” he says. On the 
following Monday morning, he got a call from local radio host Jim Jernigan asking if Ray 
would like to do a live weather forecast, on-air , right then. “It sounded like fun,” he 
remembers, “so I did it.” The forecast was spot on and launched a part-time radio career 
for Ray. He did his live forecasts on Jernigan’s show every weekday morning for the next 
three years. “I enjoyed it,” he says, “but it was just a diversion. I was running a college 
department, and my work load was pretty demanding.” 
In fact, Ray was a little concerned when the chancellor of the university sent for him. “I 
thought she was going to chew me out,” he says, “and give me some sort of ultimatum to 
either quit fooling with this weather business and concentrate on teaching or hang up my 
cap and gown if I wanted to be a weatherman.” Instead the chancellor announced she 
was a huge fan, told Ray his broadcasts were a great public relations tool for the 
university, and encouraged him to carry on. 
But the writing was on the wall. In February of 2000, the forecast link on Ray’s faculty 
webpage got 6,000 hits. “I thought, ‘Gee, that’s phenomenal,’” he says, but at the same 
time he realized he could not use his school webpage to handle that kind of traffic. So he 
rounded up a couple of local advertisers and broke out his own website: 
raysweather.com. Ray’s Weather Center was born. And shortly thereafter, the site was 
getting sixty thousand hits a month. “Unbelievable,” he says. 
And it was about that time that a colleague made a remark to Ray that stuck with him and 
served to firm up his vision for what this accidental weather business was to become. 
“I was already getting up at five in the morning to get the weather info in order so that 
afterwards I could plan my day as a faculty member,” he recalls. “I was trying to figure out 
how to prioritize everything when a friend of mine said to me, ‘That weather site is your 
milk cow.’ I asked him what he meant. He said, ‘Well, if you’ve got cows to milk, you 
have to milk them. Rain or shine, seven days a week, whatever else you do, you’ve got to 
first attend to milking the cows.’” 
That was when Ray realized his enterprise was growing, ready or not. The fact was 
underscored by a phone call from Fred Pfohl, owner of Fred’s General Mercantile at 
Beech Mountain, who told Ray he would be interested in sponsoring a branch weather 
station there. Close on the heels of the Beech Mountain station came Mast General Store’s 
corporate headquarters in Valle Crucis. The business model was emerging of its own 
accord: Ray’s Weather Center would become a network of individual data centers and 
reporters, each capable of providing highly localized information and, thus, highly 
accurate localized forecasts. The validity of this approach was demonstrated over the 
course of several regional rain and snow events, when the substations were able to 
predict, with considerable accuracy, the amount of precipitation, literally, on a 
neighborhood basis. 
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Today, Ray’s Weather operates some 80 such substations along the spine of the Blue 
Ridge, from Haywood County in the southwest to Allegheny in the northeast. Ray 
estimates there are about 35 to 40 webcams functioning among the stations, and visitors 
to the website can access these for a real-time look at the weather. There are two full-time 
and two part-time meteorologists, and Ray (I-don’t-have-a-meteorology-degree) Russell 
acts as coordinator and, perhaps most importantly, as head copywriter. He sees the 
necessity for translating arcane factoids into conversational English as an important job 
function. 
“It’s like any other technical field,” he says. “The people who work in it literally have their 
own language and they use it to communicate among themselves. Trouble is, they tend to 
use the same approach in explaining what they know to ordinary people, who may 
understand about every tenth word of what they’re saying. 
[quote float=”right”]“This whole percentage-thing-broadcast that weathermen tend to 
use—the business of assigning percentages, like odds, to the possibility of precipitation—
that, to me, is just cop-out forecasting.”[/quote]“I’ve been communicating with people all 
my life,” he says. “In church, in classrooms, whatever. I’m used to interacting with them, 
and especially in terms of giving them information that’s sometimes complex in a way that 
they can understand it and use it, because that’s the whole point after all. What we’re 
really striving for here is an actionable forecast—something that people can rely on in 
planning what they’re going to do day by day, even hour by hour. 
“On the other hand,” he says, “this whole percentage-thing-broadcast that weathermen 
tend to use—the business of assigning percentages, like odds, to the possibility of 
precipitation—that, to me, is just cop-out forecasting. If somebody says there’s a forty 
percent chance of rain, does that mean there’s a four-in-ten chance it’s going to rain over 
a hundred percent of the area, or does it mean there’s a hundred percent chance it’s going 
to rain over forty percent of the area?” 
Ray raises a professorial forefinger; he is now Dr. Russell addressing a class. “This has 
given rise to ‘Russell’s Law of Forecast Falsification,’” he intones. He breaks character for 
an instant to elaborate: “You’re familiar with Bertrand Russell’s falsification fallacy? This is 
my take on it.” (Resumes lecture voice; interviewer waits to hear: “There’ll be a quiz on 
this.”) 
“The ‘Law of Forecast Falsification,’” he intones, “is simply this: If there’s no way for a 
forecast to be false—if it’s so generalized and ambiguous that it can’t miss—then it is not 
really a forecast. It’s like saying, ‘There will definitely be weather tomorrow.’ We want 
people to be able to look at our website and know they’re getting the best, most up-to-
date information we can give them and our forecast is based on that, but always bearing 
in mind that this is the weather, after all.” 
Ray’s Weather Center has consistently been called the most reliable weather information 
source in Western North Carolina, a reputation which led, in August of 2013, to the 
formation of brpweather.com, a partnership with the Blue Ridge Parkway, funded by a 
grant from the Parkway itself, giving Ray’s Weather access to webcams set up all along the 
Parkway. “It has been a tremendous boost for us,” Ray says. 
As comprehensive as Ray’s operation has become, nobody is getting rich off it. “That was 
never the idea anyway,” he says. “We just wanted to break even and have fun with it.” 
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This morning’s downtown Asheville forecast, for instance, is for chilly weather with 
increasing clouds and a chance of rain. “The onset of late day clouds signifies another rain 
maker is in the works for the weekend,” it reads. “Spotty light rain arrives Friday, 
continues Saturday, and picks up the pace Saturday night into Sunday. We’ll dry out by 
Sunday evening. While it will be awfully damp, it’s not as bad as it sounds.” 
The five-day forecast is accompanied by appropriate sun, cloud, and raindrop graphics, 
although, particularly in warmer weather, these are replaced by the “Golf-o-Meter,” which 
rates each day’s golfability by a showing of from one to five golf ball icons. Ray, an avid 
golfer, uses the icons to sum up the day’s weather in general, “Each icon actually stands 
for a four-hour predicted window of dry weather. That’s because, of course, it takes about 
four hours to play a round of golf.” 
“The price I pay for doing all this,” Ray says, “is I work 80 hours a week. I’m no longer 
department chairman, but I still teach and I’m still getting up at 5am to put everything 
together. I couldn’t possibly have done this when the kids were small, but we’re empty 
nesters now. 
“I would like for this to live long after I’m gone, and I do have an exit strategy but I’m not 
ready to use it yet.” He rises. “I’ve got to get to that meeting I came down for,” he says, 
“then I’ve got to get back and decide if we’re going to be able to break out the Golf-o-
Meter next week.” 
 
WNC Magazine: The Weather Man: Boone professor Ray Russell’s amateur interest in 
meteorology sparked the region’s top forecasting service (1/2016) 
https://wncmagazine.com/feature/weather_man  
Unlike the Al Rokers of the world, you won’t find Boone’s Ray Russell on TV, standing 
before computer generated images and pointing out animated swirls of weather activity. 
Nor has he taken even a single class in meteorology. Instead, Russell—who went from 
meteorological hobbyist to spearheading a regional online service, Ray’s Weather Center, 
that now generates nearly half a million dollars in revenue and employs several 
professionals—has an educational background in religion and computer science, the latter 
of which he teaches as a professor at Appalachian State University. 
“I’m completely self-taught,” Russell says of his weather work. “I bought some textbooks, 
then started writing a snow forecast for fun in the mid 1990s.” Russell’s interest in 
meteorology began to gel during an early 1990s fellowship with NASA researching aircraft 
cockpits—an area of study where weather plays a critical role. But it was a Christmas gift 
of a portable weather station from Russell’s wife that laid the foundation for what would 
later become Ray’s Weather Center. 
After setting up the station in his backyard and conducting further study, it wasn’t long 
before Russell’s “just for fun” snow forecasts grew into a series of websites under the 
umbrella of RaysWeather.com—a service that’s expanded to include locally submitted 
photos of the day, public service announcements, live weather cameras, and archived 
climate data. 
“Weather is one of our fundamental natural resources in Western North Carolina,” Russell 
notes. “Our region is so tied to outdoors activities—skiing, fishing, water sports—so there’s 
a special need for accurate weather information.” 
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One key to Russell’s accuracy, he says, is his organization’s tight focus on one region, 
which encompasses 12 Western North Carolina counties. “If you’re not actually here in 
our area experiencing our weather, it’s difficult to know how to report it,” he says. “If we 
didn’t consistently produce quality forecasts, we’d go away pretty quickly.” 
As for Russell’s forecast for this winter: “It’s an El Niño year, and though El Niño winters 
tend to start later and be warmer, there’s a possibility of big storms later,” he notes. And 
given what he knows about prior years of snowfall, he warns, “I’m predicting 30 percent 
more snow than average.” 
 
NBC29.com: Professor Running to Raise Blue Ridge Parkway Awareness (5/17/2016) 
http://www.nbc29.com/story/31998389/professor-running-to-raise-blue-ridge-parkway-
awareness  
A 59-year-old university professor has started a more than 400 mile-long journey that 
began at one end of the Blue Ridge Parkway at Afton Mountain and will end at the other 
end of the parkway in Cherokee, North Carolina. 
Dr. Ray Russell is running 469 miles in total. He is hoping to raise money for and bring 
awareness to the Blue Ridge Parkway. 
On Tuesday Russell took on the first leg of a month-long journey across the Blue Ridge 
Parkway at Mile Post Zero in Waynesboro. 
"It's got something for everybody. You know, we just have to find it on whatever day 
we're here," said Russell. 
Even through the mist and the fog, Russell plans to run about 20 miles a day, give or take 
depending on the weather and how he's feeling. 
"He's just going and going. So, I'm always impressed. He makes it look pretty effortless," 
said David Still, the director of business development at Ray's Weather. 
Russell is a professor at Appalachian State University in Boone, North Carolina with a 
passion for meteorology and running. 
He's racking up hundreds of miles to raise funds for the Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation. 
He is also hopeful to inspire people to volunteer on behalf of the parkway. 
"I'm the only one that can do it. I hope I can do it. And I'm the only one crazy enough to 
do it at the same time," said Russell. 
Russell is inviting people to join him along the way. He says he'd love to have people run 
with him for however long they're able. 
For more information on how you can get involved please click here. 
 
North Carolina News Leader: N.C. man to run the entire Blue Ridge Parkway 
(5/17/2016) 
http://www.newsleader.com/story/news/local/2016/05/17/nc-man-run-entire-blue-ridge-
parkway/84483062/  
Ray Russell shivered a bit as the rain fell hard at the start of the Blue Ridge Parkway in 
Waynesboro. 
Although it was in the low-50s and raining Tuesday morning, Russell wasn’t rethinking his 
plan to run the parkway — all 469 miles — in under 30 days. His aim is to end on June 9 
in Cherokee, North Carolina. 
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Russell, 59, of Boone, North Carolina, plans to “take it really easy” and run 20 miles a 
day. He’ll be running in the mornings and resting in the evenings. 
Russell is no stranger to running long distances. He’s completed 10 marathons. His friend 
David Still will be accompanying him on the run, either by driving along or running a few 
miles with him. They will be staying in hotels along the parkway. 
“I’m not the greatest runner in the world,” Russell said. “I’m not an ultra-marathoner. It 
will be a learning experience to run 20 miles a day, in terms of how much of a beating my 
body can take.” 
Last year, he completed a marathon in 3 hours and 22 minutes. He’s timed it so that he 
will be doing a mile in around 9 to 10 minutes on his parkway run. 
“It’s going to be an experiment in progress,” he said. 
One thing he did admit is the weather wasn’t exactly what he had hoped for. 
New craft beer trail comes to the Valley 
“If I were training, I’d be on the treadmill,” he said. 
Russell’s love of the parkway spurred the idea of running it. That and he has been 
involved with tracking weather along the parkway in North Carolina. 
“I had the idea a long time ago to put my running together with my weather (tracking),” he 
said. (The parkway) has so much impact on the forecast everyday.” 
He also wanted to call attention to the parkway and the centennial celebration of the 
National Park Service. 
“It’s unlike anywhere else,” he said of the parkway. “There’s nothing like this any place in 
the world. It’s just a unique thing, and it’s something that could never be built again. The 
Blue Ridge Parkway is the most impressive geographical structure in the eastern part of the 
U.S.” 
This isn’t the only challenge Russell has faced. In 2009, he saw that he was overweight, 
started dieting and began walking on a treadmill for 30 minutes a day. That soon turned 
into running. He lost 85 pounds in a year and ran his first marathon. 
“You don’t get to this point in a day,” he said. “If you think it’s impossible, it’s not ... you 
take it in little steps.” 
 
Go Blue Ridge: Ray Russell Is Still Going (6/1/2016) 
https://www.goblueridge.net/news/31997-ray-russell-is-still-going    
Boone resident Ray Russell just felt like running. Russell is running the entire length of 
Blue Ridge Parkway, from Waynesboro Virginia to Cherokee North Carolina. 
The 59 year old plans to run the 469 mile Parkway in 30 days, running about 20 miles a 
day, and according to Day 15’s blog post, he’s made it down into the High Country area. 
Yesterday’s run began at Grandview Overlook near Parkway School, passed his home 
near Bamboo Gap, then up to Aho, across to Thunderhill Overlook, across Highway 321 
between Boone and Blowing Rock, past Moses Cone Estate, down to Julian Price Park, 
then finally up 4 miles of Grandfather Mountain. Ray was joined for a while by Darby 
Teander, a senior Music Education Major, and later, by Tracy Brown, TDA Director for 
Blowing Rock, who ran with him from Highway 321 to Price Park. 
The Relay With Ray aims to call attention to the Parkway and the centennial celebration 
of the National Park Service. As of Tuesday, Ray has covered just under 300 miles of the 
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469 miles of Parkway, and has 9 days to go to reach the southern terminus of the 
Parkway. You can follow his progress online at RelayWithRay.com. 
 
Our State.com: A Look Back at the Coldest Day Ever in North Carolina (1/16/2017) 
https://www.ourstate.com/a-look-back-at-the-coldest-day-ever-in-north-carolina/  
Mountain weather watchers revel in the notoriously mercurial nature of western North 
Carolina’s elements. If you don’t like it, they’re fond of saying, stick around for a few 
minutes, because it will change. 
That unpredictability is especially true atop Mount Mitchell. It’s the highest peak east of 
the Mississippi River at 6,684 feet. The unrelenting forces of nature’s wind, rain, heat, and 
cold have all beaten down on the ancient rock. Snow has been recorded at the summit 
every month of the year. 
But no weather event compares to what happened at Mount Mitchell on January 21, 
1985, when its weather station recorded the coldest temperature ever in North Carolina at 
-34°. 
“I’ve never seen such a day,” says Ray Russell, founder of Ray’s Weather, a mountain 
weather service that employs meteorologists who collect and interpret data from 60 
weather stations and two dozen webcams in the region. 
At Mount Mitchell, the record low on January 21 — the high temperature that day was a 
balmy -4° — was bracketed by daily record lows for Mount Mitchell. Temperatures 
dropped to -18° the day before, and -11° the day after. Some three inches of snow crusted 
the ground, notes Russell, referencing a vast cache of Blue Ridge Parkway weather records 
he stores online for public reference at brpweather.com. The record cold temp was a full 
50 degrees below average low for January at Mount Mitchell, he adds.... 
 
Reddit.com: Ray Russell (CompSci + Ray’s Weather) running for NC House (10/2017) 
https://www.reddit.com/r/appstate/comments/74owhc/ray_russell_compsci_rays_weather_
running_for_nc/  
[–]redtollingdog 20 points 1 month ago  
oh lord 
[–]scottscottscott 16 points 1 month ago  
NO 
[–]civus 15 points 1 month ago  
tempted to move back to Boone just to have the honor of voting against that pile of shit. 
[–]_iRomanov_ 5 points 1 month ago  
I'm new to Boone and I don't know much about this guy, but what makes him a piece of 
shit? 
[–]Merad 12 points 1 month ago  
He's a Computer Science professor who stopped caring and trying 15+ years ago. CS 
majors joke that all of his classes are about weather and running, except it isn't a joke. He 
can also be pretty petty. When I was there someone in one of his classes turned in a paper 
with a topic that was a bit trollish or a joke (I forget the details sadly). Ray tried to fail them 
for the entire class because of it, and when they went to the department chair to challenge 
it Ray wouldn't let the issue go and appealed to some university board trying to fail them. 
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[–]Ubertekk 5 points 1 month ago  
A friend of mine had Ray try to fail her the class for wearing a Fuck Columbus shirt on 
Columbus day. 
[–]civus 7 points 1 month ago  
He's an unrestrained narcissist who no longer has any idea of what he's teaching. The fact 
that he still collects paychecks for teaching is an embarrassment to the university. 
[–]lightfavor 9 points 1 month ago  
He is a good guy at heart, but he was not good at teaching and failed to listen to anyone. 
He also rambled in most of his lectures about running instead of teaching. His tests 
required the answers to be copy paste from the textbook so you always had to argue with 
him to accept a correct answer that just says it differently. 
All in all you learn more in his class with your headphones in the whole time. 
Some past students made this: http://raysucks.com 
[–]Ubertekk 11 points 1 month ago  
FYI Ray bought Raysucks and it's boone weather now. 
[–]Ubertekk 8 points 1 month ago  
PLEASE vote for Ray; if he's busy being in the house he'll have to stop teaching, if only for 
a while 
[–]neverreadreddit 3 points 1 month ago  
The internet is (kinda) forever. Here's a shot of raysucks.com from 2013, 
https://web.archive.org/web/20131227080431/http://raysucks.com/ 
[–]Jamitt 2 points 1 month ago  
"He thinks that the lack of women in CS is because of their genetic predisposition to be 
bad at it." 
[–]TooMuchCthulhu 0 points 1 month ago  
Not bad for an old man 
 
Jefferson Post: Russell to Challenge Jordan (10/6/2017) 
http://www.jeffersonpost.com/news/8990/russell-to-challenge-jordan  
BOONE-You’ve known him close to 20 years even if you have never met the man 
personally. 
He’s both the harbinger of bad news and a beacon of light at the end of a long, dark 
tunnel. 
He’s the High Country weatherman and in addition to bringing you the latest up-to-date 
forecasts, he’s about to try his hand at politics. 
Ray Russell announced this week his intent to challenge incumbent Jonathan Jordan in 
representing the 93rd District, which includes Ashe and Watauga counties. 
Russell will officially make his announcement on Monday at Smokey Mountain Barbecue 
in West Jefferson at 6:30 p.m., according to Ralph Sorrell of the Ashe County Democratic 
Party. 
Russell has been a computer science professor at Appalachian State University for the past 
26 years. Prior to joining the Appalachian faculty, Russell served as a minister for 
churches in Tennessee, Mississippi, Georgia and North Carolina and as a faculty member 
at Freed-Hardman University and Virginia Commonwealth University. Russell’s academic 
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background includes a Bachelor’s Degree in Bible from Freed-Hardeman University, 
Master’s Degrees in both Mathematics and Computer Science, and a PhD in Computer 
Science with a minor in Psychology from Georgia Tech, according to a biography on his 
website rayforinc.com. 
“Government in Raleigh is broken at its core,” Russell said on his website. “The people of 
North Carolina deserve a government worthy of this Great State.” 
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